Bible Wisdom
Proverbs 4:7-8

INTRODUCTION:  In the first sermon of His public earthly ministry, Jesus preached that a man must have two specific heart responses to His words in order to be wise (Matt. 7:24-27). First, wisdom is found in the context of a relationship with Him: the hearer’s response to His words. Second, Jesus teaches which actual responses to His words will make a man wise:  _______________ and _______________.
 	These two responses are the primary disciplines of wisdom and thus, of a Christlike, renewed mind. How a person responds to His words will determine the __________________ of their life and thus the ________________________ of his or her life. 

I. What Is Wisdom?
A. Some view wisdom as having the view from a __________________ over traffic. 
B. A more accurate description is the view from the ____________________. 
 “WISDOM IS NOT HAVING GOD’S PERSPECTIVE OF THE WHOLE MATTER BEFORE US, BUT HAVING GOD’S PERSPECTIVE ABOUT WHAT NEXT RESPONSE WILL HONOR HIM WHILE KEEPING US STILL USABLE TO HIM.” (Jim Berg).

C. The Judgment Seat of Christ will examine our usefulness or fruitfulness for God. 
D. Since wisdom is essential to usefulness, we need to consider how you may ______________ wisdom. 
E. Solomon made it clear that the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom (Prov. 9:10). What is involved in fearing the Lord? Study the following chart to understand the biblical path to wisdom. 

	The Goal
	Wisdom
(The Mind of Christ)

	The Master Disciplines
	Hearing
	Doing

	The Basic Disciplines
	Attention
Choosing to __________ to God
	Meditation
Choosing to ________ like God
	Obedience
Choosing to _________ God
	Endurance
Choosing to ___________for God


	
II. Four Types of Hearers – Luke 8:4-21
A. The ________________ hearer
B. The ________________ hearer
C. The __________________ hearer
D. The ________________ hearer
E. If you desire to be the type of hearer that receives God’s Word, consider the two basic disciplines of hearing: _______________ and _________________. 


III. The Basic Discipline of Attention
A. Biblically, hearing means first of all that we are choosing to _______________ to God.
B. God designed man to listen to someone for _____________________ in life (Gen. 2:16-17). 
 “IF WE ARE TO MOVE OUT OF THE ‘FOOLISHNESS’ 
OF OUR OWN HEART AND DEVELOP A RENEWED MIND, 
WE MUST MAKE IT A HABIT OF LIFE, A DISCIPLINE, 
TO LISTEN TO GOD THAN TO OUR OWN HEART” (Jim Berg).
C. The Bible says we should be guided by God and godly ______________: Prov. 1:8; 2:1, 6; 3:1, 5; 4:1; 5:1; 6:20; 8:1. 

“THE CORNERSTONE OF WISDOM IS A DEPENDENT 
AND SUBMISSIVE HEART THAT SHOWS ITSELF BY GIVING 
ITS ATTENTION TO GOD AND TO SPIRITUAL LEADERS” (Jim Berg). 

IV. The Basic Discipline of Meditation
A. The goal of biblical meditation is to __________ like God.
B. Remembering God’s words is tied to our __________________ with Him.
C. We remember information that is _________________ and often rehearsed. The same can be true with our memorization of God’s Word. 
D. Anyone who knows how to ____________ knows how to meditate.
1. A worrier takes one thought and looks single-mindedly at that thought from every possible angle, examining every possible implication of that thought.
2. Biblical meditation involves the same process, but the reflective thought must be on the truth from God and not on a lie from our own heart or from Satan.
E. Because of the supreme importance of God’s Word, we should make an intense _____________ of it. (James 1:21-25; Prov. 2:1-6). 

APPLICATION FOR LIFE CHANGE:
· Pursue wisdom. Be faithful in church attendance and Bible reading. 
· Remove distractions that keep you from giving full attention to God.
Commit yourself to daily meditation on the Word so that you are not a
