Revelation 6:1-8

The First Seal: The Deceptive Peace (The White Horse)
Read Revelation 6:1-2 – these two verses will analyze the rider on the white horse and the nature of the deception that marks the start of the Tribulation.
1. Antichrist vs. Christ (Revelation 6:2): How is the rider described? Can you see how some interpret verses 1 and 2 as Christ? 	What evidence do these verses contain that show that the rider on the white horse is NOT Christ? If not Christ, who is the rider?  How do these details indicate he comes in "pseudo, deceptive peace" and is a counterfeit Christ, rather than Jesus Himself? When Jesus returns how does He come back?
2. The Set-Up for Deception: The Antichrist (the man of sin) will bring a one-world government and deceive the entire world, leading many to "reject the truth" and "believe the lie." What current trends (political, technological, or spiritual) do you see setting the world up for this kind of unified, global deception?
3. The Church as a Restrainer: Read 2 Thessalonians 2:7 below. The verse below is telling us that the Antichrist cannot be fully revealed until the restraining force of the church (through the Holy Spirit) is removed. Why is the Church's presence a hindrance to the Antichrist's deception?
· 2 Thessalonians 2:7 - "For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way."
4. Guarding Against Deception: Jesus, in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24:4-5), warns, "Take heed that no one deceives you." How do believers "read our Bibles, be grounded in the Word" today to avoid being deceived by false teachings that share a "spirit of Antichrist"? What does this look like in your life?
Notes:


The Second and Third Seals: War and Famine 
Read Revelation 6:3-6. Here we look at the immediate consequences that follow the Antichrist’s deceptive peace—global war and devastating economic collapse.
1. The Fiery Red Horse (Revelation 6:4): The rider is granted the power "to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another." With the removal of peace from the earth, what is the natural consequence? Have we seen anything in recent history that would point to how easily this will happen? What does this swift descent from a pseudo-peace (white horse) to global war (red horse) reveal about the true nature and goals of the Antichrist? Read Matthew 24:7. How does Matthew 24:7 lend support to Revelation 6:3-4?
2. The Black Horse and Scarcity (Revelation 6:5-6): What does this symbolism represent? What do the scales in verse 5 represent? Explain what is meant in verse 6 about the price of food? How would those living on the earth respond to the famine in the land? Would it be peaceful? How would you respond? Why would the oil and wine be protected?
Notes:


The Fourth Seal: Death and Hades
Read Revelation 6:7-8. Here we will see the most devastating of the horsemen—the widespread death and the eternal consequences for the wicked.
1. The Pale Horse: The pale horse ("chloros," yellowish-green) is personified by Death, with Hades (Hell) following close behind. In verse 7 the rider of the pale horse brought death and Hades followed him. How is Hades interpreted in this verse? Why is the rider given the literal name of Death? Who gives the authority in verse 8 to kill? What does the proximity of Hades following Death imply about the spiritual fate of those killed during this time?
2. Eternal Destinations: The text contrasts the two destinations for those who die: the wicked go to Hades (hell), and the saved go to heaven. What is the most compelling reason from Scripture to be rightly related to Christ before the Tribulation begins? Bring text to support your thoughts?
· Read Matthew 10:28 - "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell."
3. Fear vs. Hope: The text states that a Christian is "not afraid anymore to die." How does the Christian assurance that "to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5:8) serve as the ultimate counter to the terror brought by this pale horse rider? Discuss your assurance and how you go there. What other verses help you?
