

Revelation 3:7 - 22
Read Revelation 3:7-13
First discussion: When Jesus say’s in verse 8 “…I have set before you and open door, and no one can shut it…” how did you initially view this statement? For those that see this as the entrance into Heaven, discuss your thoughts. (see Rev 3: 12, 21) For those that view this as an opportunity to witness and serve the Lord, discuss what that looks like? What does “and no one can shut it” mean in either and what does that look like on our lives? (see Colossians 4:3, 1 Corinthians 16:9, 2 Corinthians 2:12)
Second discussion: The Philadelphians had "a little strength" but great faithfulness. How does God use our weakness to demonstrate His power and open doors for ministry?
The promise in verse 10 is to be kept from the hour of trial. Why is this promise so significant to believers today, and how should it motivate our walk with the Lord?
Third Discussion: Finally, to wrap this up, we can see that God is looking at this church as one that represents a victorious church and one that models God’s love, as well as a “missionary view” to spread the word. What Jesus seems to be saying with regards to the promise to be kept "from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world" (v. 10) is a promise of the Rapture for all true believers, consistent with the pre-tribulation view. While this is referring to their assured entry into Heaven, can you see this as an opportunity to spread God’s word and serve Him assuring the same entry to many more souls.
Personal Application: In what area is God presenting an "open door" for you to share your faith or serve, even if you feel you have "a little strength"?
Notes:



Read Revelation 3:14-17. The Laodicean church represents the wealthy, materialistic church that is satisfied with its prosperity and believes it is self-sufficient, completely unaware of its true spiritual poverty.
Discuss the strong reaction Jesus has to this church. He used hot and cold as descriptors while characterizing the life of this church. Discuss these two descriptors in a Christian’s life. (how do you think Jesus is using these in a positive way, it is the attitude of being tepid or lukewarm the He is ascribing no value to). What could cold also represent? (this is probably what most people see). (see Proverbs 30:8-9)
Second discussion: Discuss what “lukewarm” looks like in a church and in a Christians life. What does Jesus say in John 14:15 about true faith? When we gave our lives to the Lord, we read in scripture that we became a new creation. Did it stop there? Discuss the sanctification process. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17, Philippians 1:6 and 2:12-13, 2 Peter 3:18. There are so many more verses in the Bible about this. Bring some others to share in this discussion.
Practical Application: What is one area of your life (finances, comfort, career) where you might be tempted to say, "I have need of nothing"?
Personal Application: How can you actively cultivate a dependence on Christ in that area?
Notes:



Read Revelation 3:20-21. The invitation and the promise.
Discussion: According to verses 14-21 to whom is this invitation addressed? Continuing this theme with this church: Why is Jesus pictured standing outside the door of His own church? The verb "dine" implies intimate fellowship and deep relationship, emphasizing that what Jesus desires most is personal communion with His people. What does this imagery suggest about the state of our personal relationship with Him? 
What does it mean practically to "open the door" to Christ? What habits or attitudes in our lives might be hindering that fellowship? Can you see a bigger application to verses 20 & 21.
Practical Application: Is there an area of your life you've reserved for yourself, effectively keeping Christ outside? How can you purposefully invite Him into that space this week to "dine with Him"?
Notes:
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