

Revelation 4
Read Revelation 4:1. “After these things…” As Pastor Daryl laid out for us this is the 3rd division or section which comes after “The Things Which Are”. We are now getting into “The things which will be after these things”
Discussion: Why is the phrase "After these things" considered by many to be a key marker for the timing of the Church's departure from earth in end-times prophecy?
What does the voice "like a trumpet" signify, when will this happen? What does this imagery remind you of? Can you connect this with other New Testament passages about Christ's return? (for example, read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, also look at these verses and discuss what it is saying). There are plenty of other passages. Find other examples and discuss.
Practical Application: If you truly believe you will hear the call to "Come up here" at any moment, how should that hope affect your priorities and daily life? What does it look like for ministry?
Notes:



Read Revelation 4:2-3. This scene shifts the focus entirely from the earth to the centrality of God's throne. Pastor Chuck emphasized that the stones (jasper and sardius) are not meant to give us a clear image of God (who is Spirit), but to convey dazzling, overwhelming glory.
Discuss Why do you think God is described using the imagery of brilliant, precious stones rather than a human form? What do these dazzling colors communicate about His nature? What does it mean to be "in the Spirit" (v. 2) in this context? How does this spiritual state enable us to receive a fuller revelation of God?
Practical Application: How can focusing on the sheer majesty of God's throne help us keep earthly troubles and concerns in proper perspective? 
Notes:



Read Revelation 4-11 of chapter 4. For this discussion, our primary focus will be on verses 4, 10 and 11.
A lot of time and energy has been spent by commentators on determining the precise identity of the twenty-four elders seen here in the throne room of God. Who might they be, very generally speaking, based on: Revelation 2:10, Revelation 3:10-11, Revelation 5:9-10?
If we accept that these elders are representative of the church, we should take an interest in what they are doing here in heaven. What are they doing, according to verses 10 and 11?
For discussion: These crowns that the elders are casting before the throne of God: What are they for and when will we receive them? (2 Timothy 4:8, James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:4, for example.) What are your thoughts about receiving rewards from the Lord? Does reading these verses in Revelation 4 shift your perspective at all about earning these rewards? (Consider also 1 Corinthians 9:24-25).
Second discussion: What is the significance of the Elders being both clothed in white robes and wearing crowns of gold? What do these garments and crowns symbolize for believers? The Elders are seated on thrones. What does their seated posture imply about their past service and current state?
Practical Application: If these Elders represent the victorious, rewarded Church, what kind of "crowns" (rewards) should motivate your service to Christ today?
Notes:


Bonus discussion: One of our Calvary Chapel distinctives is the priority of the Word. For this reason our approach to the bible is primarily to teach chapter by chapter, verse by verse, through the entirety of scripture, both the Old and New Testament, using expository teaching (Nehemiah 8:8.) In discussion of this approach toward teaching, Pastor Chuck Smith went on to say, later, that he found that “one of the best commentaries on the Bible is the Bible itself.” (Smith, Chuck Calvary Chapel Distinctives, 2000)
Discuss the importance of this distinctive, especially as we move forward into the “things which will take place after this.” Consider these verses in your discussion: Acts 20:27, 2 Peter 1:20-21, 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
Practical application: How can/do you apply this approach to the Word in your own walk? Can you share how the Holy Spirit has increased your understanding of scripture through the consistent reading of it? Do you consistently spend time in the Word? What does that look like in your walk these days?
Notes:
