

LUKE 17
First Discussion Read Luke 17:1-4. A basic tenet of our faith is how we are expected to treat others. In these first 4 verses Luke is laying out that true followers of Jesus Christ do not cause people to sin.
Discuss what Jesus meant when He said “It is impossible that no offenses should come…” To whom is Jesus directing the second half of that verse and verse 2? Who would be the “little ones” Jesus is referring to? Not only are Christians not supposed to cause others to sin what else does it say Christians should do?
Discuss forgiveness. What are your thoughts on forgiveness? Do you only forgive if you feel like it? If they deserve it? If the answer is no (hint, it should be a no) then what does that say forgiveness is?  Do we literally count the number of times we find someone sinning and then stop engaging at 7 times? What does Jesus mean then? Does their lack of repentance let us “off the hook?
Should we forgive a person who does not repent or has a flippant attitude toward their apparent sin? Must there be reconciliation for forgiveness to occur? Who is involved in the act and attitude of forgiveness?
Notes:


Second discussion: Read verse 5 – 10.
Discuss: Right after the first 4 verses, specifically those about forgiveness we get verse 5. Why do you think the disciples made this request?  
There are two different aspects of a Christian life that Jesus is speaking on in these verses. Can you identify them? The second aspect may be a little difficult to identify. As you do identify this it will also necessitate a requirement of what? Let me ask this to see if it helps – is our answer to everything that we struggle with I must not enough faith? Or, is it that we are not (blank) enough? (read 2 John 1:6, John 15:14, John 14:15)
As a Christian are there not aspects of our walk that we are expected to do? In doing these things we are exercising what? (the answer to above) Do we deserve a participation trophy, or a pat on the back for everything we do? 
Going Deeper:
Discuss these:
1. What would you say to someone who excuses their disobedience by saying they must be lacking in faith?
2. Are we obedient out of duty or out of love?
a. Are these at odds with each other? Explain.
3. As we dig into this a little further, if someone says to obey God when you don’t feel like it is being a hypocrite, what would you say to this?
4. Read Philippians 2:12-13. We are commanded to walk in obedience. According to these verses how do we do this so as we are not doing this according to our flesh?  
Notes:


Third discussion: Read verse 11 - 19. 
Discuss: God performed a miracle with these 10 lepers. What did the lepers do that was right? Do you call out to God in your time of need? Is this your natural response? Meaning that you do this in every situation? If not, why not?
He blessed them. How did they respond? What do the actions of the nine represent? (hint: how was Jesus received by the religious leaders and most of the Jewish people?) They accepted His miracles, but they would not accept Him as?
What was the one leper doing?  What should our response be to God’s blessings?
Going Deeper:
1. Many professing Christians use God to meet their needs, but they don’t live to glorify Him. Discuss the difference.
2. What is the difference between intellectual faith and obedient faith? Why does one not save and the other does save?
Notes:



Fourth discussion: Read verse 22-37. While the pharisees initiated this discussion of the coming kingdom of God Jesus specifically addresses His disciples in these verses. Since this was directed to His disciples, there is also an application for us, as His disciples.
Discuss what Jesus meant by “the days of Noah” and the “the days of Lot?” (See Genesis 6:5, Genesis 18:20-21, Genesis 19). What were these days like? Do we see similar attributes of those days around us now?
What did he mean by “remember Lot’s wife? (See Genesis 19:17, Genesis19:26). What is the lesson for us in that account, especially in relation to verse 33? (Consider also 1John 2:15-17, Luke 9:23-24, James 4:4)
Notes:
