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Trust in the Lord with
all your heart, and do not
rely on your own insight.
- P R O V E R B S  3 : 5 - 6

In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight
your paths.



T r u s t  i n  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  a l l  y o u r  h e a r t ,  a n d  d o  n o t  r e l y  o n  y o u r  o w n
i n s i g h t .  I n  a l l  y o u r  w a y s  a c k n o w l e d g e  h i m ,  

a n d  h e  w i l l  m a ke  s t r a i g h t  y o u r  p a t h s .
- Pr o v e r b s  3 : 5 - 6

D e a r  B r o t h e r s  a n d  S i s te r s ,

    M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  H a p p y  N e w  Ye a r !
    T h i s  i s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  g i v e  t h a n k s  to  G o d  f o r  a l l  t h e
b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to
w h a t  G o d  w i l l  b e  d o i n g  i n  o u r  l i v e s  i n  t h e  y e a r  to  c o m e .
    G o d  h a s  b l e s s e d  u s  r i c h l y  w i t h  a  w o n d e r f u l  f a m i l y  i n  C h r i s t  a n d
w i t h  a l l  t h a t  w e  h a v e .  M o s t  o f  a l l  a s  w e  a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s
C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  t h e  g r e a te s t  g i f t  i n  J e s u s ,
a n d  t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  a n d  m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e
y e a r  to  c o m e ,  J e s u s  w i l l  b e  w i t h  u s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p l a c e  f o r  u s  to
b e g i n  t h i s  n e w  y e a r ,  e n f o l d e d  i n  t h e  g r a c i o u s  p r e s e n c e  a n d
p r o m i s e s  o f  G o d .
    I  d o n ’ t  k n o w  a l l  t h a t  t h e  n e w  y e a r  w i l l  h o l d  f o r  u s .  I  k n o w  t h a t
w e  w i l l  b e  w e l c o m i n g  a b o u t  4 5 0  p e o p l e  w h o  w i l l  c o m e  to  c a r e  f o r
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  w i l l  s e r v e  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  i n  n e e d  b e c a u s e  y o u
h a v e  h e a r d  G o d ’ s  c a l l  a n d  m a d e  t h i s  p o s s i b l e .  I  k n o w  t h a t  w e  w i l l
b e  l e a r n i n g  h o w  to  g r o w  i n  s h a r i n g  o u r  f a i t h  a n d  t h e  g o o d  n e w s  o f
J e s u s  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  a c t i v e l y  i n v i t i n g
o t h e r s  to  j o i n  u s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  a n d  m i s s i o n  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  to  u s .  I
k n o w  t h a t  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  g r o w  c l o s e r  to g e t h e r  a s  b r o t h e r s
a n d  s i s te r s  i n  C h r i s t  a n d  m a ke  t h e  g o s p e l  k n o w n  to  a l l  t h o s e
a r o u n d  u s  i n  w o r d  a n d  d e e d .  I  k n o w  t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  b l e s s e d  b y
G o d ’ s  g r a c i o u s  p r e s e n c e  a n d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  n e v e r  l e a v e  u s  n o r
f o r s a ke  u s .
    M a y  w e  t r u s t  i n  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  a l l  o u r  h e a r t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s
c o m i n g  y e a r  a n d  g i v e  t h a n k s  a n d  p r a i s e  to  o u r  m o s t  a w e s o m e  G o d .

G o d  b l e s s  y o u .

Yo u r s  i n  C h r i s t < > <
P a s to r  S e a n

P. S .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a n o t h e r  w o n d e r f u l  y e a r  j o u r n e y i n g  to g e t h e r  i n
f a i t h ;  t h a n k  y o u  to  Co l l e e n  f o r  b e i n g  a  s o l i d  r o c k  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f
s h i f t i n g  s a n d s ;  t h a n k  y o u  to  R e n a t a ,  B o b ,  L i e r i n ,  Ke l l e y ,  J o s h ,
G l e n n ,  M a r k ,  M e l i s s a ,  A m a n d a ,  K a t i e ,  E l i z a b e t h  a n d  A n d y  f o r  b e i n g
a n  a m a z i n g ,  f a i t h f u l ,  a n d  l o v i n g  m i n i s t r y  te a m .



BE A SPONSOR
BRING HOPE

Help us
serve

those in
need!

Help us
serve

those in
need!

provide building materials for a
neighbor in need
support the work crews, who
donate their time and expenses
in order to serve
BRING HOPE to our community,
the work crews, and all who
hear their stories

( 3 1 3 ) 8 8 4 - 5 0 4 0
f i r s t e n g l i s h @ f e e l c . o r g
w w w . f e e l c . o r g

F I R S T  E N G L I S H  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

When you sponsor a Workcamp
project, you will

Sponsor Levels

$250
$500
$1000
$2500

patch & paint 3 rooms
paint whole exterior
porch, steps, & railings
wheelchair ramp

Workcamp is July 13-17. Contact us
or scan the code to give today!



All profits go to Faith Circle.
Purchases can be made 
in the main office by cash 
or check.
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$12

Thursday Morning Bible
Study: 9am in the Lounge
continuing to study Isaiah,

starting up again on
January 8th.

2026
Calendars 
for Sale





M e r r y  G o i n g s - o n
I N  C H I L D R E N ' S  &  Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y

The 44th annual Carol-A-Long took place on December 7th. The event began with crafts then a pasta
dinner. The children shared the Good News of Jesus’ birth and the the Lord’s Company Ringers
performed “Christmas Chimings.” The evening concluded with cookies and a visit from Santa.

The middle and high schoolers had a Christmas Party on the 10th. They visited Sunrise on Vernier to
sing carols with residents, then returned to church for snacks and games.
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GROW 300

D o  y o u  k n o w  m y  K i n g ?  D a v i d  s a i d  t h e  H e a v e n s  d e c l a r e  t h e
g l o r y  o f  G o d ,  a n d  t h e  f i r m a m e n t  s h o ws  H i s  h a n d i w o r k .  M y

K i n g  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  o f  w h o m  t h e r e  a r e  n o  m e a n s  o f
m e a s u r e  t h a t  c a n  d e f i n e  H i s  l i m i t l e s s  l o v e .  N o  f a r  s e e i n g

t e l e s c o p e  c a n  b r i n g  i n t o  v i s i b i l i t y  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  o f  t h e
s h o r e  o f  H i s  s u p p l i e s .  N o  b a r r i e r s  c a n  h i n d e r  H i m  f r o m

p o u r i n g  o u t  H i s  b l e s s i n g .

H e ’s  e n d u r i n g l y  s t r o n g .  H e ’s  e n t i r e l y  s i n c e r e .  H e ’s  e t e r n a l l y
s t e a d f a s t .  H e ’s  i m m o r t a l l y  g r a c e f u l .  H e ’s  i m p e r i a l l y

p o w e r f u l .  H e ’s  i m p a r t i a l l y  m e r c i f u l .  T h a t ’s  m y  K i n g .  H e ’s
G o d ’s  S o n .  H e ’s  t h e  s i n n e r ’s  S a v i o u r.  H e ’s  t h e  c e n t e r p i e c e

o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  H e  s t a n d s  a l o n e  i n  H i m s e l f .  H e ’s  h o n e s t .
H e ’s  u n i q u e .  H e ’s  u n p a r a l l e l e d .  H e ’s  u n p r e c e d e n t e d .  H e ’s

s u p r e m e .  H e ’s  p r e - e m i n e n t .  H e ’s  t h e  g r a n d e s t  i d e a  i n
l i t e r a t u r e .  H e ’s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  p h i l o s o p h y.  H e ’s

t h e  s u p r e m e  p r o b l e m  i n  h i g h e r  c r i t i c i s m .  H e ’s  t h e
f u n d a m e n t a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  h i s t o r i c  t h e o l o g y.  H e ’s  t h e  c a r n a l

n e c e s s i t y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  r e l i g i o n .  T h a t ’s  m y  K i n g .
-S . M .  L o c k r i d g e
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D a v e  C o n g e r

R o s e m a r y  
Y a k e

J o h n  C a m p b e l l

J o h n a t h a n
H a n s o n

J u s t i n  H a r t h o r n
D e b r a  S t e n z e l

G l e n n
W h i t c r o f t

T y
T e l e g a d a s

K a t a r i n a
S t o j s i h

S t e v e n
W e r e l e y

T e r e s a
G a s s e n f e i t

V i r g  D i t t y

M a c k
K o h l e r

M a d e l i n e
K o h l e r

N e a l  G r a m K e l l i  E l w e r t S h a i n a  G r a m
B e t t y  B l o h m
G o r d o n  B u s h

K a t i l y n
L a M a g n o

B r a d l e y
R u s s e l l

K a t h l e e n
B u t l e r

W i l l i a m
H o s b e i n

M a t t h e w
C l o r

J a m i e
D a l i a n

D e n i s e
H o m u t h

A n t h o n y
S t u r t o n

E l e a n o r
V e r m a n

L y n n
A u g u s t y n

J a c o b
C a m p b e l l

K e v i n  R e c k

A b i g a i l
W i l s o n

J i m m y  G u e s t

S h a r o n
H a s s i g

C a r y s  R e e s -
B a k e r

J o h n  K o h l e r

T h o m a s
M i l n e

S u z a n n e
T h o m a s

J e f f r e y
H a s s i g

M a t t h e w
J a c k s o n

L a t u  R o o r d a

K a t y
W e r e l e y

P e t e  K o e n i g

J o s h u a
W i i t a n e n

B r o o k l y n n
M a r c h e t t i

M a r y  T i t o

C h e r y l  C o n n B r a d  H o m u t h
P e g g y  K a d r i c h

S p e n c e r
L o h r s t o r f e r

J e n n y
M c D o n a l d



A t t e n d e d  b y :  S u e  U l m e r ,  C l a i r e  Ve r m a n ,  J o h n  N y q u i s t ,  D a n  R u s t m a n n ,
Ke n  Ko h l e r ,  C i n d y  J e v o n s ,  A m y  M c I n t y r e ,  D i a n n  O h m a n ,  P a t r i c k
Q u i n l a n ,  Ky l e  C l o r ,  Wa y n e t te  H o s t e t l e r ,  P a s to r  S e a n  M o t l e y  

Pr e s i d e n t  J o h n  N y q u i s t  c a l l e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 2 : 3 0  P M .

Pr e s i d e n t  J o h n  N y q u i s t  l e d  a n  o p e n i n g  p r a y e r .  

S E C R E TA RY  R E P O RT  -  A m y  M c I n t y r e  m o v e d  to  a p p r o v e  t h e  O c t o b e r
2 0 2 5  c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  m i n u te s ,  2 n d  b y  D i a n n  O h m a n  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n
c a r r i e d .  T R E A S U R E R  R E P O RT  -  C i n d y  J e v o n s  s h a r e d  t h e  S e p t e m b e r
f i n a n c i a l  s t a te m e n t s .  C i n d y  J e v o n s  m o v e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  S e p t e m b e r
f i n a n c i a l  s t a te m e n t s ,  2 n d  b y  Ke n  Ko h l e r  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  
F I N A N C I A L  S E C R E TA RY  R E P O RT  -  N o  r e p o r t .  
ST EWA R D S H I P  &  F I N A N C E  -  D a n  R u s t m a n n  s h a r e d  t h e  2 0 2 6  F i r s t
E n g l i s h  B u d g e t  p r o p o s a l  a n d  m o v e d  t o  a c c e p t  i t .  A f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n
w i t h  t h e  Co u n c i l ,  D a n  R u s t m a n n  m a d e  a  m o d i f i e d  m o t i o n  w h i c h
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  n e t  a s s e t s  r e l e a s e d  a n d  n e t  a s s e t s  d i s b u r s e d  f r o m
$ 2 2 0 0  t o  $ 470 0 ,  2 n d  b y  D i a n n  O h m a n  a n d  t h e  m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  D a n
f u r t h e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  t h e  B o a r d  i s  l o o k i n g  i n t o  h a v i n g  a  f i n a n c i a l
p l a n n e r  p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n  to  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
a d v a n t a g e s  o f  p l a n n e d  g i v i n g .  C H U R C H  PR O PE RT I E S  -  P a s t o r  S e a n
M o t l e y  r e p o r te d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  n e w  m a i n t e n a n c e  p e r s o n ,  A n d y
M c A l p i n e .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a n  o u t d o o r  c l e a n  u p  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 2 .  A  n e w
s n o w  r e m o v a l  c o n t r a c t  h a s  b e e n  s i g n e d  w i t h  R u s s e l l  L a n d s c a p i n g .  
EVA N G E L I S M  -  P a t r i c k  Q u i n l a n  s h a r e d  a n  u p d a te  f r o m  t h e  N o v e m b e r
6  m e e t i n g  f o r  o u r  G r o w  3 0 0  e f f o r t s .  S u e  U l m e r  s h a r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l
b e  a  Wo m e n ’ s  A d v e n t  s e r v i c e  o n  M o n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  1 5  a t  7  p m .  S u e
f u r t h e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n  o n g o i n g  e f f o r t  t o  a s k  m o r e  p e o p l e  to
s e r v e  a s  g r e e te r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p u t  r e m i n d e r s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  b u l l e t i n  o r  a
s i g n  u p  g e n i u s  r e m i n d e r .  A  t r a i n i n g  v i d e o  f o r  g r e e t e r s  i s  a l s o
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d .  A l i c e  R u s t m a n n  i s  w o r k i n g  o n
p u t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  n e w  v i s i to r  b a g s .  S te f a n i e  N o r l i n  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  e d i t s
t o  f l y e r s  f o r  G r o w  3 0 0  e f f o r t s .  
S O C I A L  AC T I O N  -  D i a n n  O h m a n  e x p r e s s e d  a  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  m e m b e r s
w h o  d o n a t e d  f o o d  to  t h e  T h a n k s g i v i n g  f o o d  d r i v e ,  w i t h  f o o d  b i n s
b e i n g  p a c ke d  o n  S a t .  N o v e m b e r  2 2 .  G i v i n g  T r e e  t a g s  f o r  f a m i l i e s  f r o m
L i f e B u i l d e r s  a n d  D e t r o i t  U r b a n  Yo u t h  w i l l  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  o n
T h a n k s g i v i n g  E v e ,  N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  w i t h  g i f t s  d u e  D e c e m b e r  1 4 .
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D i a n n  f u r t h e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  l i s t  f o r  m e m b e r s  t o  m a t c h
t a g s  t h a t  a r e  t a ke n  w i t h  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  t h e  t a g ( s ) ,
o r  s o m e  o t h e r  s y s te m ,  s u c h  a s  a  2  p a r t  t a g  t h a t  c a n  b e  s e p a r a te d  a n d
o n e  p a r t  ke p t  b y  t h e  B o a r d ,  t o  m a ke  i t  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  B o a r d  to  f o l l o w  u p
a n d  ke e p  t r a c k  o f  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  f a m i l i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  8 6  c h i l d r e n  t h i s  y e a r
f o r  w h i c h  t o  p r o v i d e  g i f t s  o n  t h e  G i v i n g  T r e e !
F E L LOWS H I P  -  Co l l e e n  M o t l e y  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e
m e e t i n g  w h i c h  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  S u e  U l m e r .  T h e r e  i s  a  C h r i s t m a s
c r a f t e r n o o n  e v e n t  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 3  a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  s e r v i c e ,
T h a n k s g i v i n g  E v e  p i e  s o c i a l ,  C a r o l - A - L o n g  a n d  a  s e n i o r  L u t h e r  l e a g u e
C h r i s t m a s  p a r t y  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 8  p l a n n e d  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r .  A n
e m a i l  w i l l  b e  s e n t  o u t  to  t h e  B o a r d s  t o  s i g n  u p  f o r  c o f f e e  h o u r  h o s t i n g
f r o m  J a n u a r y  to  J u n e .  
PA R I S H  E D  &  YO UT H  M I N I ST RY  -  C l a i r e  Ve r m e u l e n  s h a r e d  t h e r e  a r e  9
y o u t h  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  w o r kc a m p .  R e h e a r s a l s  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  p a g e a n t
t h a t  w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  a t  C a r o l - A - L o n g  h a v e  b e g u n .  
WO R S H I P  &  M U S I C  -  P a t t y  F o s te r  e m a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e r e
b e  a  v o t e  o n  a  m o t i o n  to  a p p r o v e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  $ 1 5 0 0  t o  p a y  m u s i c i a n s
f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  a t  M u s i c  S u n d a y  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,  2 n d  b y  S u e  U l m e r  a n d  t h e
m o t i o n  c a r r i e d .  
E N D OWM E N T  -  N o  r e p o r t .  
WO M E N  O F  T H E  C H U R C H  -  Wa y n e t te  H o s te t l e r  r e p o r te d  t h a t  G r a c e
C i r c l e  a n d  P e a c e  C i r c l e  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d i n g  a  m e a l  to  M C R E S T  i n  J a n u a r y .
PA STO R ’ S  R E P O RT  -  P a s t o r  S e a n  M o t l e y  r e v i e w e d  o p e n  d i r e c t o r ,
a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c to r  p o s i t i o n s  f o r  B o a r d s  a n d  e xe c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e
p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b a l l o t  w i t h  t h e  Co u n c i l .  P a s t o r  S e a n  f u r t h e r  r e p o r te d
h e  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  n e w  t y p e s  o f  B i b l e  s t u d y  i d e a s  f o r  J a n u a r y .  Wo r kc a m p
c u r r e n t l y  h a s  4 4 4  p e o p l e  s i g n e d  u p  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e  D e t r o i t  a r e a  n e x t
s u m m e r .  A  d o n o r  h a s  m a d e  i t  p o s s i b l e  to  o b t a i n  t h e  s c r e e n s  f o r  t h e
s a n c t u a r y  a n d  t h e i r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d ,  p o s s i b l y  b y  m i d -
D e c e m b e r .  Wo r k  to  f i n i s h  t h e  g y m  k i tc h e n  f l o o r  a n d  w a l l s  i s  s c h e d u l e d
t o  s t a r t  N o v e m b e r  24 .  
O l d  b u s i n e s s  -  N o n e  p r e s e n te d .  
N ew  b u s i n e s s  -  N o n e  p r e s e n te d  

D a n  R u s t m a n n  m o v e d  to  a d j o u r n  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  2 n d  b y  Ke n  Ko h l e r ,  a n d
t h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  1 : 5 3  P M .  

M e e t i n g  e n d e d  w i t h  a l l  s a y i n g  t h e  L o r d ’ s  Pr a y e r .  

M a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s - N e x t  c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  D e c e m b e r  2 1
a t  1 2 : 1 5  P M .  

Council Meeting Minutes continued



PROVERBS 3:5-6
Tr u s t  i n  t h e  L o r d  w i t h  a l l  y o u r
h e a r t ,  a n d  d o  n o t  r e l y  o n  y o u r
o w n  i n s i g h t .  I n  a l l  y o u r  w a y s
a c k n o w l e d g e  h i m ,  a n d  h e  w i l l

m a k e  s t r a i g h t  y o u r  p a t h s .


