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 December 2025
“Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think.”  – Ephesians 3:20
Dear Fowlerville UB Family,									
The month of December signifies that it is both a time of reflection as we approach the end of the year and an opportunity to anticipate what God will do “into the future”. Our Annual Special Offering is an incredible invitation to be generous and give God our first and best Christmas gift! Each year through this offering, we can invest in projects and ministry initiatives that are over and above our general operating budget.  
After extensive prayer and considerable thought, we have prayerfully set our goal at $70,000 for this year’s “INTO THE FUTURE” offering.
Allow me to share with you some of the amazing ways we have watched God work in our church over this past year:
· 422 new attenders to ministries 
· 34 baptisms 
· 195 kids + students attended camps and other activities
· $6,276.00 in scholarships given out for camps
· 75 backpacks given out during the backpack drive
· 64 Preschool families enrolled in New Creations preschool
While we celebrate these numbers, we also recognize that these numbers are attached to names and each name has the potential for a story of transformative life change!  Thank You for how you have chosen to be a part of the story here at Fowlerville UB.
In our 170 plus years as a local congregation, we have grown from a handful of committed people to a thriving community that continues to have a deep heartbeat for our community and beyond. We have continued to see God move.  We believe in our mission, “To help people make disciples and influence our community for Christ.” 
We believe that God’s call on our church is for us to continue to find ways to impact our community and beyond.  We believe that this Annual Special Offering gives us that opportunity to continue to make this a reality as we deepen our efforts and reach those who are spiritually unresolved in practical and tangible ways.
The INTO THE FUTURE Special Offering is a call to sacrificial giving. Together, we can accomplish the goal of $70,000 and fully fund the vitally important ministry initiatives and missions endeavors through this offering. The purposes of this offering are:
· [bookmark: _Hlk499039860][bookmark: _Hlk499039474][bookmark: _Hlk530379321]INTO THE FUTURE as we serve the most vulnerable in our community. We are a church that serves the “least of these.” Through this Special Offering, we have a unique opportunity to share our resources and serve as a visible expression of Christ’s love through community serving opportunities.  Examples include Serve & Grow, meal trains, Christmas in the ‘Ville, ramp/porch/step repairs and more.  The church building is open 5-6 days every week to ministries, which serve our community, (like Celebrate Recovery) as well as public use.  The property grounds are open to the public for soccer and disc golf recreational activity. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk25584272][bookmark: _Hlk499040011]INTO THE FUTURE as we continue to partner with Local Organizations like The Torch to best serve our local community.  This past year we continued our partnership with The Torch. We were able to provide financial funding and volunteers to deliver food to 27 families in Alan’s Park each week.  We served over 650 hotdogs during the town 4th of July celebration at our building.  

· INTO THE FUTURE as we support Global Missions. We are a church that supports missions locally and globally.  Missions include UB Global (Thailand), Equal Coffee Exchange, Operation Christmas Child, RBC (Our Daily Bread), Helping Fund, Love INC, Habitat for Humanity, Trunk or Treat, Impact Center and more…

· [bookmark: _Hlk499040227]INTO THE FUTURE as we intentionally reach our community and beyond through CREATIVE DIGITAL MEANS. 

· INTO THE FUTURE as we focus our Annual Budget primarily on both ministry and bricks and mortar.  Each year we do prayerfully include a bricks and mortar portion to our Special Offering.  We have identified significant aging of the roof on our building leading to the need for repairs. 

It is my hope that you will carefully read over this letter to learn more about this exciting opportunity for us as a church to give sacrificially and expand our influence in our community and beyond.  Will you join me in praying now about what God would have you give? (Please note: This is over and above your regular giving.) I encourage you to allow God to stretch your faith! We will begin receiving gifts now through January 31, 2026. Join us as we step forward boldly INTO THE FUTURE, as we seek to find our place in God’s unfolding story…
Grace and Peace be with you,
Pastor Jim Damman
Lead Pastor

Why the INTO THE FUTURE Annual Special Offering?
As part of God’s plan to grow the faith of the people in His church, He occasionally calls us to sacrificial giving. This Special Offering is an opportunity for us to grow in our faith and to prepare us for what God wants to do through our church in 2026. We are not behind on our budget, but rather this offering will position us to make a greater impact in our community and in our church in 2026.
What’s the Difference Between the Offering and this Annual Special Offering?
The regular Fowlerville UB offering is the proportional amount (the full tithe of 10%) that we set apart on a systematic basis and give throughout the year. From time to time, there are opportunities to give in a sacrificial way. This Special Offering is one of those sacrificial occasions that stretch us to grow in our faith. This simply means that what you give to the special offering should be over and above what you regularly give.  
How Much Should I Give?
Since the goal is $70,000, this Special Offering will need to involve everyone. Please prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift that will stretch your faith. The precise amount you give is between you and God. There are many in our church who can give a $1,000, $3,000, $5,000 or even a $10,000 gift. Others will be able to give between $50 and $500. The issue is not equal giving, but equal sacrifice. What amount can you give that will stretch your faith?
Why is the Goal So Large?
We believe that we are to dream big dreams for God. The ministries supported by this offering are BIG! Big dreams require big faith and big funding. The accomplishment of these big dreams will be determined by your gifts to this Special Offering.
When Should I Give?
The best time to give will be the first Sunday after you receive this letter. Please pray about making your best gift on that day. However, you can continue to give until January 31, 2026. Remember, consistent gifts over time add up – a person giving $50 per week over a ten-week period will give $500 to this Special Offering.
How Can I Give?
 There are 5 easy ways to give:
· In person during service
· Online at fowlervilleub.org/give
· Fowlerville UB app
· Mail in check to 9300 W. Grand River
· Text GIVE2UB to 888-364-4483


Are My Gifts Tax-Deductible?
All gifts to Fowlerville UB Church, whether via the regular offering or this Special Offering, are completely tax-deductible. Your gift will be deductible in the tax year given (i.e., gifts given in 2025 will be deductible on your 2025 taxes). Please be sure to include your name and address when you give so that a receipt can be sent to you for your tax preparations. You are not required to utilize a tax-deduction for your gift, but it is available for all gifts.
How Did We Arrive at a $70,000 Goal?
The $70,000 goal was prayerfully set. Approximately three times our regular weekly giving, it is a God-sized goal that can only be accomplished through 100% participation and sacrificial giving by our Fowlerville UB attenders and members. 
Since we are expecting God to bless this Special Offering, it has been determined that any amount over and above our goal will be divided equally between Ministry Advancement and getting a good start on the 2026 church-year budget. 
How Will I Know if We Reach Our Goal?
Please pray for God’s guidance as we all give sacrificially. You will be updated on our giving progress during the weekend services. We will also provide other updates along the way. Reaching this goal will be a celebration of what we can do together as we stretch our faith under God’s leadership.


Have additional questions? Please contact Pastor Jim Damman at jim@fowlervilleub.org, or you can contact Operations Director, Kristin Fear at kristin@fowlervilleub.org or call 517.223.9490.

 

“Fowlerville UB exists to make disciples and influence our community for Christ.”
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