One Mission

Maranatha Sisters & Brothers,

Happy New Year! We are excited to share with you that we will be hitting the ground running
Sunday, January 4™ with a new sermon series called, “One Mission.” We are going to be reminded
of the mission God gives His Church and how that specifically plays out here at Rolling Plains. It is
our hope that God will renew us with fresh purpose, passion, and power to carry out His work in
2026.

Speaking of God’s work, we certainly have many things going on at Rolling Plains. We have
women’s and men’s ministry, Sunday worship, Bible Studies, groups serving at food pantries and
meals programs. We meet the needs of children and families. There are groups that knit and sew,
serve funeral dinners, have archery ministries, and so many other programs, gatherings, groups,
and ministries. Whew... it's hard to keep track of it all! Thanks be to God we are a 7-day-a-week
church. While all these ministries and more are important, we have to understand that they all flow
out of our one mission as God’s Church that can be found in His Great Commission.

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, ?° and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.”

-Mathew 28:19-20

God’s mandate is clear. Above all else we are to make disciples. To win souls, train them up in His
precepts, and make fully devoted followers of Jesus. Making disciples is the hub at the center of
the wheel. While we have all these various ministries going on, they are all connected and revolve
around the central focus, the hub of the wheel. That is making disciples. In other words, if what we
are doing isn’t making disciples, we shouldn’t be doing it. For Rolling Plains this plays out in our
one mission to fulfill the Great Commission. We exist to invite people to Come as they are.
Connect with God and others. Grow in God’s Word and prayer. Go in Jesus’ name-and help others.
Anyone who walks through the journey of these four stages is someone on thelr ‘way to\becomlng a
disciple and fully devoted follower of Jesus.
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Each Sunday in this sermon series, “One Mission”, we will be looking at a specmc portlon of our
Mission at Rolling Plains to fulfill the Great Commission. We will talk about c?ré‘atmg welcomlng
environments that invite people to Jesus. We will encourage the need to connect, deeply with
others to connect more deeply with God. We will challenge one another to go.deeper personally
into the Bible and prayer. And we will receive God’s call for us to take all.we’ ve Iearned and go and

reproduce this journey and process in others. RS> X RE3;




A word from Pastor John continued....

Let me share a couple of exciting developments that will assist us in God’s call to make disciples in
2026. As has been our tradition, our Prayer Ministry Team will be challenging us to a season of
Prayer & Fasting to grow more deeply with God in His Word and prayer. From January 11" - 31%(21
days) we will encourage everyone to give up something they will deeply miss in order to depend on
and connect to God more. Each of these 21 days we will also be encouraging you to read one of the
21 chapters in the book of John. What a great way to practice part of our mission, “Growing in
God’s Word and Prayer.”

Your Lead Team has also endorsed a new Marriage and Family initiative that will seek to bring
restoration to the nuclear family. We are making a three-year commitment in a coaching and
resourcing partnership with several organizations. They will help us as a church better celebrate
marriage, strengthen all relationships, encourage families, and increase our engagement with our
community to reach more people for Jesus. This new initiative will go a long way to living out our
“One Mission” of fulfilling the Great Commission in Muskingum County and beyond.

Friends, 2026 is lining up to be an incredibly powerful year that has the potential for Rolling Plains
to leave a lasting Kingdom impact in our community, nation, and world. Let us remain focused on
our “One Mission” and understand that all we are, and all we do as His Church revolves around the
central focus, the hub, of making disciples of Jesus. The Alice family is excited to share this journey
with you!

Come On,_ G(_)d!
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BURN THAT NOTE:
We still owe on our worship facility addition that was added
in 2006. Thank you for your continued financial support in

The Church office will be closed on
Wednesday, January 1st and
Monday, January 19th.



BIRTHDAYS

1 Cathy Dorman, Alex Ford, Randy
Humphrey

¢ Heather Matarazzo

Y Chris Huff

b Adrienne Jackson, Carol
Pletcher

8 Malerie Uandyne

13 Shawn Fairall, Jesse Parrill
14 Brittany Rice, Kevin Stewart
1S Gerald Kimpel

16 Diane Burrier, Gene Hartman
17 Charlie Young

19 Susan Reese, Jennifer Ziel

¢3 Marilee Abele, Judy Barnhart
¢4 Lindsey Cornett, Trudy Reed
26 (indy Scott

27 Kang Kim, Mary Kathryn
Parrill, Brandy Weaver

29 Sue Demp, Gloria Lacey, Aimee
Serrell

31 Don Rice, Cheryl Rinne,
Elizabeth Rupe

ANNIVERSARIES

1 Jeff & Joyce Krouskoupf
21 Rosco & Ashley Wilson

W@MEN‘S
MINISTRY

WORD OF THE MONTH: INTENTIONAL

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all
for the glory of God.” — 1 Corinthians 10:31

As we start the new year, we often find ourselves reflecting
on the previous year and setting new goals. If we are
honest, we could all agree the world is full of distractions.
It’s easy to drift through life without purpose or a plan. But
God calls us to live intentionally—making choices that
reflect His love and bring Him glory. Intentional living
means aligning our thoughts, words, and actions with His
will. It’s not about perfegftion; it's about direction. Every
conversation, every act of kindness, every prayer can be a
deliberate step toward honoring Him;

~ As you set your goals make a plan, ask yourself Am |

I|vmg\on purpose today" K1
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When we choose to be mtentlonal we create\space for God
to work through us—ln -our hbmeS\ workplaces, and
communities. N Tty 5

L
S \

Take one intentional step foday send an ‘encouraging
message pray for someane by name, or pause to thank
God for His goodness. NS i N

Lord, help us to live with purpose today. Teach us to be
intentional in our words, our.actions, and our relatioriships
so that everything we do points back to You. Amen.

Prayers upon the new year,
Terra




MISSIONS INITIATIVE

As-we wrapup'202S, we reflect back on the year where we saw a successful Perspectives class, a mission trip to Alaska, 4 disaster response
trips-to.Indian Lake, framing for-a-post-fire rebuild, Avodah accomplishing some needed tasks for our church family, new mission partnerships
formed, the Latalyst Workshop, and:several disaster relief supply drives. We sent over $6,000 worth of food to aid Jamaicans who are so

badly atfected:by Melissa, the Lat-5 hurricane. In partnership with Mid-South GMC and your generous donations, we provided 3 pallets of
food! - N

As we roll info January, we:are blessed fo-have much to look forward to.
{le believe the greatest way-to honor God is to.adhere to Jesus's last
words before He.ascended into Heaven as recorded in Acts 1:8:"But you will
recejve power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses inJerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth”. As we begin the New Year, we pray you'll consider what your role
in this wilk be. We'd love fo help you find the perfect place to serve based
on your falents and interests!

Our end of year giving was able to help some of our local groups [Jerusalem), as well as
some of those who are “to the ends of the earth™. This is made possible by your
generous gift of time at the Muskingum County fair corn Stand.

Partner Spotlight: We are excited to share our partners in Missions with you! Pastor
Corn Prayongkham is a young Pastor who is doing phenomenalwork in Thailand. You
may remember we supported a Blessing Home duringrour 2023 Advent Conspiracy. These
homes purposefully mentor young people after schookin schoolwork while sharing the
hope of Jesus. Pastor Corn was a Blessing Home kid! She“has grown.up to'be @ Blessing
Home Director and a church planter!

There's a tie into your generosity with Operation Christmas Child too. Pastor Corn has been able to spread the haod News of:Jesus Christ into
previously unreached areas of Thailand. OCC gift boxes have opened unexpected doors, includingethesopporfunity fo teach. the OC(
Discipleship class, (at the miraculous request of the principal) to the entire school of 100 students! There’s no wayof knowing that “our”
boxes will reach Thailand, but Pastor Corn's story gives us an up-close, personal look as these boxes travel around the world.  Thanks for
your generosity in this powerful tool! We hope to share some pictures of her distribution of gifts with you next month.

Makelihilaluearhanuouistantainew] habiland onare ioodl
B 56 desand save3 vesAEvery dononuilleceeaSani
) G U (o) G2 TS o S
SDOiTmenidime onSanuidayMlanianaid




?Ihl( an join us eueru month as-we join Pastor Cor | Via Zoom on the first Thursday of every month at 9:00am. (The next one will be on January

. I“ so many of youshould be available). If you're inferested in]"n‘ing us for a fabulous conversation and prayer time, let us know and we’ll
send you the Zoom link. £

..4’

' s: Please pray for | nur hudﬁg partnershlps with Rich Mendola of IFl, Pastor Corn of Thailand Now, and Rev. Bonface of GMC
I(enua Please pragéthat Thesuﬂﬁﬁlps are God- hunurmg and that we can meet the expectations that God will lay out

wan m/Kenua whose lives are changing as they become empowered by the ministry of Delivering Dignity. These
more fully. One example is the ability to play and compete in soccer for the first fime and making impacts in

. Pleask pff : _. .’ Heidm uluylg\hea}.«ﬁnds talling on where | \ tg focus on this year. Help us to know which
nppunumnei ﬂu pl\rsue nd how ‘es’m‘&sn Prauthat uur wortme 3' Sl [lelps plant churches and make disciples.
\\ i . .
(3 : o

u Bible.S .'!" Ty hd | i -s; supRyuished you could dig info Scripture more deeply,

~ *undefgtand by Wnouing What the original language meant, o sSe detng ‘, hrough B you didn't know about previously... his is the
’ 9 fg nﬁh qus fu gt er s Uglk mhﬂ'ﬁaue idigd the B IS /) ' as a heart - and a gift - for Ieadmg athers through
SI"E“""M e format, gt i

“The Genesis um at@Where ‘-'T‘ et muw and | have many, answered. Cody has the ability fo bring o light so many things | have wondered about.|
am excited.f0go deepaginto The Uordtith The Word: ®

- Pat Wiseman-Jaes » -

“| am just amazed at what | have  picke jusﬂ chapters of Genesis. (ody has opened up the Scriptures like | have never experienced in 40 years of studying
God's word." - Paul Law £~

Hope to see you on Tuesday nights a 6:30 in the youth room. You'll be glad you came!
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RP FAMILY MINISTRY

77

anuary 2" & 16th
6:30-8:00 PM

Please confact Chad Lawson for more information
(hadg@rollingplainsome.com

THURSDAY NIGHTS
6:30-8:00 PM

PRE-K THRU 5TH GRADE
e are back January 2nd

VBS IN THE MIDDLE . =
OF YOUR CHILD'S WEEK

craft, game, snack, Bible Lesson
U}ﬂlﬂ [ H < 5



PRAYER TEAM

A CALL FOR A SEASON OF FASTING & PRAYING

(anyou believeit s anew year already? But, thinking about that, January brings new beginnings. “Prayer and fasting" in the month
of January is becoming a tradition. Pastor John talked about our “time™ and how we useit. Did you know that we have 440 minutes
adayfospend? How doyouspend yours? | suppose many of us use 480 minutes, give or fake, each night sleeping or trying fo sleep.
Our;work time of course. Maube three quarters to an hour three times a day for meals and so on. In a devotional that | recently read,
it explained that we have been given 1440 minutes a day and what we do not use cannot be kept over. So... “At the close of each day,
you should be able fo look back with joy and satisfaction and see that those golden minutes were used wisely. Someone has Said,
“Time is God's gift o you, but what you do with your time is your gift'to God™ (The Word For Today). Psalms 90:10)2)7 “Seventy
years are given fous! Some even live to.eighty. But even the best years are filled with pain and trouble; soon they disappear, and
we fly away... Teach us fo realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom... And may the Lord our God show us His approval
and make our efforts successful..."

So...What are we going o give up this year for our Prayer and Fasting?- How are we‘going to use our 1440 -minutes? Whatis our “gift

to God" going to look like? |am going out onalimb here. Butit's not necessarily about eating. For manuy, yes:It canbe very powerful
and strongly suggested. But using our “time" can also be a great gift to God. The last two years|.gave up my Facebook fime. When|
would get on Facebook | would skip down to the “reels.” Watching tractors stuckinthe mudand the very crazy things people do, but
instead of that | would use that time praying in January. But now my “reels" have progressed ouer fo like 95% Christian stories and
music. That is how | spend my little bit of “unwind time" now. Praising God is a great way fo unwind and get wound up. So, this year|
will pick something else for my “Prayer and fasting” starting on January Nith through the end of the month or the tofal month of
January. What about you?

Psalms 89:11 says, “The heauens are yours, and the earth is yours; everything in the world s yours-you created it all."

Pastor John explained a few Sundays ago that we are stewards of our Earthly possessions and our time. It s not really our fime, but
God's time that He has given to us. God has given to us the 1440 minutes aday for us fo use for His Glory. | loved the words Pastor
used: “{lle are HIS hope dealers, HIS Grace spreaders and HIS Love dispensers."

Our Prayer Team will be handing out 3x3 sticky note pads in January. You will see the Y-bridge in the faded background. Our very
own hometown Y-bridge. Three bridges in one. The Trinity. A constant reminder of our God in Heaven, our Lord Jesus and Savior, and
our constant companion and quide... The Holy Spirit... See Matthew 28:19. Amen! Also, please pray for our city, our county, and the
surrounding communities. Pray for love, joy, and peace. Pray for families and the family unit. Pray for the loving arms of Christ to
hold us.

Gerry Kimpel,
Member of the Prayer Team



Welcome to 2026. The Bible says, “Commit fo the Lord mhateuef' u;iu do, and he will establish your plans™ (Proverbs 16:3). We believe this s the year God wants
toreveal plans and establish purpose for your life: What do'you want to see God doin and through your life this year? What do you want to see God doin and
through our church this year? For 21 days, starting January 1™ we are going fo lay the spiritual foundation for the rest of 2026 through prayer and fasting.
Fasting disconnects us from the world, while prauer connects us oGod. Whenwe put the two together, we will see God do a tremendous work in our lives! This
quide will walk you through everything you need for the 2 ays. Letus getslarledl

e

Pick a Fast. Fasting is withholding from something we want so we can et our mmds and aﬂentmn onGod. Food is animportant part of life, but Scripture s full of
invitations to go without it for'a period of time fo connect with God and be mnre mmdful of our relianceon him. As we head into 21-Days of Prayer and Fasting,
here are four different fasts to choose from. Read through the different fasts and decide which one is right for you this year. If for any reason, you do not feel
comfortable fasting from food, the final option (the soul fast) s for you! Complete Food Fasl In'this 'rupe of fast, you drink only liquids. Drink a lot of water, and
then add in juice and shakes as needed. Partial Food Fast. This fast is snmenmes called Ihe “Jpwish Fast" and involves abstaining from eating any fype of food
for a cerfain period of time each day. For example, you can choose to sklpatenam meal ur ahstam from eating unfil sunset. Selective Food Fast. This tupe of fast
involues removing cerfain elements from your dief. One example of a Selective fast is the I]amel Fast, durmg which you'remoue meat, Sweets, and bread from
your diet and consume water and juice for fluids and fruits and vegetables for food. Soul Fast If unu do nnt have much experience fasting food, have health (or
other) issues that prevent you from fasting food, or if you wish to refocus certain areas of uuur lfe: that are out of halan[e this is a great option for you. For
example, you might choose to stop using social media or watching television for Ihe durannn uf The fast and then [arefullu bring that element back into your life
inhealthy doses at the conclusion of the fast. DN A e

Set Your Strateqy. The next key in making the 21-days successful is establishing a prayer rnutme That umrks fur uuur s:hedule e are creatures of habit, and
the goal for the three weeks is to establish a healthy habit of prayer we can carry with us for the resl of the year, Your strategu should consist of three things—
a fime, a spof, and a plan. Pick a Time. What is a time that works for you every day? If you have young kids, there is a good chance it will either have to be
before they wake up or after they go to bed. It does not matter when it is; just pick the fime that is going fobe easiest for you fo stick to and put it in your
calendar right now. Pick a Spot. Your prayer times will be a ot more consistent if you designate a specific spot for Ihem Maybeit is a certain chair or closet. Or
maybe it is your backyard or your car. Again, it does not matter what spot you choose; it only matters That you |]I[|( one and stick with it. Pick a Plan. The best
way o ensure

you will have success during your prayer fime s fo gointo Day1
it with a plan. Pray about it. Talk with your fellow

believers for Ideas for you. But go into your prayer time Day2
witha plan. One option is fo pray through the acronym:

ACTS.
Rdoration: Start your prauer by praising God for who Heis.
(onfession: Admit any sinin your life.
Thanksoiving: Express gratitude for a few things in your life.
Supplication: Finally, end your prayer by praying for one
person.
What if today was the day you established a routine for
your prayers? Andwhat if next year at this fime, you can
ook back and know that you have prayed every day for
thelast 365 days? Prauing for one day may feel
underwhelming, but if you pray every day for a year,
the results will be overwhelming.

Day3

Day 4

Day5

Day6

Day7?

Week1
Read: John chapter 1
Meditate: lohn 1:14
Pray: Have you asked Christ to
make you a new persan?

Read: John chapter 2
Meditate: lohn 2:11
Pray: for "His" glory in us.

Read: John chapter 3
Meditate: lohn 3:24
Pray: What do we need to
giveup?

Read: John chapter 4
Meditate: lohn 4:23-24
Pray: s our worship genuine
and true?

Read: John chapter 5

Meditate: lohn 5:24

Pray: "Eternal Life" begins when
you accept Christ as Saviar

Read: John chapter &
Meditate: lohn 6:27

Pray: That you endure your
Prayer and Fasting time

Read: John chapter 7
Meditate: lohn 7:38
Pray: Ask for the Holy Sprit to
be strong in your walk.

Week2
Read: John chapter B
heditate: John B:11
Pray: For forgiveness and God's
strength to change

Read: John chapter 9
heditate: John 9:15
Pray: From dust He made us...

Read: John chapter 10
Meditate: lohn 10:27

Pray: That God will know your
woice very well.

Read: John chapter 11
Meditate: lohn 11:25
Pray: We commit our lives
to Him.

Read: John chapter 12
Meditate: lohn 12:26
Pray: Who can | share Jesus
with today?

Read: John chapter 13
Meditate: lohn 13:35
Pray: How can we lowve
others as Jesus loves us?

Read: lohn chapter 14
heditate: John 14:12-13
Pray: | believe; please help
me with my unbelief

Week3
Read: lohn chapter 15
heditate: lohn 15:4-5
Pray: Please fill me with your
Lowe, loy, and Peace

Read: lohn chapter 16
Meditate: lohn 16:13

Pray: Please Holy Spirit, fill
uswith your wisdom and truth

Read: John chapter 17
heditate: John 17:3

Pray: WE admit our sin and
turn away from it

Read: John chapter 18

Meditate: lohn 18:36

Pray: Please give us opportunities
totell others who Jesusis,

Read: John chapter 19
Meditate: lohn 19:19

Pray: We praise you. The sign
was correct!

Read: John chapter 20
Meditate: lohn 20:31

Pray: Help us Jesus, to continue
toread Your Ward

Read: lohn chapter 21
Meditate: lohn 21:25

Pray: Oh Father, the evidence
has been presented,

now we need to decide.

Please pray and consider joining Rolling Plains Church’s 21-day Praver and Fasting starting on January 11".
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.~ 'MAWSVILLE HELPING HANDS

Thank you to everyone who adopted a student (or students) from Maysville
Schools. Rolling Plains was able to adopt 20 students this year and we
donated several dozen boxes of macaroni and cheese to help with the food
baskets for the families.
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 SUNBAY, JANUARY
MEN'S BREARFAST

700 AM E\VERMONE
EMBERS ROOM IS INVITED

40 DAYS IN THE WORD BY RICK WARREN
JANUARY 29™ “MARCH-5™ 2026
6:30-8:00PM

SIGN UP: CONNECTION CARDWL&M.QOM

2026 LEAD TEAM MEMBERS
Pat Kelly, Lead Team Chair

Cathy Dorman, Pastor Parish Relations Chair
Alex Ford
Dan Morrison

Pat Kelly, Finance Chair
Brent Sterling
Aimee Serrell

Dave Rupe

Tim Swingle, Trustees Chair
Bill Coleman
Jennifer Huff

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference: Van Slack
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