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Introduction

The Scripture memory program outlined in this book has been created as a tool
to help parents disciple their children into spiritually strong and fruitful
Christians. “How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living
according to your word.” (Psalm 119:9). Memory work is an essential part of
learning God’s word, and of the overall spiritual vitality of our children.

While it is ideal to learn longer passages of Scripture keeping verses within their
intended context, a child’s ability to memorize increases to a certain point as
they grow. For these reasons, this program lays out a gradual process of
learning. The pace of memorization accelerates through the elementary years,
when a child’s mind is built for soaking up lots of information. When children
reach the middle school and high school years, they begin memorizing longer
passages that are built on verses memorized earlier. For instance, students begin
their sequential learning of Romans 8 in third grade. By eighth grade, they will
be able to recite the chapter in its entirety!

The Essentials of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and the Apostles’ Creed
have also been included in the program. While these words are not the words of
Scripture and therefore should not be held equal to Scripture, they provide a
succinct understanding of basic fundamentals of the Christian church. Our hope
in including them, is that they will allow our children as young adults to test and
approve churches claiming to be Bible-following congregations.

At a child’s baptism, parents commit to raising their child in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. But the way to do that is not always clear, and in an
ever-changing world, the challenges shift, and we don’t always know how to
respond. Our children need a firm foundation on the absolute truths of Scripture
because, “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
endures forever.” (Isaiah 40:8) It is our prayer that this book will help you
nurture your child so that they, like our Savior Jesus, may be filled with wisdom
and the grace of God may be upon them. (Luke 2:40)

In Christ,
Discipleship Team

“Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the
way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, but whose delight is in
the law of the LORD, and who meditates on his law day and night. That person is
like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do prospers. (Psalm 1:1-3)
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ScriPture Memorg Work FAQ’s

1.

Does my child need to memorize the verse(s) word for word? Yes! This
is why it is important to choose or create memory aids that are true to the
words of Scripture (see page 3 for ideas). Using the exact wording ensures
that your child is setting themselves up to have a true and right
understanding of the verse(s).

Should my child memorize the Scripture reference with the verse? Yes!
This allows the child to return to the Bible for answers.

Can longer passages be “broken up”? Yes, longer passages can be broken
into smaller segments for better recitation and comprehension. The fewer
the chunks the better.

When does my child recite their memory work? Your child should
check-in for Sunday School then recite their memory work before reporting
to their Sunday School class.

Should I accompany my child as they recite their memory work? We
discourage parents from accompanying their child because it places undue
pressure on the child and may inadvertently influence the recitation of the
child’s work.

When should we aim to complete all of the Scripture Memory Work?
While children should use the entire Sunday School year to recite memory
work, all memory work must be completed two weeks prior to the Sunday
School Year-End Celebration. This will allow the Discipleship Team time
to assemble Completion Awards.

What if my child is sick, traveling, or otherwise absent at a point when
all memory work is due? Reciting in-person is always preferred. If you
know that your child has memory work to complete and will be absent, you
can contact the Memory Work Team Member who has been listening to
your child’s recitation throughout the year and arrange a time outside of the
Sunday School hour. As a last resort, your child can recite memory work
over the phone. Work recited over the phone is on the honor system and
assumes that the child is not reading from the book (or from parents’ lips!).
What if my child has a learning disability or difference? We want all
children to be able to participate in the Scripture Memory Work program! If
your child has a learning disability or difference, do not exclude him or her
from this opportunity to write God’s Word on their mind and heart! Please
talk with a member of the Memory Work Team and we will be glad to
devise a Scripture Memory Work plan for your child. This can be done on a
case-by-case basis.

Questions | want to ask ...
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14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we

profess. 13 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just
as we are—yet he did not sin. '6 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace
with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in
our time of need.

Hebrews 9:11-15

"But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is
not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this

creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but
he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus
obtaining eternal redemption. '3 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes
of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them
so that they are outwardly clean. ' How much more, then, will the blood of
Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God,
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve
the living God!

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has
died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first
covenant.

Jude 24-25

24To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before
his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 2*to the only

God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
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Mcmorg Aids

1.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Repeat the verse(s) at least once a day.

Have your child repeat the verse(s) ONLY after he/she has heard it many
times.

ALWAYS include the reference.

Review memory work at the same time each day, e.g. before or after a meal,
just before bedtime, etc. Then it will become a routine in your household.
Moving while memorizing can help the brain. Try marching, jumping in
place, jumping on a trampoline, clapping, spinning.

Use a rhythmic cadence: First... John... four... eight... God... is... love.
Use motions to cue certain words within the verse(s). Be careful not to
overdo it!

Check the internet for raps, songs, chants, motions, or make up your own
using unforgettable tunes (e.g. Mary Had a Little Lamb), or original tunes.
Be careful to choose or create an aid that is true to the words of Scripture.
Record the verse(s) so that your child can listen to it over and over again.

. Let your child write the verse(s), or fill in the blanks of the pre-written

verse(s).

Using a dry-erase marker, write the reference and verse(s) on a mirror so
that your child is reminded of it every time they go into the bathroom.

Play “Take Away”: Write the reference and verse(s) on an erasable surface.
Erase one word at a time until the surface is blank and your child knows it
without any help.

Play “Word Scramble”: Write the reference and each word of the verse(s)
on separate pieces of paper. Scramble all or part of the verse(s) and let your
child put the words in the right order.

Talk to other families to see what they do. Learn from one another as you
embark on the most important discipleship of all - that of your own kids!



Sixth Grade

Motto of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
In Essentials ... Unity
In Non-Essentials ... Liberty
In All Things ... Charity

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mart. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. The third day
he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Exodus 20:1-17

'And God spoke all these words:

2¢] am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery.

3“You shall have no other gods before me.

4“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 3 You shall not
bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous
God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, ¢ but showing love to a
thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.

7“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for
the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. ? Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, 1®but the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your
son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any
foreigner residing in your towns. ! For in six days the LORD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the
seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

15 et the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. ! Let the message of
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to
God with gratitude in your hearts. 7 And whatever you do, whether in word
or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.

2 Timothy 3:14-17

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, ' and
how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

Titus 2:11-14

"For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 21t
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, !* while we wait for
the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, ¥ who gave himself for us to redeem us from all

wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager
to do what is good.

Titus 3:3-7

3At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all
kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated
and hating one another. * But when the kindness and love of God our
Savior appeared, ®he saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit,  whom he poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his
grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

Hebrews 4:12-16

2For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. '3 Nothing in all creation is
hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give account.
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®If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,”
and you make the Most High your dwelling,
%110 harm will overtake you,
no disaster will come near your tent.
" For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways;
12 they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra;
you will trample the great lion and the serpent.

14«Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him;
I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.
15He will call on me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble,
I will deliver him and honor him.
16 With long life [ will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.”

Colossians 3:1-17

ISince, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on
things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now
hidden with Christ in God. * When Christ, who is your life, appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.

5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is

idolatry. ¢ Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk
in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid
yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and
filthy language from your lips. ® Do not lie to each other, since you have
taken off your old self with its practices '’ and have put on the new

self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its

Creator. " Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in
all.

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and

patience. ! Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 4 And over all
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.
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12“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.

13“You shall not murder.

14Y ou shall not commit adultery.

15Y ou shall not steal.

16y ou shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

17¢Y ou shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

Psalm 103:1-5

Praise the LORD, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2 Praise the LORD, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
4who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
Swho satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Luke 2:1-20

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) * And everyone went to their own
town to register.

4 S0 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. 3 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. ® While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was
no guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. * An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. ' But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. !! Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. !> This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
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13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,

Twelfth Grade

14<Glory to God in the highest heaven, The Essentials of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.”

1680 they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, ¥ and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. ' But Mary treasured up
all these things and pondered them in her heart. 2 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.

John 1:1-14

'Tn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. * Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. 3 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light.

® The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 1 He
was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world
did not recognize him. ! He came to that which was his own, but his own
did not receive him. 2 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of

God— B children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.

6. Jesus Christ will come again to the earth personally, visibly, and bodily—
to judge the living and the dead, and to consummate history and the eternal
plan of God. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22:20).

7. The Lord Jesus Christ commands all believers to proclaim the gospel
throughout the 2 world and to make disciples of all nations. Obedience to
the Great Commission requires total commitment to “Him who loved us and
gave Himself for us.” He calls us to a life of self-denying love and service.
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them” (Ephesians
2:10).

The Essentials are set forth in greater detail in the Westminster Confession
of Faith.

Psalm 91:1-16

'Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

21 will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom [ trust.”

3 Surely he will save you
from the fowler’s snare
and from the deadly pestilence.
4He will cover you with his feathers,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.
5You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
®nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
nor the plague that destroys at midday.
7 A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
8 You will only observe with your eyes
and see the punishment of the wicked.
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19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; 2’ idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 2! and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and
the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 2 gentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law. 2* Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with its passions and desires. 2’ Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep
in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and
envying each other.
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John 10:1-10

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out all his own,
he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his
voice. S But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away
from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” ® Jesus used
this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

" Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. & All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep have not listened to them. ® I am the gate; whoever enters through me
will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 1° The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.

Isaiah 53:1-6

"Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

4 Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.

5But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.

®We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;

and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.



Romans 8:1-17

ITherefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has
set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. ¢ The mind governed by the flesh is
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. ” The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor
can it do so. # Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. ° But if Christ is in

you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the
Spirit gives life because of righteousness. ! And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives
in you.

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the
flesh, to live according to it. 3 For if you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live.

4 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. ! The
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 7 Now if we are children, then
we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know
in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.

Ephesians 6:10-20

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. ! Put on the full
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s

schemes. 2 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. !* Therefore put
on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be
able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to

stand. ¥ Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your

waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, ' and with your feet
fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. ¢ In addition
to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the
Lord’s people. !® Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be
given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the

gospel, 2° for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that [ may declare it
fearlessly, as I should.

Galatians 5:13-26

13You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in

love. " For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love
your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out
or you will be destroyed by each other.

1680 1 say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. " For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit
what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that
you are not to do whatever you want. ¥ But if you are led by the Spirit, you
are not under the law.
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1 Our days may come to seventy years,
or eighty, if our strength endures;
yet the best of them are but trouble and sorrow,
for they quickly pass, and we fly away.
f only we knew the power of your anger!
Your wrath is as great as the fear that is your due.
12 Teach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

13Relent, LOrRD! How long will it be?
Have compassion on your servants.
14 Qatisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
15Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,
for as many years as we have seen trouble.
16 May your deeds be shown to your servants,
your splendor to their children.

"May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

'If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a
faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give
all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may

boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. ¥ It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. ® Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass
away. ? For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 1 but when
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. !! When I was a child, 1
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 2 For now we see
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Seventh Grade

Psalm 103:1-22
Praise the LORD, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
2 Praise the LORD, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
3 who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
4who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
Swho satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

¢ The LORD works righteousness
and justice for all the oppressed.

"He made known his ways to Moses,
his deeds to the people of Israel:
8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
® He will not always accuse,
nor will he harbor his anger forever;
Yhe does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
" For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
12 a5 far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

13 As a father has compassion on his children,

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;
14 for he knows how we are formed,

he remembers that we are dust.
15 The life of mortals is like grass,

they flourish like a flower of the field;
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone,

and its place remembers it no more.
1" But from everlasting to everlasting

the LORD’s love is with those who fear him,

and his righteousness with their children’s children—
18 with those who keep his covenant

and remember to obey his precepts.
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19 The LORD has established his throne in heaven, l h Cl
and his kingdom rules over all. E CVCnt Gl‘a c

20 Praise the LORD, you his angels, The Essentials of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church

you mighty ones who do his bidding,
who obey his word.

2 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts,
you his servants who do his will.

22 Praise the LORD, all his works
everywhere in his dominion.

Praise the LORD, my soul.

Psalm 19:1-14

!The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.
2 Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.
3 They have no speech, they use no words;
no sound is heard from them.
4Yet their voice! goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world.
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5 Ttis like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
like a champion rejoicing to run his course.
®It rises at one end of the heavens
and makes its circuit to the other;
nothing is deprived of its warmth.

"The law of the LORD is perfect,
refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,
making wise the simple.

8 The precepts of the LORD are right,
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,
giving light to the eyes.

® The fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever.

The decrees of the LORD are firm,
and all of them are righteous.

10

4. Being estranged from God and condemned by our sinfulness, our
salvation is wholly dependent upon the work of God’s free grace. God
credits His righteousness to those who put their faith in Christ alone for
their salvation, and thereby justifies them in His sight. Only such as are
born of the Holy Spirit and receive Jesus Christ become children of God
and heirs of eternal life.

5. The true Church is composed of all persons who through saving faith in
Jesus Christ and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit are united together
in the body of Christ. The Church finds her visible yet imperfect expression
in local congregations where the Word of God is preached in its purity and
the sacraments are administered in their integrity, where scriptural
discipline is practiced, and where loving fellowship is maintained. For her
perfecting she awaits the return of her Lord.

Psalm 90:1-17

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
throughout all generations.

2 Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the whole world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

3 You turn people back to dust,
saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.”
4 A thousand years in your sight
are like a day that has just gone by,
or like a watch in the night.
5Yet you sweep people away in the sleep of death—
they are like the new grass of the morning:
®In the morning it springs up new,
but by evening it is dry and withered.

"We are consumed by your anger
and terrified by your indignation.
8 You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence.
® All our days pass away under your wrath;
we finish our years with a moan.
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®because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 19 They are more precious than gold,

and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,
"Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For than honey from the honeycomb.
what children are not disciplined by their father? 3If you are not 1By them your servant is warned,
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not in keeping them there is great reward.
legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. ®Moreover, we have all had 12But who can discern their own errors?
human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much Forgive my hidden faults.
more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 1° They disciplined 13K eep your servant also from willful sins;
us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our may they not rule over me.
good, in order that we may share in his holiness. ! No discipline seems Then I will be blameless,
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of innocent of great transgression.

righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
4 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart

12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 12 “Make level be pleasing in your sight,
paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Isaiah 53:1-12
"Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

4 Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.

5But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.

®We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;

and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.
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"He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
®He was assigned a grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

10yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11 After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

John 10:1-18

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen
by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own,
he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his
voice. S But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away
from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” ® Jesus used
this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was
telling them.

" Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. & All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the
sheep have not listened to them. ® I am the gate; whoever enters through me
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Philippians 2:1-11

ITherefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, *not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others.

5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus:

®Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own
advantage;
" rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,

10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

Tand every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Hebrews 12:1-13

!Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him
he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. * Consider him who endured such opposition from
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of
shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of
encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
29



2 Above all else, guard your heart,
for everything you do flows from it.
24 Keep your mouth free of perversity;
keep corrupt talk far from your lips.
% Let your eyes look straight ahead,
fix your gaze directly before you.
26 Give careful thought to the!®! paths for your feet
and be steadfast in all your ways.
¥’ Do not turn to the right or the left;
keep your foot from evil.

Isaiah 55:6-11
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found,;
call on him while he is near.
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts.
Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.
?“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
150 is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

1 Corinthians 10:13
13No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind.
And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can
bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you
can endure it.
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will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 1° The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have
life, and have it to the full.

<] am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So
when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then
the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. > The man runs away because he is
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.

14¢T am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know

me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down
my life for the sheep. 11 have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen.
must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be
one flock and one shepherd. !” The reason my Father loves me is that I lay
down my life—only to take it up again. ¥ No one takes it from me, but I lay
it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to
take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”

Romans 8:1-30
ITherefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has
set you free from the law of sin and death. * For what the law was
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. ¢ The mind governed by the flesh is
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. ” The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor
can it do so. # Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. * But if Christ is in

you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the
Spirit gives life because of righteousness. ! And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
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dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because ofl®! his Spirit who
lives in you.

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the
flesh, to live according to it. 3 For if you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live.

4 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. !* The
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 7 Now if we are children, then
we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

18] consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us. !° For the creation waits in eager
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 2° For the creation was
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope 2! that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of
God.

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time. 2 Not only so, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we
were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have? 2° But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through
wordless groans. 2’ And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the
will of God.

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. 2° For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 3 And those he
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"You are my hiding place;
you will protect me from trouble
and surround me with songs of deliverance.

81 will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.
Do not be like the horse or the mule,
which have no understanding
but must be controlled by bit and bridle
or they will not come to you.
10 Many are the woes of the wicked,
but the LORD’s unfailing love
surrounds the one who trusts in him.

1 Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;
sing, all you who are upright in heart!

Psalm 119:9-16
®How can a young person stay on the path of purity?
By living according to your word.
107 seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.
T have hidden your word in my heart
that I might not sin against you.
12 Praise be to you, LORD;
teach me your decrees.
13 With my lips I recount
all the laws that come from your mouth.
4] rejoice in following your statutes
as one rejoices in great riches.
151 meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways.
161 delight in your decrees;
I will not neglect your word.

Proverbs 4:20-27
20 My son, pay attention to what I say;
turn your ear to my words.
2' Do not let them out of your sight,
keep them within your heart;
2 for they are life to those who find them
and health to one’s whole body.
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predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he
Tcnth Gl”aClC justified, he also glorified.

The Essentials of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
2. Jesus Christ, the living Word, became flesh through His miraculous
conception by the Holy Spirit and His virgin birth. He who is true God
became true man united in one Person forever. He died on the cross a
sacrifice for our sins according to the Scriptures. On the third day He arose
bodily from the dead, ascended into heaven where, at the right hand of the
Majesty on High, He now is our High Priest and Mediator.

3. The Holy Spirit has come to glorify Christ and to apply the saving work
of Christ to our hearts. He convicts us of sin and draws us to the Savior,
indwelling our hearts. He gives new life to us, empowers and imparts gifts
to us for service. He instructs and guides us into all truth, and seals us for
the day of redemption.

Psalm 32:1-11

Blessed is the one
whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.

2 Blessed is the one
whose sin the LORD does not count against them
and in whose spirit is no deceit.

3 When I kept silent,
my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

“For day and night
your hand was heavy on me;
my strength was sapped
as in the heat of summer.
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you
and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the LORD.”
And you forgave
the guilt of my sin.

® Therefore let all the faithful pray to you
while you may be found,;

surely the rising of the mighty waters
will not reach them.
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Eighth Grade

Psalm 8:1-9
"LoRD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

You have set your glory
in the heavens.

2 Through the praise of children and infants
you have established a stronghold against your enemies,
to silence the foe and the avenger.

3 When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,
which you have set in place,

4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them,
human beings that you care for them?

5You have made them a little lower than the angels
and crowned them with glory and honor.

You made them rulers over the works of your hands;
you put everything under their feet:

7all flocks and herds,
and the animals of the wild,

8 the birds in the sky,
and the fish in the sea,
all that swim the paths of the seas.

 LORD, our Lord,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

Psalm 39:1-13

1 said, “I will watch my ways
and keep my tongue from sin;

I will put a muzzle on my mouth
while in the presence of the wicked.”

2S0 I remained utterly silent,
not even saying anything good.

But my anguish increased;

3 my heart grew hot within me.

While I meditated, the fire burned;
then I spoke with my tongue:
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10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you
strong, firm and steadfast. ! To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
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Philippians 4:4-8

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 3 Let your
gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.

Hebrews 12:1-6

!Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles.
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him
he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of
the throne of God. * Consider him who endured such opposition from
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

4In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of
shedding your blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of
encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
®because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

1 Peter 5:5-11

5In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders.
All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because,
“God opposes the proud

but shows favor to the humble.”
¢ Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift
you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to devour. ® Resist him, standing firm in
the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the
world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.
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4¢“Show me, LORD, my life’s end
and the number of my days;
let me know how fleeting my life is.
5You have made my days a mere handbreadth;
the span of my years is as nothing before you.
Everyone is but a breath,
even those who seem secure.

6 “Surely everyone goes around like a mere phantom;
in vain they rush about, heaping up wealth
without knowing whose it will finally be.

7“But now, Lord, what do I look for?
My hope is in you.
8 Save me from all my transgressions;
do not make me the scorn of fools.
°1 was silent; I would not open my mouth,
for you are the one who has done this.
19 Remove your scourge from me;
I am overcome by the blow of your hand.
'When you rebuke and discipline anyone for their sin,
you consume their wealth like a moth—
surely everyone is but a breath.

12“Hear my prayer, LORD,
listen to my cry for help;
do not be deaf to my weeping.
I dwell with you as a foreigner,
a stranger, as all my ancestors were.
BT ook away from me, that I may enjoy life again
before I depart and am no more.”

Isaiah 9:6-7

¢For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
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with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.

Romans 8:1-39

ITherefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has
set you free from the law of sin and death. * For what the law was
powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he
condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the
flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their
minds set on what the Spirit desires. ¢ The mind governed by the flesh is
death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. ” The mind
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor
can it do so. # Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. !° But if Christ is in

you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the
Spirit gives life because of righteousness. ! And if the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives
in you.

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the
flesh, to live according to it. 3 For if you live according to the flesh, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live.

4 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. !* The
Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear
again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies
with our spirit that we are God’s children. 7 Now if we are children, then
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John 10:27-30

"27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 221 give
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of
my hand. 2 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no
one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 31 and the Father are one.”

Romans 1:16-25

18 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the
Gentile. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The
righteous will live by faith.”

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the
godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their
wickedness, 1 since what may be known about God is plain to them,
because God has made it plain to them. 2° For since the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been
clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are
without excuse.

U For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 2 and
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to
sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They
exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

Philippians 2:1-4

ITherefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if
any comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-
minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value
others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others.
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and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are right in your verdict
and justified when you judge.
5 Surely I was sinful at birth,
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
®Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb;
you taught me wisdom in that secret place.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
®Hide your face from my sins
and blot out all my iniquity.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
"Do not cast me from your presence

or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
so that sinners will turn back to you.
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God,
you who are God my Savior,
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15Open my lips, Lord,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
"My sacrifice, O God, is® a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart
you, God, will not despise.

18 May it please you to prosper Zion,
to build up the walls of Jerusalem.

1 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous,
in burnt offerings offered whole;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.
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we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

181 consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the
glory that will be revealed in us. !° For the creation waits in eager
expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 2° For the creation was
subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one
who subjected it, in hope 2! that the creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of
God.

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the present time. 2 Not only so, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our
adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we
were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have? 2° But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through
wordless groans. 2’ And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the
will of God.

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. 2° For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 3 And those he
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he
justified, he also glorified.

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who
can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for
us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all

things? 3* Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?
It is God who justifies. 3* Who then is the one who condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 3 Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword? 3¢ As it is written:
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“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

Ninth Grade

. . . The Essentials of the E lical P terian Church
3 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who ¢ Essentials of the Evangelical Presbyterian Churc

loved us. 3 For [ am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, * neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

James 3:1-12

"Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because
you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all
stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is
perfect, able to keep their whole body in check.

3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can
turn the whole animal. * Or take ships as an example. Although they are so
large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small
rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part
of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on
fire by a small spark. ® The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the
parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s
life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and
have been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It
is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

® With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. !° Out of the same
mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not
be. ! Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 1> My
brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear

figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.
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All Scripture is self-attesting, and being Truth requires our unreserved
submission in all areas of life. The infallible Word of God—the 66 books of
the Old and New Testaments—is a complete and unified witness to God’s
redemptive acts culminating in the incarnation of the Living Word, the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Bible, uniquely and fully inspired by the Holy Spirit, is
the supreme and final authority on all matters on which it speaks. On this
sure foundation, we affirm these additional essentials of our faith.

1. We believe in one God, the sovereign Creator and Sustainer of all things,
infinitely perfect and eternally existing in three Persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. To Him be all honor, glory, and praise forever!

Psalm 46:1-7

'God is our refuge and strength,
an ever-present help in trouble.

2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,

3 though its waters roar and foam
and the mountains quake with their surging.

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy place where the Most High dwells.

3God is within her, she will not fall;
God will help her at break of day.

®Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall;
he lifts his voice, the earth melts.

"The LORD Almighty is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Psalm 51:1-19

"Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing love;

according to your great compassion
blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash away all my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin.

3For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned
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