
Hebrews 11:17-19 - Abraham and Isaac

📖  Leader Guide: Hebrews 11:17–19 — Abraham and Isaac

Main Text:

Old Testament Reference: Genesis 22:1–19

Leader Background Notes

Discussion Questions with Notes & Potential Answers

1. What does it mean that Abraham “was tested” by God (v. 17; Gen.

22:1)?Notes: God tests to refine and reveal faith, not to tempt into sin (James

1:13).Potential Answer: It was an opportunity for Abraham to demonstrate

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had

received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it

was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that

God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively

speaking, he did receive him back. (Heb. 11:17–19, ESV)

The Test of Faith: Abraham s̓ obedience in offering Isaac was not about

God wanting human sacrifice (which He detests—Lev. 18:21), but about

revealing Abraham s̓ trust in God s̓ promise despite impossible

circumstances.

•

Foreshadow of Christ: Isaac is a “type” of Christ — the beloved son,

carrying the wood for his own sacrifice, offered up on Mount Moriah (the

same region as Calvary). God Himself provided the substitute (Gen.

22:13–14), just as He provided Jesus for us.

•

Resurrection Faith: Abraham believed God could raise Isaac, showing

that resurrection hope was part of Old Testament faith. This points

directly to the gospel.

•



trust in God s̓ promises even when obedience didnʼt make sense. Testing

exposes whether we value God Himself above His gifts.

2. How does the phrase “your only son” (v. 18) deepen the emotional

weight of this story?Notes: Parallels to John 3:16 — the Father gives His

“one and only Son.” The language emphasizes the costliness of the

offering.Potential Answer: It points us to the gospel, where God gave His truly

unique Son for us. Just as Abraham loved Isaac deeply, the Father s̓ sacrifice

shows His unfathomable love.

3. Why is it significant that Abraham “considered that God was able even

to raise him from the dead” (v. 19)?Notes: This is one of the clearest Old

Testament anticipations of resurrection faith.Potential Answer: It shows

Abraham s̓ trust in God s̓ promise despite no precedent for resurrection at

that time. His faith rested in God s̓ power, not human logic.

4. In Genesis 22, God provides a ram as a substitute. How does this point

us to Jesus?Notes: Typology — the ram dies in Isaac s̓ place, just as Christ

dies in ours.Potential Answer: Jesus is the true Lamb of God who takes away

our sin (John 1:29). The substitute provision on Moriah foreshadows the

substitutionary atonement of Christ at Calvary.

5. What does Abrahamʼs obedience teach us about trusting God when

His commands are costly or confusing?Notes: Faith is not passive

agreement; it s̓ active obedience rooted in God s̓ character.Potential

Answer: It teaches that obedience flows from confidence in God s̓ promises,

even when circumstances seem impossible or painful.

6. How can remembering Godʼs past faithfulness help us obey Him in

present trials?Notes: Abraham had already seen God s̓ miraculous power in

Isaac s̓ birth. That history fueled his hope now.Potential Answer: When we



recall God s̓ past provision and promises fulfilled, we can step forward in trust

today.

7. What parallels do you see between Isaacʼs willing participation and

Jesusʼ willing obedience to His Father?Notes: Isaac carried the wood, went

willingly, and trusted his father — Jesus carried His cross, went willingly, and

trusted His Father s̓ plan.Potential Answer: Both demonstrate a pattern of

surrender and trust, but Jesus is the ultimate and perfect fulfillment.

8. How should Abrahamʼs faith shape the way we view our own trials and

sacrifices as Christians?Notes: Faith is not blind but anchored in God s̓

promises and resurrection hope.Potential Answer: It calls us to trust God s̓

character and power even when our obedience is costly, knowing that He is

faithful and that resurrection life awaits.

Leader Tips
Read both Hebrews 11:17–19 and Genesis 22 together to see the full

picture.

•

Keep pointing the group to the Christ connection — Abraham s̓ story is

not mainly about his heroism but about God s̓ faithfulness and His

provision of the true Lamb.

•

End with worship — perhaps reading Romans 8:31–32 aloud.•


