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Rome - A Place of Longing 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 
 

Today’s Lay Reader:  Judy Pine 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Prelude  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came arr. David Cherwien 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 11 AM 
on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come whenever and 
wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

People: We come, ready to begin our journey to Bethlehem. 
Leader: Like the Christmas story, our journey begins in Rome, a place of 

longing. 
People: Rome was the location of Earthly power.  An Earthly decree went 

out from a man with Earthly power.  God used that moment to 
bring real, divine power to Earth in a small, powerless town. 
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Hymn    Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 
 
 
  



Page 3 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Oh God, from the beginning you have called your people to a journey of 
faith.  This Advent, be our guide on this journey through scripture, through 
our speaking and listening and through our fellowship.  May we journey 
closer to Christ this Advent as we celebrate his first coming, and await his 
second.  Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Chorus  All Hail King Jesus 
 

All Hail King Jesus!  All hail Emmanuel, 
King of kings, Lord of Lords, Bright Morning Star.  
And throughout eternity, I’ll sing Your praises, 
And I'll reign with You throughout eternity. 

 
Senior Choir A Tiny Child Don Besig 
 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Scripture Lesson Romans 8:18-25 
 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the children of God, for the creation was subjected to futility, not 
of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of 
the glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were 
saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already 
sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 
Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  Rome - A Place of Longing 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Ricercare on “Ave Maria Klare” J. C. F. Fischer 
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Offertory Hymn  Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, 
His name is called Emmanuel. 

 
A Service of Word and Table 

 

Please see the Communion Liturgy on page 6 of this document. 
 
Hymn   Send Your Word 
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Benediction 
 
Postlude  Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts Camille Saint-Saens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license A-731620. 
CCLI:  CSPL099122 



 
A Service of Word and Table 

 
Invitation 

 
Pastor: Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another. 

 
Confession and Pardon 

 
People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved You with our 

whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not 
done Your will, we have broken Your law, we have rebelled against 
Your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard 
the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Pastor: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are all 
forgiven! 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  
All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
The pastor gives thanks appropriate to the occasion, remembering God's mighty 
acts of salvation, and concludes:  And so, with Your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
The people sing their response: 



 
The pastor continues the Thanksgiving. The institution of the Lord's Supper is 
recalled. The pastor concludes:  And so, in remembrance of these Your mighty 
acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and 
living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
 
The people sing their response: 



 
 
The pastor invokes the present work of the Holy Spirit and then praises the 
Trinity, concluding:  All honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
 
 
ALL:  Amen! 
 
 
Breaking the Bread 
 
 
Giving the Cup 
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