
STUDY

JOURNEY GROUPS
DEC 7 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

 Digging Deeper into "The Sermon on the Mount"
1.Jesus said, “In this world you will have troubles.” It’s not uncommon to face

evil, mistreatment, disrespect, or outright hostility. But instead of
responding with retaliation, Jesus calls His disciples to courageously
confront evil in a way that refuses to mirror it. He invites us into a radically
different kingdom way—creative resistance that keeps our hearts innocent.

2.Matt talked about the temptation we all face when we (or someone we love)
are wronged—wanting to take justice into our own hands.

Can you share an example—big or small—of a situation in your life (past
or present) that made you so angry you found yourself fantasizing about
getting even or acting out of anger?
What emotions rise up in you in moments like that—fear? pride? hurt?
the desire to protect someone you love?

3.Have someone read, Matthew 5:38-42, keying in on verse 38 to start. 
4.This Old Testament law (“eye for an eye…”) was originally meant to limit

retaliation, not encourage it. How did this law protect people from
escalating revenge or vigilante justice?

5.Why do you think God had to put laws in place to restrain human revenge? 
6.Have someone read verses 38-39 again.  
7.The word 'resist' in Greek is a compound word; its compromised of two

parts. Part one means: 'to stand against' and part two means 'in a way that
matches'. A literal translation of verse 39 would read: "Do not stand against
evil in a way that matches the evil."  

How does knowing the full meaning of the Greek for “resist” change our
understanding of our English translation: “Do not resist an evil person”?



  8.Why is maintaining innocence so crucial when dealing with evil?
  9.How does losing innocence change the effect of our witness?
 10.What does innocence not mean?
 11.Jesus gave 3 famous examples to illustrate what courageous and creative 
      resistance to evil looks like. Have someone reread verse 39.
 12.Slapping someone was a big deal back in that culture. What were the 
      differences and meanings behind a backhand slap across your right cheek, 
      and an open palmed slap across your left cheek?
 13.So how does turning the other cheek, and forcing someone who has 
      disrespected you with a backhand slap to now slap your left cheek with the 
      open palm of your hand, change the entire situation?
 14.Can anyone think of an example in Scripture where Jesus took a slap to the 
      face or suffered physical abuse, and yet He didn't retaliate? What do we 
      learn from His posture in those moments?
 15.Example #2 is found in verse 40. Have someone reread that verse.
 16.What did we learn on Sunday about the cultural context of this example? 
      What, in essence, was Jesus saying you should do if someone was suing you 
      for your tunic (your undershirt)?
 17.Have someone read verse 41. 
 18.What did it mean in Jesus' culture if a Roman soldier commanded them to 
      go one mile, what would that entail and why would that be so demeaning 
      and infuriating?
 19.How would going a 2 mile change the relational dynamic between a nd 

      disciple and the Roman? 
20.Have someone read Romans 12:17-21.
 21.How does knowing that God will repay evil done to us help us restrain 
      ourselves from taking revenge? 
22.Are there any situations in life right now where you are being mistreated 
      that you could share, so we could brainstorm some ways you could get 
      creative in how you respond?
23.What would it look like for you to respond in a way that refuses to “match 
      the evil” but still courageously confronts it?
24.What specific next step is the Holy Spirit prompting you to take this week?


