Prayer Week 5 Praying in faith

Foundational verse - And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked him.1 John 5 :14-15

When we are young in our faith as adults, it is difficult to stand firm in our faith. We have been indoctrinated to believe the world’s way of addressing life, which is to live in fear of everything, because you can really do nothing anyway, and trying will get you hurt. Don’t love that person because they are going to reject and hurt you. Don’t help that person, they are just lying and using you. Don’t speak out about what is happening because it’s not your place. Don’t stand up for yourself because you are worthless. Don’t answer that question or offer that solution because you are just an idiot. If any of these things sound familiar, you are not alone. These are all things I have struggled with. And they are placed in our minds for one purpose; they erode our foundation of faith. These are the whispers the devil puts in our minds to build those strongholds that limit our effectiveness on earth. These are the roots of many mental illnesses; of our lack of identity and the confusion we see more prevalent in our younger generations. “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” John 10:10. The thief wants you living in fear, he wants you anxious and overthinking. If he can get you paralyzed, then he has taken you out of the war. But these things are a lie! And once we can realize this and begin to renew our minds to this, we can defeat this attack and remove this stronghold. And put on our armor against it. And what is the first step in this process? Our faith.

So, to begin with, let’s define faith.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Hebrews 11:1

Faith 
1. complete trust or confidence in someone or something.
2. strong belief in the doctrines of a religion, based on spiritual conviction rather than proof.
· a system of religious belief.
· a strongly held belief or theory.

Strong's G4102 – pistis
I. conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of a conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervour born of faith and joined with it
I. relating to God
A. the conviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ
I. relating to Christ
B. a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God
I. the religious beliefs of Christians
I. belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence) whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same
II. fidelity, faithfulness
II. the character of one who can be relied on

How do we approach faith as ministers? How do we pray in faith ourselves? We look to His Word.

 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. Mark 11:24

And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received[c] it, and it will be yours. Mark 11:22-24

28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I shall be made well.” 29 And immediately the hemorrhage ceased; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone forth from him, immediately turned about in the crowd, and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had been done to her, came in fear and trembling and fell down before him, and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” Mark 5:28-35

But ignoring what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” Mark 5:36

5 As he entered Caper′na-um, a centurion came forward to him, beseeching him 6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, in terrible distress.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion answered him, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard him, he marveled, and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I say to you, not even[a] in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and sit at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment. Matthew 8:5-13



Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” Jeremiah 17:7-8


But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. James 1:6

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. James 1:5-7

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving Colossians 4:2

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” Psalm 46:10
