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DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest. 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Trinity Lutheran Church - Epiphany 
3701 Jefferson Ave Midland, MI 48640 

January 3, 2026, 5:00 pm 

HYMN SING 

Jonathan Lonsway, piano 
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Arise, for light has come. The light of Christ shines in the darkness, 
And the darkness has not overcome it. 

Long have the shadows covered the earth—fear and doubt, division and despair. 
Yet God’s light breaks through, revealing hope where we least expect 
it. 

From a distant star to a humble child, from the margins to the center, 
God makes known a glory meant for all people. 

Come, let us worship the God who shines in the darkness, 
For in Christ, the true light has come. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #677 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION:  Now, Lord 

BENEDICTION 

May God the Father, source of all light, send you into the world with courage to 
follow where the light leads. 

May God the Son, the light made flesh, shine in your hearts and through your lives, 
revealing love where it is least expected. 

May God the Holy Spirit, fire and breath of God, set your faith ablaze and carry 
you beyond familiar paths into God’s unfolding future. 

And may the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, now and always, rest upon 
you, guide you, and make you light for the world. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Radiant God, you sent your light into the world not to blind us, but to guide us; 
not to overwhelm us, but to lead us home. By the star’s glow, you drew seekers 
from afar, by the child’s presence, you revealed your heart. Shine upon us now. 
Open our eyes to your glory, our hearts to your grace, and our lives to your call-
ing, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:  Micah 5:2–6  Page 671 

Long before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Micah spoke hope into a time of fear and uncertainty. He 
points not to the powerful city of Jerusalem, but to the small and overlooked town of Bethlehem, 
reminding us that God often chooses what seems insignificant to bring about deep and lasting peace. 
In these words, we hear a promise of a shepherd-king whose strength comes not from power, but from 
care, presence, and faithfulness. 
 

The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 

 1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2 that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the | hills, in righteousness. 
 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center 
cups (white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets  
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the cen-
ter aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.   

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

In the Bleak Midwinter ELW #294 

The First Noel  ELW #300 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Giver of light and every good gift, you have revealed yourself in Christ as grace 
freely given, love poured out. As we bring these offerings, we offer more than 
what is placed before you, we offer our gratitude, our trust, and our desire to re-
flect your light. Take what we give and let it shine in acts of mercy, in words of 
hope, in lives shaped by generosity and joy. Amen. 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
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  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, 
  and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
 11 May all kings bow down before him, 
  and all the nations do him service. 
 12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, 
  the oppressed, and those who have no helper. 
 13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, 
  and preserves the lives of the needy. 
 14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, 
  and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 3:1-12 Page 149 

What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of 
Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised sal-
vation.  
 

The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 2:1-12  Page 2 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a 
faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.  

 
After the reading: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

Pastor Jeff Gramza 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #279 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.   Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God.  
Your mercy is great. 

 

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE 

Offer a sign of peace with those around you 
 

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

OFFERTORY 


