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Trinity Lutheran Church - Christ the King 
3701 Jefferson Ave Midland, MI 48640 

November 22, 2025, 5:00 pm 

HYMN SING 

Jonathan Lonsway, piano 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Come, people of God—gather to celebrate the one who reigns in love, whose 
power is mercy, whose throne is grace, whose crown is compassion. 
We gather to lift our hearts in praise to the King who brings peace, 
who heals the broken, and who welcomes all into his kingdom. 
 

Christ is not a ruler of might, but the servant of all. Christ is not a conqueror of 
nations, but the redeemer of hearts. 
Let every voice proclaim and every heart rejoice: Christ reigns now 
and always!  Alleluia! 
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BENEDICTION 

Go now, blessed by the Creator, who shaped the world not for power, but for 
peace and belonging. 
 
Go, following Christ the King, whose throne is a cross, and whose rule is love 
without end. 
 
Go, strengthened by the Holy Spirit, who sends you to serve with courage, to for-
give with grace, and to live as citizens of a kingdom where mercy always triumphs. 
 
Go in peace, in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the ☩ Holy Spirit, to pro-

claim the Kingdom of God with your life. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN   ELW #660 

 Lift High the Cross 
 See next page 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Jonathan Lonsway, piano 
 

 

 

Hymns reproduced by permission under OneLicense # A-703142 
Liturgical music reproduced by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License # SAS006198 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #634 (vs. 1-3, 5-6) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Gracious and sovereign God, you reign from a cross of love. In your kingdom, 
power is shown through mercy, greatness through service, and glory through for-
giveness. Reign in us, O Christ: in our thoughts, our words, our hearts, and our 
hands. Shape us into a people who live your kingdom now, bringing grace where 
there is pain, peace where there is conflict, and love where there is fear. In the 
name of Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 23:1-6 Page 561 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. 
Judah’s unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will 
raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.  

 
The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 46  

     1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center 
cups (white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets  
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the cen-
ter aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.   

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

Beautiful Savior ELW #838 

Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW #855 

 



 

 8 

OFFERTORY 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Servant King, and you gave your life so the world might know love. Now we bring 
these gifts to your table, not to impress, but to serve; not to earn, but to bless. 
Take what we offer, Lord—our money, our time, our hands, our hearts—and use 
them to lift up the lowly, to comfort the broken, to feed the hungry, and to shine 
your light in the dark places of this world. In the name of Christ, who came not to 
be served but to serve.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
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      8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 

SECOND READING:  Colossians 1:11-20 Page 155 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one 
who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God.  

 
The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL:  Luke 23:33-43  Page 68 

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call 
him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be Messiah and 
king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to 
welcome a despised sinner to paradise but puts his own death 
into God’s hands.  

 
After the reading: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

Jeff Gramza 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #434 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE 

Offer a sign of peace with those around you 
 

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 


