Prayer Week 4
Prayer of Agreement/Prayer of Petition

Foundational verse – Matthew 18:19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 

What do we mean when we say a prayer of agreement. In the simplest terms, we ask the person what we can agree with them on, and we pray that out with them. 

So, first, let’s look at what an agreement is. Merriam-Webster’s defines it as:

1)
a: harmony of opinion, action, or character: concord
b: the act or fact of agreeing
2)
a: an arrangement as to a course of action
b: compact, treaty
3)
a: a contract duly executed and legally binding
b: the language or instrument embodying such a contract

Looking at our foundational verse, the Bible defines agree from the Greek work symphōneō
1. to agree together
2. to agree with one in making a bargain, to make an agreement, to bargain

Back to our foundational verse, adding in the verses before and after, 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:18-20

When Jesus calls our attention to the fact that He is repeating Himself, we need to make sure we pay attention. 

We agree with what the Word says; we redirect those who ask for prayer to pray out the promised of God on their situation. We pray out over them what the Word says; it is not always what they want to hear. We confess what the Word says on the subject. 

Confess -  Strong's G3670 homologeō (hom-ol-og-eh'-o)
I. to say the same thing as another, i.e. to agree with, assent
II. to concede
II. not to refuse, to promise
II. not to deny
B. to confess
B. declare
B. to confess, i.e. to admit or declare one's self guilty of what one is accused of
III. to profess
III. to declare openly, speak out freely
III. to profess one's self the worshipper of one
IV. to praise, celebrate


How do we shore up those who are not firm in their faith walk yet?

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I go to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it, that the Father may be glorified in the Son; 14 if you ask anything in my name, I will do it.” John 14:12-14

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. James 1:6

 And this is the confidence which we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have obtained the requests made of him. 1 John 5:14-15

We must apply these things to our own prayer life as well.  We pray in agreement with the promises of God, and agree with the Holy Spirit prompting and guiding us. We walk these teachings out in our personal walk, and it then strengthens our ability to testify on these to those we minister to.

Prayer of Petition
Foundational verse - Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7

First, let us look at what a petition is.
1) 
a: a formal written request made to an authority or organized body (such as a court)
b: a written request or call for change signed by many people in support of a shared cause or concern
2) an earnest request : entreaty
3) something asked or requested

The Biblical definition for petition is the Greek deomai deh'-om-ahee (Strong's G1189): 
to beg (as binding oneself), i.e. petition: —beseech, pray (to), make request. Compare G4441.
 So let’s look again at the foundational verse:
Do not be anxious about anything – we see this echoed again in 2 Timothy 1:7

but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. - here is the how; with thanksgiving. Strong's G2169 – eucharistia (yoo-khar-is-tee'-ah) 
1. thankfulness
2. the giving of thanks

 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. – and the results

We petition God for the those things He has already promised us, we ask the ultimate authority to release to us that which we already have been given and accept it freely as the gift it is. We understand our authority as His children, and ask boldly for that which is ours.

Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God’s unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]. Hebrews 4:16 AMPC

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 1 John 5:14-15

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. Colossians 4:2

Be mindful of the difference between boldness and pridefulness. 

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. James 4:1-3

As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. James 4:16-17

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. Revelation 22:18-19

 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Matthew 6:5-8










