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Memphis 2025 
Memphis is well known for blues 

music, Elvis, and excellent Southern 

(fried) foods. For one week in July, 

it was also the host of our denomi-

nation's General Assembly and the 

site our annual youth mission trip.  
 

5 rising seniors (Audra Crousore, 

Alex Johnson, Brady Marrero, Sam Pine, and Jodie Silver-

wood) and two chaperones (Kim Potthast and Topher En-

dress) braved the road construction and made their way down 

on July 9, ready to start working bright and early on July 10 at 

Manna House, a Catholic Worker's hospitality house. There, 

they cleared overgrown brush, served coffee, provided hy-

giene bags, and organized laundry/showers for folks living on 

the streets. From there, they joined other service groups for a 

lunch meal at Four Way, a historic diner that regularly hosted 

Civil Rights leaders next to the iconic People's Grocery. Later, 

they learned from the CEO of City Leadership about how 

groups are working now to make major changes to the Mem-

phis landscape by investing in sustainable education and non-

profit support. 
 

Friday was spent working for Week of 

Compassion, gathering with folks 

from across the DoC to build a house 

for a rural Kentucky family who was 

impacted by a devastating tornado. 

Our group, one of around 10 total but 

the only actual youth group, was re-

sponsible for 34% of the work com-

pleted - our youth know how to work 

hard! They build frames and packed 

them to be sent to the site in KY 

where another Week of Compassion 

team will put them together. 
 

Saturday saw us head to the open-

ing of General Assembly, where a 

resolution written by Topher was 

accepted unanimously by the as-

sembly. The text of this resolution is 

available in the office, for those in-

terested. That evening, the group 

served a meal at a church service 

designed for unhoused folks experiencing mental health is-

sues, also offering to-go bags of hygiene products. After, we 

headed back to GA for worship alongside 

a few thousand of our new Disciples 

friends, including a powerful sermon by 

Rev. Dr. Bernice King (Civil Rights leader 

and daughter of MLK Jr.) The width and 

diversity of God's kingdom was well on 

display! 
 

Sunday, they worshiped with Mississippi 

Boulevard Christian Church before head-

ing to a guided tour of the National Civil 

Rights Museum. We were inspired by 

learning about so much sacrifice and 

resolve in the face of violence. That 

evening, we were invited to a local Mexi-

can restaurant by the group helping or-

ganizing our service work (City Leader-

ship/Serve901), which included time 

with Daniel Harris, a disability rights ad-

vocate and artist.  
 

Monday was busy at GA, with workshops 

in the morning on intergenerational 

church work and accessibility 

work happening at the denomi-

national level. After, the group 

went to Landmark Urban Farms to help clear space for 

a crop of purple-hulled beans - urban farms help com-

bat the significant level of food insecurity across the 

city. Tuesday was similar, with work at Green Leaf 

Learning Farm. The physical labor was tough in the 

heat, but it was well worth it to know that our time 

contributed to bringing nutritious food options to 

folks who lack access to grocery stores. 
 

From the worship at GA to the learning, from meals 

and card playing to pulling weeds, the youth put their 

whole selves into every activity. Yes, they got to do 

some fun things (including the Bass Pro Pyramid 

and City Museum of St. Louis on the way home), 

but they went on this trip because they wanted to 

work hard for other people. We are blessed to 

have such eager, curious, and hard-working youth 

in our congregation, and all who went are very 

grateful to FCC for financially, spiritually, and prac-

tically supporting us on this trip! Thank you to eve-

ryone who offered prayers during our time there, 

and thank you all for making work like this possible! 

                Topher Endress 



General Assembly 2025 
Reflections from General Assembly 2025 

Nothing says community 

like hundreds of people 

getting hotel breakfast in 

identical red badges and 

lanyards all across down-

town Memphis, ready to 

start another exciting 

and early morning at 

General Assembly! This year’s Assembly was held at the  

Renasant Convention Center in downtown Memphis, Tn from 

Saturday, July 12 - Tuesday, July 15. The days were filled with 

fellowship meals, workshops, worship opportunities,  

business sessions, and time spent wandering around in the 

exhibit hall learning about the ministries of the church and 

buying plenty of DOC church merch!  
 

During General Assembly, the denomination gathers for Busi-

ness Sessions in which those gathered hear reports from the 

ministries of the wider church, but also vote on resolutions 

constructed by DOC churches and organizations that offer 

both symbol commitments of the wider 

church, but also provide practical sugges-

tions for individual congregations to fol-

low and commit themselves to. One of the 

first resolutions passed this year was GA-

2512, Concerning Christian Church (DOC) 

Congregations Receiving a Silver Chalice 

Designation. This resolution was co-

sponsored by our friends at The Chris-

tian Church in Mid-America, and im-

plored congregations and regions to im-

plement the necessary steps to live into 

our Silver Chalice Covenant to lift up 

ministry to, for, and with older adults.  
 

This resolution found its roots in one of 

National Benevolent Association’s pro-

grams, called “Innovative Conversations” 

that our friend Rev. Sally Robinson was 

involved in. This program revealed  a 

need for supporting those congregants 

who are currently the backbone of Disci-

ples congregations across the country - 

our older adults. Like Green Chalice min-

istries or Open & Affirming Ministries, 

congregations are now able to become “Silver Chalice” minis-

tries, once they have met the requirements for the ministry. 

Silver Chalice churches will have access to a designated Silver 

Chalice Mentor to walk through the process, encourage 

brainstorming and to implement what style of Silver Chalice 

ministry would best fit in our congregation and the resources 

available to us. This resolution encourages congregations 

across the denomination to show their dedication to older 

adults by committing themselves to the work of Silver Chalice 

ministry, by supporting educational and advocacy initiatives 

that affirm and defend the right of older adults to health, 

social security, participation, independence, and adequate 

housing, as well as to be protected from discrimination, 

abuse, and any other form of violence, and to ensure that 

older adults  live with dignity, respect, and love. 
 

One of my favorite reports from the Business Sessions (and 

the most touching), came from the Interim Executive Direc-

tor of Disciples Women, Rev. Dr. Debra Reid. Disciples Wom-

en is the national organization that organizes and supports 

individual congregation’s Disciples Women & Christian Wom-

en’s Fellowship groups. Disciples Women celebrated their 

150th anniversary in October of 2024, and we celebrated 

that anniversary with them at this year’s as-

sembly. The interim director passionately 

shared about the transformative power of the 

love that Disciples women bring to the table of 

“church”, because when a Disciples woman is 

in the building, love is in the building. Sitting 

next to two beloved FCC Disciples Women, I 

couldn’t help but feel emotional about the 

legacy of strong and service oriented women 

still so present in the bones of this church. 

Looking around FCC any given Sunday, it is 

impossible not to be overwhelmed by the 

power of our amazing and dedicated Disciples 

Women.  
 

I’ll continue to share about the resolutions 

from this year’s assembly in upcoming news-

letters, but all church reports and business 

items can be read online in the Program and 

Business Docket at https://ga.disciples.org/

resolutions-businessitems/. Feel free to con-

tact the Church Office for more information 

or if you’d like assistance finding reports or 

resolutions in the meantime!                       

    Erin Perry 

https://ga.disciples.org/resolutions-businessitems/


https://bit.ly/augloaves25
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