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Theme: Jesus speaks to Martha
John 11:17-27
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


After a request was brought to Jesus relaying the news that His friend Lazarus of Bethany was ill, Jesus had delayed for two days and then made the journey to Bethany. In today’s text, Jesus was told upon His arrival that Lazarus had been in the grave for four days. When Lazarus’ sister Martha heard that Jesus was approaching, she left her sister Mary and those who had gathered in their home to comfort them and went to meet Him. The conversation between Martha and Jesus, including Jesus’ assertion that her brother would rise again and Martha’s declaration of faith, is described in the remainder of this passage.

The distance between Jerusalem and Bethany—fifteen furlongs (about two miles) according to verse 18—was evidently included to explain why “many of the Jews” had come to the home of Mary and Martha to comfort the sisters after their brother’s death. The proximity of the two locations also makes clear why the news of the mighty miracle Jesus would soon perform so quickly became known in Jerusalem.

Martha’s words to the Lord when she met him, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died” (verse 21) likely were not a criticism, but simply an expression of her grief and regret. They also reflected her absolute faith that Jesus would have been able to heal her brother while he was still alive. She followed that with a further affirmation of faith, observing that whatever Jesus asked of God would be granted.

Verses 23-27 record the remainder of their conversation. Jesus assured Martha that her brother would rise again. Martha replied that she knew Lazarus would rise again with all the righteous on the last day. (The Pharisees and pious Jews of that day believed in the eventual resurrection of the dead.)  However, Martha seemingly did not even consider that Jesus might immediately raise Lazarus from the grave.
Jesus’ assertion in verse 15 “I am the resurrection, and the life” was one of the most significant of His claims recorded by the Apostle John. (Other of His “I am” statements are found in John 6:5; 8:12; 10:9; 10:11; 14:6 and 15:5). His assertion was a bold challenge to Martha to trust that He was the Source of eternal life and had power over life and death. He wanted her to understand that the One who is Life can restore life. He went on to state that those who believed in Him would never die, referring to spiritual or eternal life. Then He directly asked Martha, “Believest thou this?” (verse 26)—a further test of her faith. Her response was both immediate and forthright: “Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world” (verse 27). 
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