
 

Moses - Baby in a Basket 
Exodus 1:1 – 2:10 

 

Story:  

 
★ Introduction & Story:  

We are now leaving the first book of the Bible – Genesis. In Genesis, we learned how 
God created the world, Adam and Eve sinned, how more sin came, and how God 
began saving people. He saved Noah from a flood. He called Abraham and 
promised him a large family that God would use to show His love. Abraham’s 
grandson had 12 sons that became the leaders of the nation of Israel (God’s chosen 
people). One special son was Joseph – even though his brothers tried to ruin him, 
God used him to save the Israelites from death. Now we head into Exodus! 
 
400 years after Joseph’s family went to Egypt to live because there was little food in 
Canaan, the Israelites still lived there. Many generations had passed and there were 
thousands of Israelites now. The Israelites were also called Hebrews. 
 
The Pharaoh (kind of like the king) who had invited Joseph and his family to stay in 
Egypt had been gone for a long time. Through the years, new Pharaohs came into 
power and made the Israelites into slaves. They had to work very hard making 
bricks that the Egyptians used to build things. They were treated badly and longed 
to go back to the land of Canaan. 
 
One Pharaoh noticed how many Israelites there were and began to worry that the 
Israelites would take over. He decided that a way to control the number of Israelites 
was to only let the girl babies live. He told the midwives (women who help with the 
birth of babies) to only let the girls live, but to kill the boy babies. His plan did not 
actually work though because many times the midwives were not needed to help 
with the birth of the Israelite women’s babies. Also, the midwives feared God and did 
not obey the king’s command because they knew it was wrong. 
 
So, the king said that all boy babies should be thrown into the Nile River. The Israelite  
parents knew that if they had a boy baby, someone would find out and the child 
would be thrown into the river. 
 



 

There was a woman named Jochebed. She was a Hebrew, and she had a baby boy. 
She hid the baby for 3 months. When she thought that she could not hide him any 
longer, she wove a basket out of bulrushes. (A bulrush is a tall plant that grows 
along the water’s edge.) She covered the basket with something called “pitch” which 
is a substance like tar. When the pitch dried, it made the basket waterproof. 
 
She placed the baby in the basket and put the basket in the Nile River. Then, the 
baby’s sister watched as the basket floated down the river. 
 
The palace was further down the river. Pharoah’s daughter came out of the palace 
to the river to bathe and saw the basket. She opened the basket and saw the baby, 
who was crying. She felt sorry for him. She knew that this was one of the Hebrew 
babies. Just then the baby’s sister came to the princess and asked if she should find 
a Hebrew mother who could nurse the baby for her. The princess said that she 
would pay a woman to nurse the baby and when he was older, he would come back 
to the palace and be her son. The baby’s sister took the baby to her mother. 
 
When the baby was older, he went back to the palace. Pharoah’s daughter named 
him “Moses” and raised him as her son. 
 
★ Connection to God’s Overall Story/Plan:  Moses is another example of how 

God will save and protect people. Moses should not have lived (by the 
Pharaoh’s rules), but God protected him from death. God planned to use 
Moses to help free the people. We don’t always know what God has for us, but 
He has a plan and He will do miraculous things to use us and to show us that 
He loves us and wants us to know Him. 

 

Follow Up:  

 
● Retell: Have kids share what they recall from the story. Fill in any major holes 

they missed. 
● Examine: 

○ Comprehension Questions: 
■ How do you think that Moses’ mother felt when she had to place 

the basket with her baby inside into the Nile River? 



 

■ How do you think that Moses’ mother felt when she found out 
that she could nurse her baby until he was older and then he 
would live at the palace? 

■ Do you think that it was important in God’s plan to have Moses 
grow up in the palace? 

○ Ask, “What do we learn about God from this story? What does He do?” 
○ Ask, “What do we learn about humans from this story? What are 

humans doing?” 
● Application:   

○ Ask, “What is Jesus asking us to do through this story? Why did God 
include this in the Bible?” 

○ Ask, “How is God / Jesus the hero in this story? What did God do that 
only God can do?” 

● Prayer 
 

Memory Verse Practice: 

 
● Verse:  When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, 

and he became her son. She named him Moses, “Because,” she said, “I drew 
him out of the water.” Exodus 2:10  

 

Sticky Activities:  

 
● -Mini experiment on which objects float  

○ -Sink Or Float! Fill a tub with water. First demonstrate how a basket floats. Then 
have the kids pick random objects around the room and play the game! 

● -coloring sheet 
● -use a basket and baby doll and anything else you may think of to act out the story as it’s 

told. Try repeating the story again but this time let the kids help you act it out using the 
props 

● Popsicle stick floating Moses 







 

● 
no instructions 

●  
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Memory Verse:
Exodus 2:10

When the child grew older, she
brought him to Pharaoh’s

daughter, and he became her
son. She named him Moses,

“Because,” she said, “I drew him
out of the water.” 

Book Chapter:Verses




















