
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



0 
 

Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 14, 2025 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.     

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
The charge against Jesus was always the same—He keeps the wrong company. But Jesus 

has come for sinners, and if you are not a sinner, He does not have anything for you. To 

emphasize why He has come, our Lord tells the stories of ninety-nine sheep left behind 

to find one who is lost and a woman who rejoices over finding one lost coin. You are 

that lost sheep and lost coin for whom Christ has come and in whom heaven rejoices. 

Jesus has come for you and for you He has offered Himself upon the cross and been laid 

in the tomb. This is the heavenly joy of the angels above, and it is our earthly joy as well. 

Christ came for us! 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “ Prelude in E major”, BWV 854                           J. S. Bach 
  

         
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Leader: Come, let us worship and bow down! 

People: Let us kneel before the Lord our God and maker! 

 

Leader: Come, let us worship and bow down! 

People: For we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand! 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION          (Psalm 51) 

Leader: We are sheep of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. In our sinfulness we 

have often wandered from His love. Let us confess our sins before Him 

and one another. 
 

(A time of silent reflection upon our need for God’s forgiveness) 

 

Leader: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love. Wash away 

all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sins. For I know my 

transgressions and my sin is always before me. 

People: Forgive me, O God. I have strayed from Your love. 
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2 Glory be to Him who loved us, 

    Washed us from each spot and stain; 

Glory be to Him who bought us, 

    Made us kings with Him to reign! 

        Glory, glory 

    To the Lamb that once was slain! 
 

Leader: Against You, You only have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight. 

Hide Your face from my sins and blot out my iniquity. Restore to me the 

joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.  

People: Forgive me, O God. I have strayed from Your love. 

 

Leader: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirt within me. Do 

not cast me away from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and renew a right spirit within 

me. 

People: Forgive me, O God. I have strayed from Your love. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on  

  them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,  

  bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 506 Glory Be to God the Father 
  

1 Glory be to God the Father, 

    Glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit: 

    Great Jehovah, Three in One! 

        Glory, glory 

    While eternal ages run! 

 Text: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd, without whom nothing is 

secure. Rescue and preserve us that we may not be lost forever but 

follow You, rejoicing in the way that leads to eternal life; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                  Ezekiel 34:11–24 

(The Lord will search for and seek out His scattered sheep) 

 
11 "'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look 

after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I 

look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on 

a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them 

from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the 

mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend 

them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 

There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture 

on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will 

bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. 

I will shepherd the flock with justice.  

 
17 " 'As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will judge between one 

sheep and another, and between rams and goats. 18 Is it not enough for you to feed on 

the good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet? Is it not 

enough for you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? 19 

Must my flock feed on what you have trampled and drink what you have muddied with 

your feet?  

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/ezekiel/34.html
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20 " 'Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you shove with flank and shoulder, 

butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, 22 I will 

save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and 

another. 23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend 

them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their God, and my 

servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken.   

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM                                     Psalm 119:169-176    

Leader: May my cry come before you, O LORD; 

People: give me understanding according to your word. 

 

Leader: May my supplication come before you; 

People: deliver me according to your promise. 

 

Leader: May my lips overflow with praise,  

People: for you teach me your decrees. 

 

Leader: May my tongue sing of your word, 

People: for all your commands are righteous. 

 

Leader: May your hand be ready to help me,  

People: for I have chosen your precepts. 

 

Leader: I long for your salvation, O LORD,  

People: and your law is my delight.  

 

Leader: Let me live that I may praise you,  

People: and may your laws sustain me. 

 

Leader: I have strayed like a lost sheep. Seek your servant,  

People: for I have not forgotten your commands. 
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EPISTLE                                                   1 Timothy 1:12–17 

(Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.) 

 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

faithful, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and 

unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the 

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  

 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners--of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown 

mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 

patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. 
17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for 

ever and ever. Amen.   

               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                         Luke 15:1–10 

(Jesus tells the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin.) 

   
1 Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats 

with them."  

 

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 "Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses 

one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost 

sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and 

goes home.  
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Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found 

my lost sheep.' 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need 

to repent. 

 

8 "Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls 

her friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

coin.' 10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents." 

     
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN 
             709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

  

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/15.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/15.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/15.html
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Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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2 Order my footsteps by Thy Word 

    And make my heart sincere; 

Let sin have no dominion, Lord, 

    But keep my conscience clear. 
 

OFFERING 
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 

“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                                      arr. Keveren 

 

 
Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 707      Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

  
1 Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

    To keep His statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

    To know and do His will! 

 Text: Public domain 

  

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 

human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on 

the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling 

Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 

SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 
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If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 

  
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 740 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb 

 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 864 Shepherd of Tender Youth  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which 

You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life.  May the gifts of Your 

heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.  

Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to 

taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Please stand 

PRAYER  
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 

of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

  
POSTLUDE 

 “Jesus Shall Reign”                                         arr. Berry  
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Amos 8:4-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-15; Luke 16:1-15 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 

Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2025 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch       
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch   

     8:30 a.m. Matthew Shipman   

     11:00 a.m. Matthew Shipman       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Denise Koch 

     11:00 a.m.     Tonja Cleveland                  
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Eve Zvirgzdins   

     11:00 a.m. Anna Zvirgzdins       
 

Singers:    8:30 a.m. Lynda Christian 

Denise Koch 

       Ted Laesch  

Mark Petersen 
                                     

Pianist:    Ruth Stith  
              

Elder of the Week:   David Stahlhut      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


