The Believer’s Authority Week 4
Authority over the enemy

Authority is inherent in us.

Inherent defined by Merriam webster as the essential character of something,
belonging by nature or habit, intrinsic.
1 Peter 5:6-9 NKJV- Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.
Humbling ourselves is a key part of walking in our authority. Pride is a foothold for the enemy.
Be sober, be vigilant because your adversary is walking around acting like a roaring lion. 
“like a roaring lion”
LIKE - not actually a lion, fake, pretending, imitating

A roaring lion is not a successful lion when hunting - trying to distract, scare, get you
to focus his direction and establish that it is his territory

Alert - state of being watchful for danger; awake

Ephesians 6:10-11 NKJV- Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

These wiles, these tactics, are because he wants you to back down and is looking for a foothold into our lives and the lives of others,
 
Ephesians 4:27 NIV- and do not give the devil a foothold.
Do not give place to the devil.

He gets access into our lives because of our choices and because of what we believe or don’t believe.

We will examine these 2 areas tonight.
#1 Our choices

Romans 6:16 NKJV- Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?

Romans 6:11-13 NKJV- Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.
Ephesians 1:13 MEV- In Him you also, after hearing the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and after believing in Him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,
The choices that you make on a daily basis don’t affect your path or connection to heaven because your spirit is sealed and it is a perfect spirit. However, they can impact our relationship with him.
Paul is speaking to Christians, so this is obviously an issue not just for unbelievers.

Romans 8:5-6 NKJV- For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Galatians 6:7-8- “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap. For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but
he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.”

What we do with our time and allow into our home and into our minds matters. What has our attention? 

Psalm 141:3 NKJV- Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door of my lips. 

What are some of the things the flesh wants? 

Titus 3:3-4- “For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.”

When flesh has too much control you will not walk in authority. You cannot have both. You cannot be dominated by flesh and be led by the Spirit and walk in authority.
Our flesh wants its own way. It is where strife comes from. All the conflict we see is of the flesh and is rooted in one thing. Pride.
James 3:16 NKJV- For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.


Strife - angry or bitter conflict, contention, discord, or quarrel

Strife often starts with offense.

Proverbs 13:10- “By pride comes nothing but strife, But with the well-advised is wisdom.”

Resisting strife is resisting the enemy and closing the door to him.

The other side of this…
#2 What we believe or don’t believe (which translates into what we speak!)

Hosea 4:6 NKJV- My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

So…what are the works of the devil? AKA What do we have authority over?

John 10:10 NKJV- The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

We have authority over anything that involves, stealing, killing or destruction. Now, this is in your life, in your realm, you cannot go and overtake someone else’s will. 

Psalm 91:1-6 NKJV- He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress;
My God, in Him I will trust.” 

3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous pestilence. 

4 He shall cover you with His feathers, And under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. 
Authority without the Word is empty; authority with the Word is unstoppable.
5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that flies by day, 6 Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, Nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday.


Persecution is the only thing we haven’t been redeemed from, we are promised to suﬀer persecution for Christ’s sake, we saw that in the lives of the disciples.
Peace is proof that you know your authority.

Know your covenant, Know your authority, stand your ground and win!

Arrows by day - Strategic targeted attacks against you (physically, spiritually,
mentally, emotionally) 

Ephesians 6:16 tells us to take up our shield of faith which quenches all flaming arrows. 

Isaiah 54:17- “No weapon formed against you shall prosper, And every tongue which rises against you in judgment You shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, And their righteousness is from Me, “Says the Lord.”

Declare that no weapon formed against you will prosper, no arrow is going to prosper against you if you have your shield up, be armored up. Believe the Lord and follow Him!

Pestilence - contagious infectious disease or plague, listed multiple times in this
chapter, repeat equals emphasis!

Destruction that lays waste - natural disasters, not act of God, Waste - destroy, ruin 

Our response is important, not just for our sakes, but our response influences the response and confidence or lack there of our children.  

Are we passing on our fear or are we passing on the promises of God that include our authority over these things that could bring harm?

Isaiah 43:1-3 NKJV- But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you. 3 For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

We were created in the image of God to operate as Jesus operated, not the creatures of the world!

Luke 10:19- “Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”
Jesus gave us authority, not just to defend ourselves, but to trample on the works of darkness. Authority means dominion; it’s the power to enforce victory. The enemy is inferior and subject to the authority of Christ working in us.
The believer doesn’t fear the enemy. The enemy fears the believer who knows their authority.
Matthew 16:19- And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

Bind- to forbid, restrict, or declare unlawful.
Loose- to release, permit, or declare free.
Your authority is activated by your agreement with heaven. What you declare in faith, God enforces.
Luke 13:11-13, 16- And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13 And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

16 So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?”

Perfect Example of authority! We have the ability by the power of the Holy Spirit in us
to loose people from whatever has bound them up, no matter how long!
When you know your authority, you stop asking God to do what He’s already empowered you to do.
Ephesians 1:17-23 NKJV- that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
22 And He put all things under His feet and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
