David & Jonathan
1 Samvuel 18-20 & 2 Samuel 9

Story:

% Introduction & Story:
After David killed Goliath with his sling, he stayed at the palace with King Saul.
David played his lyre (a musical instrument like a small harp) for King Saul. David’s
music helped soothe King Saul when he was feeling agitated or stressed.

King Saul had four sons. His oldest son’s name was Jonathan. It would have
been natural at that time for Jonathan to become king when Saul died. But
Jonathan knew that God had chosen David to follow King Saul to become the next
king of Israel. He respected that.

Jonathan became David’s best friend. Jonathan loved David very much. In
fact, the Bible says that Jonathan loved David as much as he loved himself (and
that is why our verse is about loving others). Jonathan gave David his robe, his
military tunic, his sword, his bow, and his belt.

David marched out with the army and was successful in everything that King
Saul sent him to do. He was brave, smart, a good leader, and pious (which means he
loved God very much).

King Saul became jealous of David because of his successes and because
everyone loved him so much. Many times, King Saul plotted to harm David, but
Jonathan always helped to keep David safe.

David and Jonathan made an agreement to always care about each other
and about each other’s families.

Much later, when David had become king and Jonathan had been killed in
battle, David did just that. David welcomed Jonathan’s son into the palace.
Jonathan’s son’s name was Mephibosheth. He was crippled and had a hard time
walking. David was kind to him, and he lived at the palace with David.

% Connection to God’s Overall Story/Plan: David is a King in the line of Judah.
This means that Jacob/lIsrael’s son Judah is related to David. This is
important because it was told that Jesus would be the Lion of Judah - He
would be a king through the tribe of Judah. If King Saul had made Jonathan
king, then the prediction wouldn’t be true. But God’s plans happen. Not our




plans. God used Jonathan to protect David from Saul. David becomes King
and related to Jesus, but Jonathan was also obedient and his family was
taken care of too. We all have a part of God’s plan.

Follow Up:

% Retell: Have kids share what they recall from the story. Fill in any major holes
they missed.
% Examine:

o Comprehension Questions:

m Do you think it was hard for Jonathan to know that David would be
king instead of himself?

m Do you have a best friend?
Do you think you could love someone else as much as you love
yourself?

o Ask, “What do we learn about God from this story? What does He do?”

m God’s plans happen - even if we don't like them. And His plan is
all connected to Jesus and the plan for salvation.

o Ask, “What do we learn about humans from this story? What are
humans doing?”

m  We can be obedient in small things - like kindness and in big
things - like being a king.
% Application: Ask, “What is Jesus asking us to do through this story? Why did
God include this in the Bible?”

o Jesus is asking us to be obedient - in big and small ways. He is
showing us how obedience is rewarded. David becomes king and
Jonathan’s family is protected. Even when someone is out to harm us.

% Prauyer

Memory Verse Practice:

% Verse: Romans 12:10 - Love one another deeply as brothers and sisters.
QOutdo one another in showing honor.

Sticky Activities:




% Coloring page
% Friendship bracelets can be repeated for this lesson. Using pipe cleaners and beads.

% A simple friendship color page. Give a child a blank paper. Have them color a picture on
it. Then write down what they tell you to write. “To *friends name®, | love having you as
my friend because...” (Master copy in the following pages)

% David’s harp (see following pages for larger set of directions/template)

Davids Harp
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To:

From:

| love having you as my friend because
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David and Jonathan were friends.
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Davids Harp

August 24, 2013
Davids Harp

Posted on Updated on December 23, 2013

David was a master musician, a poet, a writer of psalms, a worshiper and a
man after God’s own heart. This cute craft will serve as a great reminder of
the life of David. A lowly shepherd boy chosen by God to be the king of
Israel.

Instructions

1. Print the template onto cardstock. If you use regular paper glue the
template onto a piece of construction paper for strength. (Template)

2. Cut out the template from the cardstock or construction paper.

3. Color in the template.

4. Using masking tape, tape five or six pieces of thin yarn onto the
template.

5. Finally add glue and join both sides of the template together forming the

harp.

https://craftingthewordofgod.com/2013/08/24/davids-harp/ Page 1 of 2












