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Theme: Lazarus raised from dead
John 11:28-44
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


The first part of John 11 records that when Jesus heard that His friend Lazarus of Bethany was ill, He delayed for two days before traveling there. When He came near the city, He was met by Lazarus’ sister Martha and conversed with her. In today’s text, Martha called for another sister, Mary, and she came to meet Jesus. Along with other mourners, they went to Lazarus’ tomb, where Jesus commanded that the stone in front of it be removed. When that was done, Jesus prayed a brief prayer and then called for Lazarus to come forth—and he did! 

John’s account does not specifically state that Jesus called for Mary to come to Him, but verse 28 relates that Martha told her sister that the Master had called for her. When Mary arose to go and meet Jesus, those who had come to their home to offer condolences went with her, assuming she was going to the grave to mourn (verse 31). 

Verses 32-37 describe the meeting between Mary and Jesus. Falling at His feet, Mary spoke words that mirrored what Martha had said earlier to Jesus (see verses 21, 32). While her statement could be interpreted as a criticism, given Mary’s devotion to Jesus, they more likely were a statement of faith.

The Jews of that era were not reserved in their expressions of sorrow or grief; it was generally accepted that the louder the wailing and shrieking, the more honor it paid to the dead. The fact that Jesus “groaned in the spirit, and was troubled” (verse 33) was more than sadness about Lazarus’ decease or even empathy for those who mourned; the implication is that He was distressed and angry, perhaps at the destructive power of death, which He would soon overcome. He asked those present where Lazarus was buried, and they told Him, “Come and see.” 
Jesus was moved by the sorrow evident around Him, and He also wept. However, the word weeping in verse 33 (which could be translated sobbing or wailing) in reference to the sorrow expressed by Mary and the other mourners is a different word than the one used to describe Jesus’ weeping in verse 35, which meant a quiet shedding of tears. Some of those who observed Jesus’ grief commented on how much He must have loved Lazarus, while others wondered why the One who opened the eyes of the blind could not keep His friend from dying. 

The miraculous restoration of Lazarus from the dead is recorded in verses 38-44. Jesus commanded that the stone be removed from the grave, which was in a cave. Martha initially objected, saying that her brother had been dead for four days so decomposition would have begun. Jesus reminded her of His earlier words, that if she would believe, they would see the glory of God. In obedience, they complied with Jesus’ command and the stone was removed.

Jesus raised His eyes to Heaven and spoke a public prayer that reflected praise rather than petition—He expressed His gratitude to the Father for hearing Him. While He knew that God always heard His prayers, He said He stated it aloud for the benefit of those present. Then Jesus simply and authoritatively called Lazarus to come forth from the tomb. And he did! Wrapped in graveclothes—strips of cloth enclosing him, with a separate piece of cloth over the face—Lazarus emerged from the interior of the cave. In verse 44, Jesus commanded that those present loose him from the grave clothes that bound him.
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