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Fall Sunday School Schedule 
We are so excited to return to our regular worship schedule 

this fall beginning Sunday, September 7, with a host of  

Sunday School options during the 9:30 hour! Read below for 

more information about Sunday School classes, schedules, 

and teachers for this fall! 
 

Children’s Sunday School—Begins September 7 
Children’s Sunday School classes will run weekly starting Sep-

tember 7 to December 14. We are planning curriculum all 

about building, from building God’s kingdom here to the 

physical buildings of the Bible! We are particularly excited by 

a toy brick (off-brand Legos) version of the roving Tabernacle 

in the desert, described in Exodus and Deuteronomy. Chil-

dren grades K-5 will meet in the classrooms on the 3rd floor 

during the 9:30 hour weekly on Sunday mornings. 
 

As we continue to be more intentionally invitational to Pre-K 

kids and families, we are interested in expanding to a Pre-K 

specific class again. This will require more teacher volunteers, 

as well as more dedicated outreach to friends and families we 

know with kiddos age 5 and younger. Please reach out to  

Topher Endress, Shannon Schaefer, or Hayley Batterson for 

more information as we move forward this fall! 
 

Youth Sunday School—Begins September 7 
Youth Sunday School will return on Sunday, September 7! 

Throughout the Autumn, the youth will look at the gospel of 

John using a few resources, but primarily using Jennifer Car-

cia Bashaw’s John for Normal People. From their website: 

“This commentary unpacks questions of authorship, dating 

and redaction history, and explores the historical, cultural 

and social contexts within which the Fourth Gospel was 

written. But it is through her creative approach to narrative 

criticism that Bashaw uncovers Jesus as the author of John’s 

Gospel understood him.” Youth grades 6-12 will meet in the 

Higbee Room in the basement during the 9:30 hour weekly 

on Sunday mornings. 
 

Adult Sunday School—Begins September 14 
The Adult Sunday School class will kick-off this fall on Septem-

ber 14 during the 9:30 hour. The kickoff will include a recap 

of what’s been covered in previous classes, an introduction 

to how the class is structured, and breakfast to share before 

the class officially dives into new content! 
 

The Adult Sunday School Class will return their focus to the 

series The Chosen this fall. The Chosen is a powerful series 

that brings the Gospels to life by showing the ministry of  

Jesus through the eyes of the people who encountered Him. 

With rich storytelling and authentic characters, it draws you 

into the cultural and spiritual world of the New Testament, 

making familiar stories feel fresh and personal. Each Sunday, 

we gather and do a short recap of the previous week’s  

episode and topics we discussed. Then we watch a portion of 

an episode and discuss how the episode relates to our lives 

today. The class will kick off by watching Season 3, Episode 6.  
 

 Adult Sunday School FAQs 

• Is there homework? No! Our class is discussion-based. 

• Do I have to talk? Only if you want to! 

• Will I be behind if I’ve not watched the first two  

seasons? Nope – we’re hosting a breakfast and recap of 

the series up to where we’re starting this fall on Sunday, 

September 14 from 9:30-10:30 in Yonker Fellowship Hall 

– please join us!  

• Who are the leaders? Katie Carrier, Ben Carrier, and 

Fred Mottaz 
 

Who Are Our Sunday School Leaders? 
Adult Sunday School (Katie and Ben) 

Katie grew up in New Franklin and 

Ben grew up in Parkville. Katie and 

Ben met at Mizzou during Katie’s 

freshman year. They both graduated 

from Mizzou’s accounting school and 

were married in Columbia in August 

2014. After spending five years in 

Kansas City working for a public  

accounting firm, they moved to  

Zurich, Switzerland for two years and 

then back to Kansas City for a year 

before settling down in Rocheport where they currently live 

with their children – James (4), Henry (3), and Anna (1). Their 

hobbies include spending time with family, traveling, skiing, 

and attending Mizzou, Cardinals, and Chiefs games. They 

found FCC in March of 2022 after visiting many area  

churches and felt an immediate sense of belonging thanks to 

the warm, welcoming parishioners, thought-provoking  

sermons, and traditional style of service. 



Adult Sunday School (Fred) 

Fred Mottaz also leads the Adult Sunday 

School Class. Fred served in the church 

office for 17 years as the Business Man-

ager, is currently a church Elder and Trus-

tee, and has served as the Elder Chair, a 

faithful property & landscaping volun-

teer, and a dedicated member of FCC. 

Fred has also previously offered Adult 

Sunday School classes focused on books by Max Lucado, and 

has supported Katie & Ben from the beginning of this current 

series on The Chosen. Listening to and learning from Fred is a 

gift you don’t want to miss! 
 

Youth 6-12 Sunday School (Topher) 

Topher is currently the Associate Minis-

ter here at FCC, and is our guru for all 

things youth. Topher earned his M.Div 

from Vanderbilt Divinity School 

(Nashville, TN) in 2015 and his PhD from 

the University of Aberdeen (Scotland, 

UK) in 2021. Despite stints in TN, TX, and 

the UK, he considers himself solidly Mid-

western, having grown up in Evansville 

IN. An avid runner and Lego builder, Topher loves exploring 

the trails and wilderness of Missouri with his wife Sam and 

their sons Wilson and Grover. He has a passion for disability 

inclusion and justice and loves dreaming with churches and 

ministry partners on ways to welcome more people! He is 

also notably obsessed with Brian Wilson and the Beach 

Boys—ask him sometime about the song “Sloop John B.”  
 

Children’s K-5 Sunday School (Hayley) 

Hayley Batterson (Miss Hayley) 

has supported children’s  

ministry at First Christian 

Church for the last seventeen 

years as a Sunday School  

teacher, a Children’s Worship 

leader, a VBS teacher & helper, 

our go-to Children’s Moment 

volunteer, and chair of the 

Christian Education (Children & Youth) Department. Hayley is 

currently serving on staff at FCC as the director of our  

Mother’s Day Out Program, and we are so blessed to have 

her intentionally inclusive and thoughtful leadership at FCC & 

MDO. Those who love Miss Hayley love to laugh, and proba-

bly have tiny figurines of Jesus somewhere in their homes, 

pockets, or cars. Ask Miss Hayley about “little Jesus” this fall!!  

Welcome, New Members! 
Welcoming Jane Eckert to FCC! 

Jane Eckert officially joined First 

Christian Church on August 1,  

celebrating it with us in worship 

on Sunday, August 17. Jane is 

transferring to FCC from The 

Crossing, and has been attending 

worship over the last few months. 

We are grateful to her pew-mates 

Perry & Helen Stemmons for their  

welcome and kindness as she first 

arrived at First Christian Church! 
 

We also celebrated the bap-

tism of Basil Isle-Colón on 

Sunday, August 17. Basil 

joined FCC in July, and asked 

to be baptized at the church 

following her confession of 

faith. It was an honor to bap-

tize Basil in her new church 

home. It was a beautiful and 

holy Sunday indeed! 



https://bit.ly/augloaves25


https://firstchristian.org
https://firstchristian.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstChristianColumbiaMO
https://youtube.com/@firstchristianchurchcomo
https://www.instagram.com/firstchristian.columbia/
https://firstchristian.org
https://subsplash.com/u/-JWPW5W/give?frequency=once&next_process_date=08/13/2025
https://firstchristian.org/mdo
https://olderadultministry.org

	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4

