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Key Texts 
Judges 2:10–23; Judges 3:1–4; Deuteronomy 6:1–9; Hebrews 12:5–11 
 
Summary 
God keeps His covenant and lovingly disciplines His people. Israel’s failure to pass on faith, 
remember God’s character, and embrace His discipline led to cycles of compromise—
warning us to train the next generation and trust God’s refining love.  We can learn much 
from examining Israel’s failures in the book of Judges. 
 
1. Failure to Prepare the Next Generation 

• After Joshua died, “another generation arose who did not know the Lord” (Judg. 2:10). 
• Deuteronomy 6 commands parents to teach God’s ways daily in ordinary moments, 

forming hearts that delight in what is good, not merely enforcing rules. 
• True gospel-centered discipleship starts in the home and shapes identity before 

outward public witness. 
2. Failure to Remember God’s Nature 

• God left some nations in Canaan to test and train Israel (Judg. 3:1–4), using concrete 
experiences to reveal His character. 

• Like A.R. Luria’s research showing that experiential knowledge precedes abstract 
reasoning, God knew that Israel needed lived encounters to truly “know” Yahweh. 

• When stories of God’s works were not passed down, spiritual amnesia led to idolatry 
and apostasy. 

3. Failure to Recognize and Receive Discipline 
• Those remaining enemies became instruments of loving discipline, fulfilling God’s 

warnings. 
• Hebrews 12 teaches that trials—though painful—produce holiness and maturity for 

those who submit to God’s training. 
• Believers today are called to see hardships as God’s providential opportunities for 

growth, further formation and deepened faith. 
4. The Covenant Question Answered at the Cross 

• Judges raises a question about whether God’s covenant is conditional or 
unconditional.  But we do not receive an answer to that question until we reach the 
Cross and we see that: 
Jesus fulfills the law perfectly so God can love His people unconditionally. 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. Passing on the Faith – What everyday habits in your home or church can help the next 

generation meet and follow Jesus and love God with all of their heart, soul, and might? 
 

2. Knowing God – How can we keep the stories of God’s faithfulness alive so that 
experiential knowledge of Him is not lost? 
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3. Discipline & Trials – In what ways have you experienced God’s discipline as an expression 
of His love? 

 
4. Holiness Today – God called Israel to remove influences that led to compromise. What 

modern “Canaanites” might need to be confronted in our lives? 
 
5. Covenant Confidence – How does Christ’s perfect obedience give you assurance when 

you fail? 

 


