Revelation Chapter 8
Chapter 8 is pivotal, as the opening of the Seventh Seal initiates the second series of judgments: the Seven Trumpets. Following the Calvary Chapel method (emphasizing literal interpretation and the Pre-Tribulation Rapture), we understand this chapter begins the active unfolding of God's wrath upon a Christ-rejecting world.
Read Revelation 8:1-2.
Discussion: Is the silence explained in these verses? What have we all been taught when the Bible is silent on something? So, why is silence the appropriate reaction to the opening of the final seal? What does this brief pause signify about the judgments to come? (See Habakkuk 2:20)
The Seven Trumpet Angels: John sees "the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets." The giving of the trumpets signifies the delegated authority for this next sequence of judgments. How does knowing God uses angels as agents of judgment reinforce His sovereignty over the earth? (See Matthew 13:41-42)
Practical Application: Do we approach the study of prophecy and the reality of God's judgment with true reverence? Take time to reflect on the holiness of God before rushing into the details of the coming events. When we see terrible events in the world, remember that nothing happens outside of God’s sovereign allowance and control. How do you “Trust that God's plan is being executed”, even when the means seem terrifying?
Notes:

Read Revelation 8:3-5.
Discussion: What does the fire being mixed with the prayers of the saints suggest about how God uses the prayers of His people to initiate and intensify His judgments on Earth? (see Psalm 14:1-2). 
Practical Application: Do you recognize how much power there is in prayer? How is it described in this verse? Does this help us pray boldly? Do you know that your prayers are eternally significant? Knowing this, will this energize your prayer life? 
Notes:

Read Revelation 8:6-7
Discussion: The seven angels prepare to sound the trumpets. This moment formally marks the transition from the seals (which were primarily the consequences of human evil) to the trumpets (which are direct, divine interventions of judgment). How does this preparation highlight the methodical, measured nature of God's wrath? (See Isaiah 28:21). Why does God begin His direct, punitive judgments by partially destroying the very environment that sustains human life?
Practical Application: Do you “rest in the assurance” that we, the Church, are delivered from the "wrath to come" (1 Thess. 1:10), a deliverance that becomes ever more precious as judgment unfolds. What should our position be when it comes to God’s creation? How does this differ from those that call themselves “environmentalists”? 
Notes:

Read Revelation 8:8-9
Discussion: This judgment targets the ocean and commerce. How does the partial nature of this judgment (a third is destroyed) demonstrate God's long-suffering even in His wrath?
Practical Application: In an age where global trade and resources seem limitless, this judgment reminds us of the fragility of it all. Where do you place your dependence? How does that look in your life?
Notes:

Read Revelation 8: 10-11
Discussion: " The waters become bitter, and "many men died from the water." This judgment targets fresh drinking water. Wormwood is the opposite of life-giving water. What spiritual truth is communicated when God uses bitter, deadly water to judge unbelieving humanity? Who is our living water?
Notes:


Read Revelation 8: 12-13
Discussion: In verse 12 this judgment targets the light sources. What significance is there in God diminishing the natural light after repeated spiritual warnings? As believers what are we called to do? (see Eph 5:8)
Notes:


Read Revelation 8:13. This final verse separates the first four general, physical judgments from the final three specific, direct, and increasingly severe judgments.
Discussion: The Three Woes: John sees an angel flying through the midst of heaven, crying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" Why is this audible warning necessary? How does the "woe, woe, woe" emphasize the severity of the remaining judgments (the 5th, 6th, and 7th trumpets)?
Practical Application: Discuss this - Hear the Warning: God always warns before He judges. Take every warning in Scripture—especially the prophetic ones—seriously. Be compelled by this imminent terror to reach out to the "inhabitants of the earth" (unbelievers) with the message of reconciliation
Notes:

