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Trinity Lutheran Church - Second Sunday of Advent 
3701 Jefferson Ave Midland, MI 48640 

December 7, 2025, 8:45 am 

PRELUDE 

 Two Settings of “Freu dich Sehr” Egil Hovland 

 (Comfort, Comfort, Now My People) Gerald Near 
  Charly Sly, organ 
 

WELCOME 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
A shoot shall spring from the stump of Jesse—a sign that life can grow from what 
seemed dead, hope can rise from what was cut down. 
We come longing for that hope—for hearts renewed and spirits made 
alive again. 

The voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight 
his paths!” 
We come to prepare—to clear away what divides, to make room for 
the Holy One. 

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and might, rests upon him. In 
him, enemies find peace, and strangers become neighbors. 
We come to welcome that peace—to live as one family in Christ, filled 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Come, Lord Jesus—plant your righteousness in us, and make our lives 
a dwelling place for your peace. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

Go now with hearts awake and hands ready. The Creator, who brings green shoots 
from dry ground, is already stirring new life within you. 

The Christ, who burns away what is empty and false, walks beside you with refin-
ing love and calls you to bear the fruit of mercy. 

The Spirit, wild and tender as wind in the trees, fills you with wisdom and courage 
until all creation breathes again with peace. 

Go in hope, go in joy, for the ☩ Holy One is coming—and the world is being 
made new. Amen. 

 
 

SENDING HYMN  ELW #249 

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
See next page 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

POSTLUDE 

 PUER NOBIS stg. Aaron David Miller 

  Charly Sly, organ 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #239 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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KYRIE Cantor, Jim Murphy 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Communion will be distributed by coming forward and receiving the bread and wine. The center 
cups (white) are non-alcoholic grape juice. Upon receiving, please put empty cups in baskets  
provided. If you prefer gluten free, please ask Pastor who is distributing. Please proceed up the center 
aisle returning to your seat via the side aisles.   

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

All Earth Is Hopeful  ELW #266 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the  
glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of new beginnings, from the stumps of our wearied hearts you bring forth 
new life, and through the voice in the wilderness you call us to prepare the way. 
Root us in your steadfast love, that we might bear the fruits of repentance and 
hope. Breathe your Spirit of wisdom and peace upon us, until your whole creation 
is filled with the knowledge of your glory, and all flesh shall see your salvation. 
Through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and our peace. Amen. 
 
 

The congregation is seated and children are invited forward for the Children’s Sermon. 

 



 

 6 

CANDLE LIGHTING SONG 

CHILDREN’S SERMON & CANDLE LIGHTING 

This Sunday we light the candle of peace. 

 

KIDS’ PRAISE 

At this time children age 3 – grade 5 are now dismissed, 
at the parent’s discretion, to the Chapel. 

 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 11:1-10 Page 496 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew 
David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, 
this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be 
restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence.  

 
The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Gracious and generous God, you are the source of every good and perfect gift. 
From the barren stump you bring new life, from the wilderness you raise a voice 
of hope. As we bring these offerings, we give thanks for your faithfulness through 
every season. May our gratitude bear fruit in lives of compassion, and our generos-
ity reflect the joy of your coming kingdom, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
our hope. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

In the wilderness, a voice cries out: “Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.” Before we can welcome the coming Christ, we must be honest about 
what needs to be cleared away. Let us come before God in confession. 

Silence for reflection 

Merciful God, we cling to what is comfortable 
and resist the fire of your refining love. 
We speak of justice, yet turn from its cost. 
We long for new life, yet fear what must die for it to come. 
Forgive us, O God. 
Renew in us the Spirit of wisdom, 
that we may bear fruits worthy of repentance 
and fully live into your kingdom. 

Hear the good news: In Christ Jesus, forgiveness blossoms anew. Your sins are for-
given. Your hearts are made ready. Walk now in the peace and power of the Spirit, 
as children of God’s new creation.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 

 

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE 

Offer a sign of peace with those around you 
 

GATHERING OF GIFTS FOR MISSION AND MINISTRY 
 

OFFERTORY 

 Savior of the Nations, Come arr. Cathy Moklebust 

  JuBELLation 

 

 7 

PSALM 122 

SECOND READING:  Romans 15:4-13 Page 125 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has 
welcomed them into God’s family.  

 
The reading is concluded:  
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 3:1-12  Page 2 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist ap-
pears, calling people to mend their ways and speaking of a power-
ful one who is to come.  

 
After the reading: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

Jeff Gramza 
 

Prepare  the  way   of   the  Lord.   All flesh shall see the  salvation  of  God. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #256 


