
“Mercy in Action” - Discussion Guide

This message focused on the spiritual gift of mercy, emphasizing how it is both rare and
highly needed in today's world. Pastor Todd, along with Scott and Patrice Smith, explored
how mercy involves extending compassion and empathy to those who are suffering,
regardless of whether they deserve it. The message highlights that mercy is not just a feeling
but requires action - turning empathy into tangible help with cheerful enthusiasm. Through
examples from Jesus's ministry and the Kairos prison ministry, the sermon demonstrates that
those with the gift of mercy don't reserve it only for the 'deserving' but extend it freely, just as
God extended mercy to us through Christ. The message concluded with a call for all
believers to be merciful people, whether they have the specific spiritual gift or not, because
we have all been recipients of God's incredible mercy.

Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and learn about the gift of
mercy, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help
us to be receptive to Your Spirit's leading and to see how You want us to grow in extending
mercy to others, just as You have shown us incredible mercy through Jesus Christ. May our
time together draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one act of unexpected kindness that someone showed you recently that really made
your day?

Key Verses
Romans 12:6-8
Matthew 20:29-34
Ephesians 2:4-5
Matthew 25:35-40

Questions
How would you define the difference between sympathy, empathy, and mercy based on what
we heard today?
Scott mentioned the Kairos motto 'Listen, Listen, Love, Love.' How might this principle
change the way we interact with people who are hurting?



Why do you think mercy is described as both 'rare and highly needed' in our current culture?
What does it mean to extend mercy 'with cheerfulness' as Paul instructs in Romans 12:8?
How does understanding that we've all received God's mercy change our perspective on extending
mercy to others?
What are some practical ways we can turn empathy into action in our daily lives?
Why might people with the gift of mercy be the first to say they don't think they have that gift?
How can we as a church better embody mercy toward those who society might consider 'least
deserving'?

Life Application
This week, identify someone in your life who needs mercy - perhaps someone who has hurt you,
disappointed you, or is going through a difficult time they may have brought on themselves. Take one
concrete action to extend mercy to them, whether through a kind word, practical help, or simply
listening without judgment. Remember the motto 'Listen, Listen, Love, Love' as you interact with them.

Key Takeaways
The spiritual gift of mercy is both rare and highly needed in our world today
People with the gift of mercy don't reserve it only for those deemed 'most deserving' - they extend it
regardless of circumstances
Mercy requires turning empathy into action with cheerful enthusiasm, not just having feelings of pity
All believers should extend mercy because we have all been recipients of God's incredible mercy
through Christ
True mercy involves 'Listen, Listen, Love, Love' - taking time to understand before taking action to help

Ending Prayer
Father God, thank You for the incredible mercy You have shown us through Jesus Christ. We were
dead in our sins, yet You made us alive and seated us with Christ in heavenly places. Help us to never
forget the magnitude of mercy we have received. Now, Lord, help us to be people who extend that
same mercy to others - to those who are hurting, to those who have wronged us, and to those who
society might overlook. Give us hearts of compassion, ears that listen well, and hands ready to serve.
May we be known as a people of mercy, just as You are rich in mercy toward us. In Jesus' precious
name we pray, Amen.
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