Week 4
MARCH 14 -20, 2021

by Roger Gench

HYMN OF THE WEEK: “There's a Wideness in God’s Mercy”

PRAYER FOCUS: Thanksgiving — What blessings have | received
from God? How can | put into words what Jesus has done for me
and for my loved ones?

ACTION: Give thanks to someone for their work each day. Write
an email to a colleague. Send a thank you letter to a public servant
or frontline worker in your community. Express gratitude to those
you encounter in customer service. Tell vour pastor or a church
volunteer what you appreciate about their service.
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WORSHIP THE LUKE 4618

On the heels of his baptism, Jesus faces diabolic

LORD YOUR temnptation in the wilderness thaf tests his mettle for

the ministry before him. None of the tempfations the

GOD' AND SERVE devil sets before him have ignoble ends in view —

daily bread, the good of nations and victory over death
ON LY H IM all are worthy goals. But each temptaftion entails
" selfish manipulafion rather than service to the glory of
God. lesus modals service to ofhers, refusing fo give in
to the diabolic famptation to serve himself,

- Practice: Pray this Scripturs slowly

© andimagine that you are present in this
scene, observing the davil's tempfting of
lesus. Consider his responsas to tham,
and how you might frame vour own.

Jorwrnal: Record in vour journal any
questions, thoughts or emotions that
amearge as you pray with this Scripture,
noting vour sense of whether thay move
vou toward God or away from God.
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LUKE 4:16-30

This scene represents the inauguration of Jesus’ public ministry in Luke. The words he
teads from the Isaiah scroll in his hometown synagogue constitute the programmatic
message his ministry will embody — bringing good news to the poor, release to the
captives, the recovery of sight to the blind and letting the oppressed go free. As his
ministry unfolds, it will fulfill each of these bold works of liberation.

Practice: You are invited to pray this Scripture with special attention
to the words of Isaiah in verses 18-19. What images arrest your
attention or challenge you, and why?

Jouwrnal: Note in your journal your sense of movement toward God
and away from God as you engaged in prayerful reflection on this story.
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LUKE 4:31-

Exorcism is a characteristic aspect of Jesus' public ministry — a reality outside the
range of our own experience. But if we ponder the demaonic as a spiritual condition,
we can surely recognize realities that distort and disfigure human life in our own time
and place from which we may need release. Racism, for example, is surely a spiritual
deformity in our lives and in our society. In this exorcism story in Luke 4, Jesus
represents a comprehensive threat to the whole realm of demons, providing release,
here and now, from forces that deform and deface our lives.

Practice: Prayerfully and slowly read this story from Luke, pondering
realities in your own life, and in the life of the world around you, that
distort and disfigure life, and thus can be described as demenic.

Journal: Note in your journal any insights that emerged during your
prayer time, and any demons vou can identify in your own life that keep
you from the life that God intends for you.
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LUKE 5:1-11

This story about Jesus’ calling of the first disciples invites us to consider our own
calling as disciples. Have you ever felt called to put your boat into deep water and
been uncomfortable or challenged by that call? It is not easy to be a disciple of
Jesus. So if we follow Jesus, we too might be called into deep waters to face into the
brokenness of cur world.

Practice: Read this lesson slowly and imagine yourself in the scene.
Where are you in this story and what do you see, hear and feel?

Journal: Write in your journal of your experience of praying this story,
and the movement of your spirit toward God or away from God that
engagement with it evoked.
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LUKE 6:27-36

In this scene from Luke's Sermon on the Plain, Jesus exhorts us to love our enemies —
surely one of the hardest things he asks us to do. Theologian Miroslav Volf claims that
loving our enemies goes to the heart of the Christian faith. In his book “A Public Faith,”
he writes: “Love doesn’'t mean agreement and approval; it means benevolence and
beneficence, pessible disagreement and disapproval notwithstanding.” Thus, loving our
enemies does not absolve us or deter us from pursuing justice as we understand it, from
our calling to stand in selidarity with the marginalized among us, or from calling evil by
its name. Justice and mercy go together — both are works of God.

Practice: Prayerfully read this passage from Luke and reflect deeply on
what it might mean to love your enemias. When you think of your enemies,
who comes to mind? Members of your family or church? Fellow citizens?
Foreign adversaries? If you are to pray for your enemies, what will you pray
for? As you reflect on Jesus’ admeniticns, what do they compel you te do?

Journal: Note in your journal any insights that emerged from your
prayetful engagement with Jesus' teaching.
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LUKE 6:6:36-42

Another hard teaching of Jesus is before us: “Do not judge, and you will not be judged.”
In the hyperpolarized times in which we live, judging others is part of daily discourse and
seems to have become a virtue rather than a vice. This passage challenges that notion
at its very core. Today's Scripture, combined with yesterday's injunction to love our
enemies, highlights mercy as a central characteristic of the Christian life — because God
is merciful, and we are God's children and are to reflect that family resemblance.

Practice: Prayerfully read this passage, mulling over aspects of it that
stand out to you and that resonate with your own experience. Reflect on
ways in which the merciful character of God informs our identity as God's
own children.

Jowrnal: Note in your journal what happened as you prayed with this
text.
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LUKE 6:43-49

Jesus' teaching in this passage is very simple yet weighty: good trees produce good fruit.
Thus, good conduct comes from a good heart. Moreover, the words that come out of our
meuths reflect what is in our hearts.

Practice: Prayerfully read and reflect on this Scripture, with special
attention to the connection between fruit and tree — between action and
heart, and speech and heart.

Jouwrnal: Note in your journal key reflections that emerged in your prayer
with this passage of Scripture.
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