A PLAN FOR MAKING DISCIPLES AT 
GLENWOOD METHODIST CHURCH

The mission of Glenwood Methodist Church is to make disciple-making disciples of Jesus Christ.  In other words, it is not enough for us to be followers of Jesus, but we must also be prepared to make new followers of Jesus wherever we go.   
Our discipleship plan is designed to help people move from having little or no faith understanding to becoming fully committed disciples of Jesus Christ who live out their faith in all areas of their lives.  It is meant to be a guideline to assist people move along the path of becoming more like Jesus.  
This is about more than being a better church member – it is about equipping, resourcing and developing the skills in each person to make the life-long journey of a Christ-follower.    It is our expectation that those already in our church family will take advantage of the path outlined below to help them grow in their faith.  Those who would be selected for positions of church leadership will be drawn from those in the church who are actively seeking to grow in their faith by using the resources along the path.
Are you ready for the journey that God has in store for you? It is going to be life-transforming!

Glenwood Methodist Church
2931 Myrtle Street, Erie PA 16508
www.glenwoodmethodist.church


Step 1: Exploring Christ 
We live in a pluralistic and relativistic world where all truth claims are considered equal.  The focus of this step is on identifying who Jesus is and what His truth claims mean for our lives.
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:
1. A Disciple’s Path – James Harnish 
(6 weeks)
2. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth – Gordon Fee (12 weeks)
3. Beginnings – apologetics/basics of the Christian faith – 12 weeks
If you want to learn more:
Mere Christianity – C.S. Lewis
40 Days of Purpose – Rick Warren
The Story – Randy Frazee
Know What and Why You Believe – Paul Little
Reason to Believe – R.C. Sproul
Choosing Your Faith – Mark Mittleberg
	 
Other places to grow:
· Commit to be in worship one more week per month than you are now
· Commit to spend 5 minutes a day in prayer
· Commit to reading the Bible according to a provided plan
· Commit to participate in one church ministry 


Step 2: Following Christ
You’ve responded to the work of the Holy Spirit in your life and committed yourself to being a follower of Jesus.  The focus here is on taking the next steps of beginning to understand how to live your new faith and apply it in all areas of your life, including being more connected to the Church (which Jesus provided for us).
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:
1. Invitation - Introduction/Overview of the Bible – (10 weeks)
2. The Life You’ve Always Wanted – John Ortberg (basic spiritual disciplines – 6 weeks)
3. Network – spiritual gifts assessment (6 weeks)
Suggested reading:
40 Days of Community – Rick Warren
40 Days of Love – Rick Warren
Life Together – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
What’s So Amazing about Grace – Philip Yancey

Other areas of commitment:
· Commit to write out and learn to share your testimony	
· Commit to meet with the pastor to discuss areas of service that fit your spiritual gifts
· Commit to memorize 1 Bible verse a month
· Commit to begin giving financially to the church

Step 3:  Becoming like Christ
Central to the life of discipleship is spiritual growth.  This is where many Christians struggle.  There is more to being a Christian than just praying a prayer.  As couples find that the real work of their relationship is not the wedding but the marriage, so all Christians need to know that once we have accepted Jesus into our hearts and lives, this is when the real work begins.  This level is about deepening our faith by deepening our biblical knowledge and practicing our faith daily. 
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:
1. Disciple – in-depth Bible study (24-34 weeks in 4 different formats)	
Suggested reading:
The Cost of Discipleship – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
A Celebration of Discipline – Richard Foster
The Hiding Place – Corrie Ten Boom
The Screwtape Letters – C.S. Lewis

Other areas of commitment:
· Commit to practice one spiritual discipline per month
· Commit to memorizing 2 Bible verses per month
· Commit to daily Bible reading and prayer
· Commit to become part of a small group
· Commit to growing towards a tithe (10%) in your giving to the church
· Commit to participate in a short-term mission trip/project
Step 4: Inviting others to Christ
It is core understanding in biology that healthy things will grow.  As we grow in our faith, others should be drawn to become followers of Jesus as well.  At this level, we should know what we believe and should be able to both defend our faith against opposition as well as share our faith (evangelism) so that others want to become Christians as well.  In other words, the disciple is now equipped to make new disciples.
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:
Christian Believer – study on Christian doctrine (30 weeks)
Becoming a Contagious Christian – evangelism (6 weeks)
Suggested reading:
Just Walk Across the Room – Bill Hybels
Tactics – Gregory Koukl
They Like Jesus but not the Church – Dan Kimball
Why Men Hate Going to Church – David Murrow

Other areas of commitment:
· Commit to evaluate the stewardship of your time and finances
· Commit to grow in an area of life that needs to be strengthened
· Commit to lead a current ministry or begin a new one
· Commit to a poverty-related ministry
· Commit to attend an “off-campus” spiritual training event 



















