

Revelation 5
Read Revelation 5:1-4. Also read Daniel 12:4. The sealed scroll is often viewed as the title deed, deeds, and judgments of the Earth, representing God’s sovereign plan for the future. John's weeping (Rev 5:4) reveals the profound despair that God's ultimate plan for the redemption and culmination of history might be postponed or thwarted because no created being was found capable or worthy to execute it.
Discussion: The Seven Seals: What does the fact that the scroll was "sealed with seven seals" (Rev 5:1) tell about the absolute security, finality, and mystery of God's future program? (Note: All seven seals must be opened before the scroll can be read). 
The Inadequacy of Creation: The strong angel’s challenge revealed that "no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll" (Rev 5:3). What does this incapability of man communicate regarding humanity’s ability to decide or effect its own destiny, or to redeem itself? 
John’s Reaction: John "wept much" (Rev 5:4) when no one was found worthy. Considering that the consummation of history depended on the scroll being opened, what does John's weeping reveal about his passion for God's ultimate justice and kingdom? Can you honestly say that you have that passion?
Practical Application: In moments of high anxiety or confusion regarding the events we see in our country and the things going on around the world, how does the knowledge that God holds the "scroll" of history (His final settlement of the universe's affairs) firmly in His right hand bring you foundational peace? Read Psalm 24:1.
Notes:



Read Revelation 5:5-7. Jesus is the central theme of this chapter, introduced as the conquering Lion (royalty/power) but appearing as the sacrificial Lamb ("as though it had been slain"). Pastor Chuck emphasized that Christ's worthiness to open the scroll was secured not by His strength alone, but by His finished work on the cross.
Discussion: Read Isaiah 53:7. Lion vs. Lamb: Why is it significant that John expected to see the conquering Lion of the tribe of Judah (Messiah, fulfilling Genesis 49:9-10) but instead saw a Lamb as though it had been slain? How do these dual titles define the totality of Christ's worthiness?
The Eternal Sacrifice: The Lamb appeared "as though it had been slain." What does this image signify about the continuous, eternally effectual, and "fresh and current" virtue of Jesus’s sacrifice before God the Father?
Perfect Rule: The Lamb had "seven horns and seven eyes." Since horns represent power and eyes suggest knowledge/wisdom, what do these sevenfold descriptions (representing perfection) tell us about the nature of the Lamb's ability to dictate the destiny of creation?
Practical Application When facing a significant trial, believers often pray for God’s "Lion-like" strength. How can we better embrace the example of the "Lamb," relying on humility, obedience, and sacrificial love, knowing that Christ prevailed through sacrifice?
Notes:



Read Revelation 5:8-10 as well as 1 Peter 2:9 The "new song" is unique because its theme is the redemption accomplished by the Lamb's blood, a testimony that angels cannot offer. The elders, representing the redeemed, present "golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints," signifying that the longstanding prayers of God’s people ("Your kingdom come") are now being answered in preparation for the culmination of history.
For discussion: A Unique Testimony: Why is the "new song" (Rev 5:9) sung only by the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders (representing redeemed man) and not the angels? What does the theme of redemption by blood mean to the singer that an angel cannot understand?
Kings and Priests: The redeemed are promised, "You have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth" (Rev 5:10). How should the knowledge of this dual future destiny—ruling with Jesus (kings) and having direct access to God (priests)—influence our service and lifestyle today?
Global Scope: The song praises the Lamb for redeeming people "out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation" (Rev 5:9). How does this universal scope of redemption counter tendencies toward spiritual or cultural exclusivity within the Church?
Practical Application: Reflecting on the fact that Christ redeemed people from "every tribe and tongue," how should this truth practically motivate your commitment to world missions, evangelism, or outreach within diverse communities?
Notes:

