
joy to see so many serving the Lord by serving others in
love, whether that be through Friend of Moms, helping with
Helping Hands Food Pantry, serving as an usher, acolyte,
reader, Altar Guild assistant, and in many, many other
ways. Way to go, Chapel of the Cross!

And soon, through our collaboration with Bethlehem
Lutheran Church, we will see many little ones at our
campus, being cared for and hearing about Jesus in the
Day Care Center opening this spring. You continue to show
that there’s a “big picture” to the ministry of the Church --
and there’s important ministry to be done in St. Louis,
ministry made possible by partnering with other brothers
and sisters in Christ. Way to go, Chapel of the Cross!

I could go on (and on and on!), but instead, let me just say
again: Way to go, people of Chapel of the Cross! And know
that “Your love has given me [and many others] great joy
and encouragement.” ✟✟✟
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“WAY TO GO!”
by Pastor Ted Laesch

“Way to go!” is one of those phrases that we all need to hear from time to time. It has
many different versions like: “Atta boy!” or “Thank you!” or “You did great!” No matter
how we say it, the words mean so much.

The Bible is filled with examples of encouragement. Acts 4 tells us about a man named
Joseph, but the apostles nicknamed him “Barnabas” which means “Son of Encourage-
ment.” What a blessing Barnabas was to the church! Through his encouragement, the
apostle Paul was first accepted by the church in Jerusalem (Acts 9:27).

CrossRoads

One little known Bible character that received a “Way to go!”
was Philemon. Paul said this to him: “Your love has given me
great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have
refreshed the hearts of the saints.” (Philemon 7)

Considering the importance of encouragement, I’d like to share a
word of appreciation with you, the members of the Chapel of the
Cross family. I’d like to thank you for your continued generous
and sacrificial giving -- showing your love for the Lord and His
church. Over and over again, when there’s a need, the Chapel
family chips in, and the Lord provides. 

The most recent example of that is the retirement of Chapel’s debt. What a wonderful accomplishment! On
March 30 we were blessed to witness the burning of the mortgage. Praise God from whom all blessings
flow! We praise Him for the faithful and generous gifts of many over the years to make it possible that we
are today, for the first time in 60 years, debt-free. And we can now dedicate those funds, once used to pay
the mortgage, to other important areas of mission and ministry. Way to go, Chapel of the Cross! 

But debt-retirement is just one example out of many! It’s a



Lenten Midweek Worship
Wednesdays

March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9
11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Palm Sunday
Sunday, April 13

5:00 p.m. (Saturday) 
8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday, April 17

11:00 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Good Friday
Friday, April 18

12:00 noon & 6:30 p.m.

Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 19

5:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 20
8:30 & 11:00 a.m.

Lenten Schedule
2025
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Beginning on Wednesday, June 4, Chapel will hold bi-monthly prayer
services throughout the summer months. Services will be held at 6:30 p.m.
on the first and third Wednesdays from June – August and are held in the
small chapel. We hope you will make time during your busy weeks and
plan to attend these brief services of music, readings, and prayers. ✟✟✟

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER

On Sunday, February 16, Chapel held a special service celebrating
the gift of marriage for families in our congregation. After the brief
service, which included renewing of wedding vows, attendees
enjoyed a reception together in the commons. ✟✟✟

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY SERVICE



EGG HUNT

EASTER EGG HUNT AND VBS
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What a joy it is to see how God is working through
the Chapel of the Cross family to share His love
with one another and with our community! 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one of you is a part of it.” 

1 Corinthians 12:27

by Mary Laesch

Chapel of the Cross will host an Easter Egg Hunt for children of the
congregation and the community on Saturday, April 19. Children
and their families are invited to come for crafts and games from
10:30–11:00 a.m. The Egg Hunt will begin at 11:00 a.m. 

We are asking for donations of small, wrapped candy (no nuts
please), stickers, or other small toys to put in the eggs. We also
need youth and adult helpers for the day of the hunt! Look for 
more information in the Commons area. 

Get ready for an Outback adventure at Vacation Bible School this 
summer! The theme for this year’s VBS is Epic Australian Adventure: An
Unforgettable Journey with Jesus. We are excited to be partnering once
again with Grace Chapel and Blessed Savior Lutheran churches. VBS will
held at the Blessed Savior campus on five evenings: Sunday, 
June 8—Thursday, June 12 from 5:30–8:00 p.m. 

We will fill eggs with candy on Sunday, April 13 after the 11:00 a.m service. Please come and help if you
can—many hands make light (and quick) work! Contact Mary Laesch. 

VBS provides a 
wonderful opportunity to 
share the good news of Jesus’ love with the kids and
families in our community. Many hands are needed
to make VBS a success, and we would love for you
to get involved! There are many ways to help, from
donating items to making snacks to leading children
during VBS, and more. Contact Mary Laesch for
more information and look for the VBS sign-up
sheets coming soon to the Commons area. ✟✟✟



Chapel members and guests are always welcome and invited to
attend our meetings.

On Saturday and Sunday, April 12 and 13, the Mary-Martha Guild
will hold its annual Spring Bake Sale. A recipient will be announced in
the Chapel Weekly.

We will hold our regular meeting on Monday, April 14. This month we
will be hosting a baby shower for the benefit of Friends of Moms.

Chapel member Jayme Zivirgzdins will be our guest speaker at the
May meeting on Monday, May 12. She will talk about her business,
The Earth Sprout.

On Monday, June 9, we will have our Installation Dinner here at
church. It will be catered by Catering to You. ✟✟✟

Our annual trivia night on March 8 was a huge success! 104 players
from 7 different churches joined our 2.5 hour event! Three short table
games were added this year; Scavenger Hunt, Chronology, and a
table version of Family Feud. The 8 categories of 10 questions each
yielded several high scores and the winning table, with 63 correct
answers, earned the grand prize of cash and new Thrivent T-shirts. 

The money we raised from this event will help enable students and
chaperones to attend the National Youth Gathering this summer in
New Orleans, Louisiana. Trivia raised $3,018 and the silent auction
raised $915.

We thank the dedicated 14 youth and 16 adult volunteers who helped
to make the event a great success by setting up the gym, working the
concession window, securing 49 auction donations, serving as judges,
cashiers, registration, and cleaning everything when it was over
around 9:00 pm. Our MC, Jerry Bowen, kept things rolling smoothly. 

Church social events are so valuable and fun. Thanks to everyone
who worked, played, laughed and ate! ✟✟✟

TRIVIA NIGHT
by Bill Rusnak
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MARY-MARTHA GUILD

Night



Perhaps Jesus directed them toward the Old
Testament stories foretelling His life. God’s provision
of a sacrificial ram in place of Abraham’s beloved
son Isaac on Mt Moriah. Jesus as the embodiment of
Jacob’s ladder, on which we are now allowed to
ascend. Jesus, the Passover lamb, sacrificed to save
His people. He is the manna, the living bread. He is
the rock in the desert, struck to bring forth living
water. Ultimately, He was raised up like the bronze
snake to heal His people.  

He is Immanuel, born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14) in
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). He was subject of a plot to
murder Him (Jeremiah 31:15) but was protected and
later called out of Egypt (Hosea 11:1). He healed
during His ministry (Isaiah 35:1–6). He was praised
by the masses on Palm Sunday (Psalm 118:25–29)
while entering the city humbly riding on a donkey
(Zechariah 9:9).

Then, in the final act, Jesus was rejected by the
Jewish leaders, and despised. He took on all the sins
of humanity (Isaiah 53).  He experienced scorn and
disgrace (Psalm 69:19–21) while being mocked and
forsaken (Psalm 22) and He died. But one additional
prophesy is revealed: “I keep my eyes always on the
Lord. With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
my body also will rest secure, because you will not
abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let
your faithful one see decay (Psalm 16:8–11).

In my mind I see, with every revelation from
Scripture, the disciples experiencing more and more
awe at the intricate plan of salvation that was laid
out in front of them. Their uncertainty regarding
Jesus’ station as the Messiah melts away in the face
of the ancient Spirit-inspired writings and His true
mission becomes clear to them. After they stop for
the night and Jesus blesses their dinner, the veil is
fully removed, and the elation of the disciples is
unbridled. “Were not our hearts burning within us
while He talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32)

As we traverse the season of Lent into Holy Week
and Easter and beyond, we acknowledge Jesus’
selfless sacrifice and extraordinary love, but also the
plan of salvation that God devised. He refused to
lose us because of our sins and was willing to pay
the highest price to redeem us. May your Lent and
Holy Week be especially meaningful this year, and
save an extra Alleluia for the Easter season!

God’s blessings to you, in the worship we offer to
God and in the life we lead to His glory. ✟✟✟
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THE ULTIMATE REVELATION
by Craig Schlichtmann

When watching a mystery show on TV or in the
theater, the climactic moment occurs when all the
characters are finally assembled at the end. The
detective holds everyone’s attention as he lays out,
point by point, how the events took place. All the
minute details individuals couldn’t recognize in the
moment, the sly gumshoe uncovered behind the
scenes. The suspense builds as the facts are revealed,
until the detective ultimately pulls off a mask while
everyone present gasps: Old Man Johnson?!  

Directly after the chaotic events of the Holy Week,
Luke records similar events experienced by two
disciples returning home from the Jerusalem Passover
celebration. The story of the disciples on the road to
Emmaus is one of my favorites in the Bible. Every time
I hear it, I imagine myself travelling with Cleopas and
his partner, whose name is unrevealed, experiencing
what they did that night. They were discussing the
events of the weekend when a mysterious man, the
very subject of their story, joined them. Upon hearing
the distress and confusion expressed by His disciples,
Jesus, the Good Teacher, directed their attention
toward Scripture, as He constantly does, to
reintroduce them to the true Savior they were
promised, rather than the creation of expectations of
their own minds.

Did He begin His revelation in Scripture with the verse
He used to begin His ministry? “The Spirit of the
Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor”
(Isaiah 61:1–2).  The Messiah is anointed of the Holy
Spirit, yet also the Son of God and King of all: “I will
proclaim the Lord’s decree:  He said to me, ‘You are
my son; today I have become your father.  Ask me,
and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends
of the earth your possession’” (Psalm 2:7–8).  He is the
Son of Man who will rule the nations (Daniel 7:13–14).
He came to earth to establish God’s new covenant
with us, that we may know Him and His
commandments and He will forgive our sins (Jeremiah
31:31–34).  

From the very beginning of the story of salvation,
Jesus He has been a part of it. He is the instrument
through which God promised Abraham: “I will bless
those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through
you” (Genesis 12:3). He is the star coming out of Jacob
(Numbers 24:17), the scepter which will not depart
from Judah (Genesis 49:10), and the greater offspring
of David who will establish His kingdom forever (2
Samuel 7:12–16).

Elder’s Message
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LAMP MINISTRY UPDATE
by Mike and Ellen Kehe

News and notes from LAMP Ministry….File this under “Praise God from
Whom All Blessings Flow” AND “Be Careful What You Pray For.” Our Chapel
of the Cross LAMP teams currently have 21 people interested in serving this
summer! Since last summer, God has been at work laying the groundwork for
us to extend our mission in Brochet and Lynn Lake, Manitoba to also include
the growing community of the Marcel Colomb Reserve, which is about 45
minutes from Lynn Lake. Being able to lead Bible School in three different 

Mission & Outreach

LAMP at the National LCMS Youth Gathering: Ellen
and Mike, along with Team members Bethany Kehe
and Hannah Wroblewski, will be representing LAMP
at a booth at the Gathering this summer. Our goal is
to increase the visibility of LAMP among LCMS teens
and adults, answer questions, and encourage
people to participate in a Short Term Mission Trip.

Well done, good and faithful Servant. Les Stalke
who had the vision that became the LAMP Ministry
over 50 years ago, entered into glory with 

communities requires additional people to serve. We trusted that if God wants this to happen, those
additional people would rise up. Here they are!  Praise God! The plan for this summer is to serve those three
communities in the same week, the first week in August. In addition, the LAMP office reached out to us
about doing a Bible School week in Churchill, Manitoba. They haven’t had anyone serve there since before
Covid. It is a smaller community, so the plan right now is that Ellen and Mike Kehe will be traveling to
Churchill the second week of August while the rest of the group heads home. Thank you for your continued
prayers and support for all the LAMP teams in their plans and preparations for this upcoming summer.

our Lord March 22. Rev. Stahlke served as a parish pastor in Alberta for six
years before founding and serving as CEO of LAMP for 25 years. He saw
LAMP grow to become an international organization with two boards, and
expanded to serve people scattered over more than one million square
miles of northern Canada and Alaska. "The entire LAMP family is
mourning the loss of our founder," shared LAMP's Executive Director, Rev.
Dr. Steven Schave. "But we grieve with hope in Christ our Savior." ✟✟✟

FOUR
SITES!

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX MINISTRY UPDATE
by Mike and Ellen Kehe

Mela Kastilio wrote the following in the Operation
Christmas Child Project Leader Group Facebook page: 

I read a recent post about someone wondering how
Operation Christmas Child decides who gets to
receive a shoebox, and whether there is an income
bracket criteria. In response to that, let me share my
experience of receiving a shoebox as a child in the
Philippines.

I was 6 years old when I received my shoebox. Our
group of kids were not poor; we were middle class in
the city. Our families had secure jobs, paid thousands 

for private school education, and vacationed to
different countries abroad. However, we were
poor in the gospel. The shoebox gifts were used
as tools for us to get to feel God's great love. We
were taught about how Jesus died on the cross to
save us from our sins.

OCC may primarily send boxes to poor
communities (and that is a wonderful thing), but
we must remember that these shoeboxes are not
aid. These are gifts of gospel opportunities. Every
person, regardless of background, deserves to
hear the gospel. 

(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

If anyone is curious of what I received in my box, I remember getting a stuffed
bear, jump rope, koosh ball, colorful erasers, toothbrush, and some playing cards
(pictured here). I still enjoy these playing cards even now that I'm an adult. 
God bless you all!
- Mela

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry at Chapel of
the Cross thanks the Helping Hands Food Pantry for a
recent “treasure trove” of items donated to the food
pantry that were then shared with the Shoebox Ministry!
Squishmallows, which are considered a “Wow Item” 
when packing a shoebox, were among this trove, and will now be a part of our
packing party in November! Thank you, Helping Hands Food Pantry for your
partnership in the Gospel!

As always, thank you to everyone in the congregation who continue to “fill the
box” with assorted items that will then be packed in shoeboxes in November! ✟✟✟



In His Sermon on the Mount Jesus taught…

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise
man who built his house on the rock." Matthew
7:24
 
The next time you are tempted by human
(“artificial”) wisdom, consider these words from
King Solomon who was truly gifted with Godly
wisdom.

 "Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who
gain understanding, for she is more profitable than
silver and yields better returns than gold. She is
more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can
compare with her." Proverbs 3: 13-18.

And how do we find this wisdom?

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
all who follow His precepts have good
understanding." Psalms 111:10

"If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God,
who gives generously to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to you." James 1:5

Don’t be led astray by human wisdom which can
lead you where you don’t want to go. Rather, seek
God’s wisdom as revealed by the Holy Spirit
through Word and sacrament and prayer. Just like
Coca’Cola, Godly wisdom is the real thing. ✟✟✟
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IT’S THE REAL THING
by Gary Timm

Seems like these days we are being constantly
barraged with news and advertisements touting
Artificial Intelligence, or AI. AI isn’t a new concept. It
was discussed in some of my Computer Science
classes back in the late 1970s. In fact, the term
“Artificial Intelligence” can be traced back to 1956,
the year I was born.

The concept of AI has always been met with at least
a bit of skepticism. I recall comments being made
like “I’ll take human intelligence over artificial
intelligence any day.” Some of you may recall when
in 1988 an AI powered computer first beat a human
grandmaster in a game of chess. That was a big
deal. Today we have AI controlling actual vehicles.
Sometimes they behave nicely and sometimes they
run through red lights and crash into things. But
what else can you expect considering AI is based on
human intelligence which is flawed by sin. 

Similarly, there is Godly wisdom and human
(artificial) wisdom. Just as AI is subject to our human
flaws, human wisdom is corrupted by sinful motives
and ideas. While there is much pressure to live our
lives based on human wisdom, we must be very
careful in its application; for human wisdom values
self, possessions, pride, self-reliance and status, but
Godly wisdom turns all that around.
 
 "But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of
all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive,
full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere."
James 3:17

"For the foolishness of God is wiser than human
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than
human strength." 1 Corinthians 1:25 

The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS Transfer Out:
Rich and Dee Langefeld

Former number of members:
Gains: 
Losses: 
New number of members: 

861
+0
-5

856

Deaths:
Olive M. Middendorf (Dec. 11, 2024)
Emerson “Bud” Shultz (Nov. 14, 2024)
Cynthia Ziegler (Jan. 12, 2025)

CROSSROADS
SUBMISSIONS:

Contributions for the
Summer issue of the

CrossRoads are due by
Sunday, June 8. Please

submit both a paper copy to
the CrossRoads box as well
as a digital copy if possible

(e.g. PDF, pictures, etc.)
emailed to Anne Meyer at

news@chapelofthecross.org. 
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CHAPEL OF THE CROSS - LUTHERAN Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Weekend Worship Services
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Education Hour
(Sunday School, Youth, & Adult Classes)

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd, & 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th, & 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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