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The Beginning of Wisdom 
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Today’s Lay Reader:  Tom Crawford 
 
 
Welcome   
 
Prelude  Air J. Matheson 
 
Call to Worship  
 

Leader: Come!  Come from our sanctuary or from your home.  Come at 11 AM 
on Sunday or any time during the week.  Come whenever and 
wherever you are.  Come!  Worship is called in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

People: We come, seeking wisdom, not foolishness. 
Leader: We lift our hearts to God, who calls us to wisdom, peace, and life. 
People: Come, Holy Spirit, guide us into truth, and lead us in the way 

everlasting. 
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Hymn    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (verses 1, 2, and 5) 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Gracious and Wise God, we gather before you, seeking your instruction.  
You are the creator of all understanding.  Lord Jesus, you teach us to walk 
in righteousness, justice, and peace.  Come, Holy Spirit, fill this time of 
worship.  Open our ears, open our minds, open our hearts, that we may 
receive your truth and walk in your ways.  In the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Teacher and Lord, we pray.  Amen. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Chorus  Praise the Name of Jesus (sing twice) 
 

Praise the name of Jesus, Praise the name of Jesus,  
He's my rock, He's my fortress, He's my deliverer, in Him will I trust. 
Praise the name of Jesus. 

 
Senior Choir How Firm a Foundation Emma Lou Diemer 
 

~ Please join in singing when indicated. ~ 
 

The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no, never, no never forsake! 

 
Young Disciples Chatting with the Rev 
 
Scripture Lesson Proverbs 1:1-7 
 

The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 
 
For learning about wisdom and instruction, 
  for understanding words of insight, 
for gaining instruction in wise dealing, 
  righteousness, justice, and equity; 
to teach shrewdness to the simple, 
  knowledge and prudence to the young— 
let the wise, too, hear and gain in learning 
  and the discerning acquire skill, 
to understand a proverb and a figure, 
  the words of the wise and their riddles. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
  fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
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Leader: The Word of God for the people of God 
People: Thanks be to God 

Message  The Beginning of Wisdom 
 
Offering Ourselves and Our Gifts to God 
 
Offertory  Pavanne Gabriel Fauré 
 
Doxology Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Him, all creatures here below:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Hymn   Dear Lord and Father of Mankind (verses 1, 2, and 5) 



Page 5 
 

 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  Festal Finale Henry Coleman 
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