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Lesson 4 What does it mean to “Speaking In Tongues”? 
 
❖​We discussed in the lesson on “What is Pentecostal”, that when 

the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit was poured out on the 120 in the 
Upper Room, that they all spoke in tongues.  But there is some 
confusion with other scripture about speaking in tongues and 
we are going to explain this. 

 
❖​Old Testament scripture and see how this experience was 

prophesied. 
 
Isaiah 28:11-12  
For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.  To 
whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this 
is the refreshing: 
 
Joel 2:28-29  
And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see visions:  And also upon the servants and upon 
the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit. 
 
❖​New Testament scripture that confirms these prophecies. 

 
Acts 2:17-18  
And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: And on my 
servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy: 
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1Corinthians 14:21-22 
In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto 
this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.  Wherefore 
tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, 
 
❖​The point of  how Yahweh uses other tongues in relation to His 

church. 
➢​Speaking in another language that is unknown to the 

speaker is evidence of the infilling or receiving of the Holy 
Ghost or Holy Spirit. 

 
Acts 2:4 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 
Acts 10:44-48 
While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard 
the word.  And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as 
many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the 
gift of the Holy Ghost.  For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 
God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  And he 
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. 
 
ACT 19:1-6  
And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He 
said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they 
said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  
And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto 
John's baptism.  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which 
should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  When they heard this, they were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  And when Paul had laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied. 
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❖​Next, God will give you a prayer language, which will flow from 

your inner being in a communication language from you 
directly to Him. 

 
Jude 1:20-21 
But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the 
Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  
 
Romans 8:26-27  NIV 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. 
 
❖​Lastly, there is a prophetic message in tongues that need an 

interpreter. 
 
1Corinthians 14:27-28 
If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and that by course; and let one interpret.  But if there be no interpreter, let him 
keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. 
 
1Corinthians 12:7-12  NIV 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  
To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the 
message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the 
same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous 
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues.  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and 
he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  The body is a unit, though it is 
made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. 
So it is with Christ. 
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Recap:   
So, these are the three types of other tongues in relation to 
the Christian’s life.   
❖​Initial evidence of the infilling of the Holy Spirit or Holy 

Ghost 
❖​Heavenly Prayer Language 
❖​Messages in Tongues of warning and prophesy, that is 

interpreted 
 
Here is Paul’s description of the Holy Spirit 
 
Colossians 14:12-15  
So it is with you. Since you are eager to have spiritual gifts, try to excel in gifts 
that build up the church.  For this reason anyone who speaks in a tongue should 
pray that he may interpret what he says.  For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, 
but my mind is unfruitful.  So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will 
also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind. 
 
Colossians 14:18 
I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 
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