The Believer’s Authority Week 3
Purpose of Authority


Position- In heavenly places in Christ. We are in Christ. Seated with Christ.
Relationship- We are sons and daughters of God. Adopted into the family. Co-heirs with Christ.
	
Acts 10:38 NKJV- how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

Jesus did what he did to set an example.

John 14:12 NLT- I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.

Authority exists to confront and undo the enemy’s work in people’s lives. 

Ephesians 6:12- For our fight is not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, and against spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

We are in a battle. We have been given all the tools we need for any battle we could ever face.

We have to armor up. We need the full armor of God, every day. 

Ephesians 6:11 NKJV-Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

Ephesians 6:13-17 NLT- Therefore, put on every piece of God’s armor so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm. 14Stand your ground, putting on the belt of truth and the body armor of God’s righteousness. 15For shoes, put on the peace that comes from the Good News so that you will be fully prepared. 16In addition to all of these, hold up the shield of faith to stop the fiery arrows of the devil 17Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

When we wake up in the morning we need to get dressed in our armor. 

Ephesians 6:18 NLT- Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.

We put our armor on by praying in the Spirit. 

This is important because the devil, although defeated, is not dead. The solution is a revelation of our authority over him as believers!

John 16:33 NLT- These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.

Be of good cheer = tharseo from tharsos, which is courage or confidence, 

Matthew 16:18 NKJV- And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

If the gates of hell should not prevail against the church, that would mean you are in enemy territory successfully taking it back! 

What does authority allow us to do?

1. Overcome Sin and resist temptation
Authority empowers us to live free from the dominion of sin and the pull of our old nature.
Romans 6:6-7 - “knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with Him, so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we should no longer be slaves to sin. For the one who has died is freed from sin.
Romans 6:14-16 NKJV- For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
Grace is not a license to sin.
In order for the devil to do anything in your life, it takes your cooperation. He doesn’t have the authority and power until you stop obeying God and yield yourself to sin. When you yield yourself to sin, you’re yielding yourself to the one who authored that sin, which is satan. 
1 Corinthians 10:13 NKJV- No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
God equips us to overcome every temptation through the Word, the Holy Spirit, and our authority as believers.
2. Overcome the flesh

Galatians 5:24-25- And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Authority starts personally: if we can’t exercise it in our inner life, we won’t wield it effectively outwardly. 
Authority means learning to say, “No” to what your flesh wants and “Yes” to what your spirit knows is right.
The key to overcoming the flesh isn’t willpower — it’s spiritual power.

When you spend time with him in prayer your spirit is strengthened and fortified. 
When your spirit is strong, you can stand on the Word and use your authority to bring your emotions, desires, and thoughts into alignment with God’s will.
Romans 8- read through

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 NKJV- For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,

We have the ability to take captive and not give place to thoughts that come against the word of God with regards to our purpose, our identity, and our future.  
We overcome the flesh when we:
· Guard our thought life.
· Replace lies with the Word.
· Stay consistent in submitting our will to His.
Your mind is the battlefield. When you win there, you win everywhere else.
If we can’t rule in our inner life, we’ll struggle to rule in outer life.



3. Defeat every principality and power of darkness

God didn’t give us authority just to survive spiritual attacks. He gave it so we could enforce the victory Jesus already won and push back the kingdom of darkness wherever we go.

James 4:7 NKJV- Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

Flee- to run away in terror

1 Peter 5:8 NKJV- Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

4. Power to be a witness

Acts 1:8 NLT- But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Jesus didn’t just give us a mission and he didn’t expect us to do anything in our own ability. He gave us power and authority to carry it out. The word “power” in this verse is the Greek word dunamis, which means miraculous power, ability, and strength.
When you received the Holy Spirit, you were empowered to be a living demonstration of the Kingdom of God — not just with words, but with evidence.
Witness- attestation of a fact or event, testimony. One who has personal knowledge of something. Someone who testifies to what they have seen. 

There is no authority without power. They go hand in hand. With authority and power comes signs and wonders confirming the word.

Authority gives us the right to act on behalf of Jesus, and power gives us the ability to carry it out. Authority gives us power to represent Jesus and confirm the message with signs and wonders to follow. 

Mark 16:16-20 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.”
5. Reign in Life

We should be walking in our restored position — ruling in life as sons and daughters.

Ephesians 2:6 NKJV- and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

We are seated in a place of victory and need to operate and exercise our authority from that place of victory.

Romans 5:17 NKJV- For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

We are not meant to live as victims of circumstance, but as ambassadors who reign through Christ’s finished work.

These are just a few examples. 
Matthew 6:10 NKJV –Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Authority allows us to partner with Heaven so that God’s purposes are carried out here.
Matthew 16:19 NKJV – And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
Keys represent authority and access.
Authority is the “key” that unlocks Heaven’s agenda in earthly spaces: families, cities, workplaces, nations.
Revelation 1:6 NKJV- and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

