Revelation Chapter 9
Read Revelation 9:1-2.
Discussion: The text refers to the star as "him." Why is it significant to identify this “star” as a person rather than just a physical object? Some say this fallen “star” is Satan (Chuck Smith, Henry Alford, H.B. Swete) some won’t say (Walvoord). Look up the definition of “fallen” and discuss your findings. (read Luke 10:18, Isaiah 14:12-17, Rev 12:9). Also discuss why the "key" was given to him, what does this reveal about God’s ultimate authority over the timing and release of judgment?
Why is it significant to view this "star" as a personal being (likely a fallen angel or Satan) rather than a natural disaster like an asteroid? How does the idea of a "king" over the bottomless pit change our understanding of the spiritual warfare occurring during the Tribulation?
Notes:

Read Revelation 9:3-6.
Discussion: According to verse 4, who is specifically protected from this plague? (review Revelation 7 (read past verse 8) Eph 1:13-14, 2 Tim 2:19). What does this suggest about the "Seal of God" mentioned earlier in Revelation? Verse 6 describes a terrifying state where men seek death but cannot find it. Why would God allow a judgment of "torment without death" rather than immediate destruction?
In a time of global chaos, what does the "seal of God" represent for the believer? How does the promise of protection for the sealed contrast with the fate of those who "seek death and will not find it"?
Notes:

Practical Application: After reading 1-6 What does it mean to be "sealed" by God today versus during the Tribulation? How does knowing that God holds the ultimate "keys" to every situation comfort you when you feel like the world is spinning out of control? In your own lives, how have you seen God set boundaries or "hedges" around trials to ensure they accomplish His purpose without destroying you? Since God provides protection during judgment, what is the purpose of that protection—is it just for safety, or is it for a specific witness?
Notes:

Read Revelation 9: 7-11. John describes creatures with the faces of men, hair like women, and the sound of many chariots. Pastor Chuck Smith suggests John was limited by the vocabulary of his time.
Discussion: : Look at the specific descriptions in verses 7–10. Which of these "likenesses" stands out to you as most unsettling, and why? Pastor Chuck Smith also suggests these could be literal demonic spirits being released. What are the implications of a "spiritual invasion" becoming visible to the human eye? Do you see this today? 
Discuss the names Abaddon and Apollyon. Regardless if this is satan or not how do we see the "Destroyer" at work in the world even before these judgments occur?
Practical Application: If the enemy’s nature is strictly to "destroy" (John 10:10), how can we better guard our minds and hearts against his "stings" through the study of God's Word?
Notes:

Read Revelation 9:13-19. The sounding of the sixth trumpet moves the scene to the River Euphrates, where four bound angels are released to lead an army of 200 million.
Discussion: Verse 15 notes that these angels were prepared for "the hour and day and month and year." What does this precision tell us about God’s "divine calendar"? These four angels were bound at the Euphrates. Why would holy angels be bound? What does this imply about their nature and the reason for their confinement until this specific moment?
Application: Knowing that God is never "behind schedule" even in the midst of global upheaval, how should that affect the way you pray for current events and world leaders?
Notes:

Read Revelation 9:20-21.
Discussion: Why do you think human beings can sometimes become more hardened in their rebellion when faced with judgment rather than turning to God? What does this reveal about the nature of the human heart and the limits of "scaring" someone into faith?
Application: Can you think of a time when a difficult or "shaking" experience in your life actually served as an act of God's mercy to get your attention? How can we use these "crisis testimonies" to share the Gospel with others?
