
Prayer - Week 3
Praying in the Spirit


Acts 1:4-5 NKJV - “And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.””

Baptized, fully submerged or covered with, the Holy Spirit.

Acts 1:8 NKJV  - “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.””

When you were born again, the Spirit comes to live on the inside of you.  (John 14:17). This is unique under the new covenant.  Under the old covenant, they did not have the Spirit of God living in them.  

Having the Spirit in you is the only qualification of being baptized in the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues.

Acts 2:1-4 NKJV - “When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”

This is why many call people who speak in tongues “Pentecostal”.  This is also where the term “spirit filled” comes from.  

Notice they spoke, and the Spirit gave them utterance.  God doesn’t take you over and control your mouth.  You step out in faith and speak words from your spirit.  The Spirit gives you utterance.

Acts 8:14-16 NKJV - “Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”

The Holy Spirit had fallen upon none of them, but they received the Word of God.

Acts 8:17-18 NKJV - “Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money,”

What did Simon see?  It must have been something impactful for him to want to pay for the ability to give it to people.  

Acts 10:44 NKJV  - “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.”

The Spirit upon.

Acts 10:45-46 NKJV - “And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered,”

They were shocked because they thought speaking in tongues was just a Jewish thing.  


Acts 19:1-6 NKJV - “And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to them, “Into what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.”

Approximately 15-17 years after the first initial experience in Acts 2 people were again baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.  When did this stop happening?

Where do people get this idea that tongues are not for today?  The devil!  But the devil will use scripture.  

I Corinthians 13:8-10 NKJV - “Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.”

Has prophecy ceased?  No, there is still Bible prophecy yet to be fulfilled.

Has knowledge vanished away?  No, there is still knowledge that we don’t have and can get.  

Paul was pointing out that love is greater than prophecy, tongues, knowledge or anything else.  

Daniel 12:4 prophesied that knowledge will increase.  So knowledge has not been done away with, neither has prophecy.  

We don’t base our belief system on an experience.  We base our belief system off the Word of God.  Raise your experience to match the Word!  Don’t lower your belief system to match your experiences.

In 1 Corinthians 14 Paul did an entire teaching on the proper use of praying in the Spirit in a church service.  Why is this necessary if it’s not for today?

I Corinthians 14:2 NKJV - “For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.”

Mysteries (Mysterion) - A hidden thing, secret, mystery - something formerly hidden but now revealed by God.

When we pray in the Spirit God reveals things to our minds we didn’t know, hidden secrets that He has for us.  

I Corinthians 14:14 NKJV - “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful.”

Why is this important?  Because in your spirit you have the fullness of God.  (Colossians 2:9) And God knows everything about everything.  All knowledge, wisdom, answers to the questions you have.  Answers to the questions you didn’t know you needed to ask.

Praying in the Spirit allows you to pray beyond your intellect!

You don’t always know what to pray, so you pray in the Spirit.  

You can pray the perfect prayer by praying in the Spirit.

I Corinthians 14:4 NKJV - “He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church.”

Praying in the Spirit builds you up.  

I Corinthians 14:18-19 NKJV - “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.”

Paul was a big fan of speaking on tongues. 

I Corinthians 14:39-40 NKJV - “Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order.”

This is very clear. Is this written to us and for us?  Then we should not forbid it either.  

Praying in the Spirit, in tongues, is one of the important things a NT Christian can do.  This is for every single believer, not just a select few.  

Praying in tongues is the doorway to the supernatural power of God.  (Acts 1:8)

