
 

 

 
RFBC Mission Statement:  To glorify God by loving Him with our whole heart, telling others the good news about 

Jesus, loving our neighbors as ourselves, growing to become like Christ, and obeying all He taught. 

 

 
 

 When you think about Easter, imagining Christ on the cross and envisioning the discovery of the empty tomb, what 

emotions are stirred?  The death and resurrection of Christ for us evoke powerful responses: sorrow, anguish, awe, hope, 

and ultimately the joy of all joys.  But one of the most blessed benefits of the cross for us is peace. 

 Ever since sin entered the human race, peace has been an elusive thing.  The 

enemy who tempted Adam and Eve to rebel against 

their loving God continues to work hard alienating their 

offspring from their creator.  The world in which we live 

is filled with the turmoil of sin, sorrow, pain, and 

suffering.  And our own minds and hearts divert us from paths of peace, riddling us with 

division and strife and internal confusion. 

 But on the cross, Jesus purchased our peace.  He died and was raised “to 

reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross” (2 Corinthians 

13:11).  There is now nothing that can separate us from the love of God because “we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1).  Our peace is secure because our relationship with God is secure. 

 On the cross Jesus also defeated Satan, rendering powerless the enemy’s 

terrible weapon of death.  And at Christ’s return we will share in His victory over the 

enemy as “the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Romans 16:20).  

Greater is He who died for us an who is in us than he who is in the world! 

 We still live in this troubled world, of course, but we no longer live as orphans 

and enemies alienated from God.  We have been saved, forgiven, adopted, and raised 

with Christ in His resurrection power.  Because of the cross, we have peace even in the 

face of the world’s troubles: “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  In the world you will have 

tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

 And the peace that is given to us in Christ is now ours to share with others: “Aim for restoration, comfort one 

another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you” (2 Corinthians 13:11).  

Blessed are the peacemakers, indeed. 

 This is the message of Easter: “He himself is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14).  I look forward to celebrating this peace 

with all you on that special Resurrection morning.  “Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in 

every way.  The Lord be with you all.”  With peace and love,  
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“The Fruit of the Spirit is...peace” 
Galatians 5:22 



 

 

Recently I was involved in a conversation with fellow church music leaders as they were talking 
about what creating worship services and what to involve or not involve. As the conversation was 
going, we entered a discussion about the purpose of choirs in worship services.  

Before talking of choirs, let me remind you, the congregational and choir music used in worship 
services at Ringgold First Baptist Church is carefully selected and crafted into an order of service to 
be a testament to God’s glory and love. It is not a warm up to the sermon. It is an integral part of our 
worship service (as is scripture reading, prayer, preaching, and responding). I would argue that the 
congregation is the most important choir in a worship service. It is important for all people to sing of 
their faith in God through Jesus Christ through songs whose subjects vary from praise, thanksgiving, 
hope, encouragement, confession, and aspiration among others. 

  Choirs (or any group that performs while others listen) share songs with similar subject 
matter to congregational singing, but it is our hope that the congregation listens to the texts inspired 
by the scriptures as they would listen to a sermon. These “performances,” like congregational 
singing, are sung as an act of worship and devotion directed to God and act as an encouragement 
and reminder of His blessings for those who listen to the sung message. Unlike congregational 
singing, however, these are often songs that are not as accessible or suitable for the larger body to 
sing. They are often presented with different musical textures and settings that can prompt a 
different kind of listening that penetrates the soul. 

The music we sing and listen to has an impact. It is a vessel by which we can deliver the word of 
God into people’s hearts as they 
contemplate who He is and who they are. 
It is found in worship services dating back 
at least to the tabernacle. As we bring 
music into the church, It is important to 
remember that each song, 
congregational or not, contributes to the 
“story-line thread” that runs throughout 
the service - God’s love and salvation 
through Jesus Christ. Remember this 
each Sunday. 
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