
Prayer -  Week 6
What to do when prayers seem unanswered


First thing we need to do is we need to establish what is the truth.  God’s Word is the truth; it’s final authority in our lives.  So, we go to the Word for answers to these questions about prayer.

I John 5:14 NKJV  - “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”

Are you IN HIM?  We are IN HIM.  That’s me, that’s you.

When we ask, according to His Will……Praying according to His Will.  Knowing the Will of God and praying according to the Will of God is important.   You cannot pray in faith without knowing God’s Will for what you are praying about.  

Knowing God’s Will  - His Will is His Word!

We pray according to the Word of God.

I John 5:15 NKJV - “And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”

You can be confident when you pray in faith (the Will of God).  

Examples of times where prayers seem unanswered.

Daniel 9:4-19 NKJV  - “And I prayed to the Lord my God, and made confession, and said, “O Lord, great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and mercy with those who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments, we have sinned and committed iniquity, we have done wickedly and rebelled, even by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments. Neither have we heeded Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us shame of face, as it is this day—to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven them, because of the unfaithfulness which they have committed against You. “O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You. To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him. We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets. Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him. And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great disaster; for under the whole heaven such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem. “As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us; yet we have not made our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and understand Your truth. Therefore the Lord has kept the disaster in mind, and brought it upon us; for the Lord our God is righteous in all the works which He does, though we have not obeyed His voice. And now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made Yourself a name, as it is this day—we have sinned, we have done wickedly! “O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your anger and Your fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain; because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to all those around us. Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, and for the Lord’s sake cause Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline Your ear and hear; open Your eyes and see our desolations, and the city which is called by Your name; for we do not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your name.””

How long was this prayer?  Daniel crying out to the Lord?  3 minutes?  4 minutes?

Daniel 9:20-23 NKJV - “Now while I was speaking, praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God, yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, reached me about the time of the evening offering. And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, “O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill to understand. At the beginning of your supplications the command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved; therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision:”

God dispatched the angel Gabriel at the very beginning of Daniel’s prayer, but it was 3-4 minutes later before Gabriel arrived.  Where was Gabriel?

Everything doesn’t happen instantly is what we learn.  God immediately acted, but it was 3 minutes later until Daniel realized that He did.

Daniel 10:12-13 NKJV - “Then he said to me, “Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; and I have come because of your words. But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left alone there with the kings of Persia.”

Things are going on in the spirit realm we may not even be aware of!  Michael was fighting for 21 days with the prince of the kingdom of Persia.  This isn’t a man.  Persia is a real place, but there was a demonic spirit over that area, working through that prince of Persia.  

What if this exact same scenario is playing out right now? God immediately dispatched an angel to give you direction, or do something, but there are demonic forces resisting.  

Here is the good news.  We don’t live under the Old Covenant.  We can pray in the Spirit, praying out the perfect prayer.  

James 4:7 NKJV - “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”

Our job is to submit to God and resist the devil.  This is not something God does for us, it’s something we need to do.  If we are praying about something and haven’t seen the manifestation of it, we need to pray in the Spirit.  And take our authority over the devil.  

Another possible reason why a prayer may seem unanswered

James 1:2-8 NKJV - “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”

Faith can be diluted by unbelief.  Faith works every time, but when you stand in faith for something there is no room for wavering.  Are you wavering?  Get rid of the doubt and unbelief.  How do you do that?  By praying and fasting.  (Mark 9:29). Spend time in the Word.

James 4:1-3 NKJV - “Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

Is what you are praying for based on selfish motivation?  God will give you the desires of your heart, but that is given that your heart is aligned with His will.  He will not give you the desires of your heart of they are ungodly desires. (Psalms 37:4)

Check your heart and make sure that what you are “praying” for is not based on selfish motivation, but it is a Godly desire.


