
So many times, people express their desire for God’s 
will for their lives. I have often told the Lord, “I just want 
what You want.” I can imagine the Lord chuckling at 
my statement. The Word is clear that the Lord does not 
think or act as I do (Isaiah 55:8). How could I possibly 
know what I mean when I make a statement such as this? 
The reality is, that I do not often know what I am asking 
for when I do this. The reason I am at peace with this is 
because I know that God’s will is perfect and that what 
He chooses will always be better than what I would settle for. This takes trust and faith in 
the Lord. But we aren’t left to trust and wonder what His will is for us in every situation. 
Scripture is clear with us about the Lord’s will in several places. One of these places is 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18:

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in 
Christ Jesus.”

In this section of Scripture, Paul is encouraging the church in Thessalonica after sharing 
with them important truths about the Day of the Lord. I would encourage you to read the 
whole of chapter five to really understand this text. After educating them about the eternity 
of those in Christ, he exhorts them to live in light of this reality. It is within this exhortation 
that we find this passage. We then can read this passage in light of our promised eternity in 
Christ, knowing that God’s will is for us to rejoice always, pray constantly, and give thanks 
in everything. Not only is this the right mindset, but Paul finishes by expressing that this 
is God’s will for us in Christ. We are not simply encouraged to be positive thinkers. We are 
instructed to respond to life as those who have the promise of hope in Christ. This is God’s 
will for us.

Does God desire other things for individuals? Of course! God has plans for believers that go 
well beyond their outlook. He has called us all to many different things. But even in those 
things, we are to rejoice, pray, and be thankful. When our world seems dark or when we feel 

defeated, God’s will has not changed. When we are in need and 
when we are pressed, these things remain a part of God’s will for 
our lives. Prayer tends to come easier than the other two in cer-
tain situations. The challenge then is to find what we can rejoice 
in and be thankful for. This is why context is important! Because 
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of the eternal work Christ has accomplished in you, you are able to do these things accord-
ing to God’s will. This passage does not describe supernatural optimism. Rather, it gives us 
reason to rejoice, pray, and be thankful. Because of Christ’s work in our lives, we are able to 
be eternally grateful despite temporal pain or hardship. Have you found this truth? Are you 
living it? Do you have the promise of a blessed eternity but struggle to rejoice or be thankful 
in your current situation? Look to the person and work of Jesus! Are you searching tirelessly 
for God’s will? Have you considered thanking Him for what you do have while you wait for 
what’s next? Rejoice, pray, and be thankful as you consider the Lord and worship Him. 

A Word on Worship
From Pastor Scott

This month’s Word on Worship comes from Bryan Fowl-
er, a writer for The Worship Initiative. The following is a 
devotional based on the Lord’s Prayer and the song It’s 
Yours.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name… 
Several years ago, our pastor encouraged the church 
body to set an alarm on our phones that would go off 
every day at 3pm for a month. It would serve as a con-
sistent “interruption,” reminding us to stop and pray 
the Lord’s Prayer. The time of day was chosen inten-
tionally, knowing that most people would typically be 

busy at 3pm – it would inevitably “disrupt” something. For my wife, it might be changing 
diapers; for my dad, a conference call; and for me, it was most often songwriting. 

Every single day, no matter who was around and no matter what we were doing…we paused, 
we prayed, we talked about it. It was a beautiful interruption and so unifying for us all to 
stop and say the literal words of Christ together. 

Most of the people I write with share my theological positions on larger doctrinal issues, 
but there are many secondary issues where we may not see eye to eye. This is one reason 
that the first word of the Lord’s Prayer matters so much. As a dear friend pointed out to me, 
the word “our” should be enough to make us stop and consider: Is that true? Our? Not just 
mine, yours, or theirs… but our Father. 

When we pray this prayer, we do so knowing that, throughout time and space, regardless 
of any political, economic, or physical borders, we are praying it together as the children of 
God. This prayer is shared in community with all the saints. What a precious and unifying 
picture of what is true – today in part, and eternally in full. One day we will gather with the 
multitudes, every tribe and tongue, and continue what has started here. 

As we follow the prayer, we see petitions for things that, if I’m honest, I would not pray for 
if left to my own longings and desires. I tend to pray for the things that matter most to me 
personally: my family, my health, favor poured out onto my own life. But this is not the pos-
ture of Christ. He prays for the following things:
Hallowed be Your name…
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Your kingdom come…
Your will be done…
Give us this day our daily bread…
Forgive us our debts…
Lead us not into temptation…
Deliver us from all evil…

The posture of the Lord’s Prayer is one of humility. It recognizes the Father as holy, set 
apart, treasured, and esteemed above all else. His will is to be set above our own desires 
and dreams, and His kingdom established no matter the cost. There are no qualifications 
or perimeters put on these petitions - only whatever it takes to bring Heaven to earth in the 
truest, most glorious sense. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…
Christ also prays with a posture of submission, knowing what lies ahead of Him: the agony 
of Calvary. He knows that He will soon stare into the cup of God’s fierce wrath against sin 
and still say, “not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). I don’t know if we will ever fully 
grasp how powerful and sobering this moment is – the Son, praying to the Father, knowing 
the depth of pain that awaits Him; the Father, hearing His prayer, knowing the awful separa-
tion that awaits Him and His only Son. We ought to dwell on that tension as we engage with 
the Lord’s Prayer today. It is not one for the faint of heart, but rather one that will strength-
en the person who prays it earnestly.

Give us this day our daily bread…
As he goes on, Jesus asks for daily bread - provision for the present day. When we pray 
this, I think of how the sixth chapter of Matthew ends, saying, “Therefore do not be anx-
ious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble.” Each day requires new mercy, new manna, new bread. We need these not only to 
survive physically, but also spiritually. God the Father gives us grace for every moment and 
mercy for every trouble. What a truly satisfying and necessary gift. 

Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors…
The request for daily bread is immediately followed by a request for forgiveness for our own 
sin and the ability to forgive others. May we never miss the weight of this petition! We are 
called to extend the same mercy and grace that have been given to us. As Matthew 6:14-15 
says,

“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if 
you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” 

Christ is showing us that we can’t just sit back and abuse the grace afforded to us. Luke 7 
shows a beautiful picture of how a sinful woman, who is forgiven much, also loves much. 
In stark contrast to this woman, a pharisee reclines at the table with Jesus, sure of his own 
righteousness. He cannot believe that Jesus would let the sinful woman near him. He missed 
the point! To be truly forgiven yourself, you must forgive others. You cannot have the for-
mer apart from the latter. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…
In the final sentence of the Lord’s Prayer, we return to humility, acknowledging our need. 
We need God to help us in every way. We need His strength, His power, and His spirit. In 



verse 8, right before our text, Jesus tells us, “your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him.” We pray that He wouldn’t lead us into temptation, and that He would deliver us 
from all evil with the promise of 1 Corinthians 10:3 in mind: 

“He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 

Consider the word “endure.” The implication here is that we will experience something akin 
to the exhaustion and pain a runner feels during a marathon. These difficulties come with 
the choice to run, and yet each runner presses on to finish the race. Likewise, God’s prom-
ise to us does not mean that He will keep us from hard things, but that those things will 
serve as a pruning to make us more like His Son. They will prepare us for an unfading and 
undefiled glory, won for us by Christ on the cross. He is with us, giving us strength to en-
dure. He is leading us not into, but through temptation, to a glorious future with Him. 

We also know that in the face of any encountered evil, we, like Paul, can say of our most 
painful thorns, “His grace is sufficient for us, for His power is made perfect in our weak-
ness.” We rest, knowing that Jesus has truly endured all evil and defeated “the evil one” 
himself. He has won the battle. His finished work on the cross means we don’t have to be 
afraid of evil, or even death. Remember Hebrews 2:14-15: 

“He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might destroy the 
one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of 
death were subject to lifelong slavery.” 

What a hope we have in our victorious Savior! Let us pray the Lord’s Prayer with boldness, 
with faith, and with certainty that our Father hears us because of what Jesus has accom-
plished. As we pray these words, we join with all believers from the dawn of time unto eter-
nity, knowing that the answer to our petition is always a resounding “Yes” in Christ. Thanks 
be to God.

NCA Update
The 2023-2024 school year continues to move forward at NCA. We completed the first 
quarter on October 12. At the end of every quarter we recognize students who had perfect 
attendance and made honor roll for the quarter. Twenty students had perfect attendance. 
Fifteen students made first quarter Honor Roll. They made all A’s and B’s and memorized 
their monthly scripture. Twenty-three students made first quarter “A” Honor Roll. These 
students made all A’s and memorized their monthly scripture.
We have moved into the second quarter which will end as we go on Christmas Break. Thank 
you for your prayers and support. Please continue to pray for our staff as they minister daily 
to their students. Also, please pray for our students. Pray specifically that Christ would be 
formed in them and that they would grow in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and 
men.

Facilities Update
On October 31st at 9:00 we went through mediation with Church Mutual Insurance regard-
ing our claim on our worship facility. The mediation was not fruitful and did not yield any 
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agreement. We are currently set to be scheduled for a court date but have not received that 
date for that as of yet. On Friday, November 3rd we received an email from church mutual 
stating their intent to not renew our policy in February of 2024. This presents several mat-
ters for prayer as we move forward. Please pray diligently with us that we can navigate these 
opportunities with wisdom and that God’s will be accomplished in this situation.

On November 1st, Angela Harris, one of our members, took over the cleaning of the church 
facilities. We are so grateful for her work and appreciate her for stepping into this position. 
This is a paid position that is factored into our payroll and was a part of our financial action 
plan that began on November 1st. If you have any questions about this, please feel free to 
contact an elder or Pastor Brandon. 

Financial Update
We have been so very blessed by the faithful giving from our church and school families! We 
spent the month of October attempting to catch up and prepare to enact our financial action 
plan on November 1st. We had every dollar we needed thanks to the faithful giving of our 
ministry partners. We ended last month on a tremendous high, bringing in over $12,000 on 
Sunday, October 29th alone! Because of this, we were able to accomplish what we set out to 
and our new financial action plan went into place on November 1st. Our staff (minus those 
who have volunteered permanently or indefinitely) received their paychecks on this date 
without a problem. Financial binders are available on the foyer table or in the office if you 
would like to see checks written, expenses, balance sheets, etc. Also, our regular allocation 
of funds to our building fund and missions giving will resume this month as planned. 

We will have another financial update meeting on December 3rd, at 6:00 pm. This will be a 
short meeting where we can present to you where we ended November in our new financial 
action plan, and answer any questions or concerns you may have. In the meantime, please 
feel free to speak with an elder or pastor about any concerns, questions, or suggestions you 
may have. Thank you for your partnership in this ministry. You are a blessing to us and the 
kingdom!


