PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Most merciful god, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the

Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN #669: “Rise Up, O Saints of God!”

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Cc And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0
)7 A
5
Ko
)
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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men.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -




HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for
all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and his
father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him
and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.”

(See back page for Reading)
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by
emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

(See back page for Reading)
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Nearer, Still Nearer” (Dan Forrest)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8
Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling
God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant
the plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond to those who call.

(See back page for Reading)
P The gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY #629: “Abide with Me”

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SHARING OF THE PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERTORY HYMN #800: “Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use
us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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thanks and praise.

It is right to give our
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise........ we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
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After all have communed:
P Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace.

PosT-COMMUNION PRAYER

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with
Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN #856: “How Great Thou Art”

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Cc Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE




