
Hebrews 11:20-21 --> Isaac, Jacob, and
Esau

Leader Guide – Hebrews 11:20
"By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau."

Context

Discussion Questions & Leader Notes

1. In Genesis 27, Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things that
were yet to come. How is this an example of faith?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

2. Why do you think the writer of Hebrews includes Isaac’s blessing as
an act of faith, even though deception and family dysfunction were
involved?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

Hebrews 11:20 references Genesis 27, when Isaac blesses Jacob and Esau.•

The blessing carried covenant significance—it passed down God’s promises first given
to Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3; Gen. 26:3–5).

•

Even though Isaac was deceived (Jacob disguised himself), his blessing stood
because it aligned with God’s sovereign plan (Gen. 25:23).

•

This moment points forward to the ultimate fulfillment of the blessing in Christ, the true
Seed of Abraham (Gal. 3:16).

•

Isaac was trusting God’s covenant promises to Abraham and to himself, even though

he would not see their ultimate fulfillment in his lifetime.

•

Faith believes God’s promises about the future as if they are certain now (Heb. 11:1).•

This points forward to how we bless others today by pointing them to the sure
promises of God in Christ.

•

God’s purposes are not thwarted by human sin or weakness (Gen. 50:20; Rom. 8:28).•

The blessing aligned with God’s prophecy in Gen. 25:23 (“the older shall serve the
younger”).

•



3. How does the blessing given to Jacob ultimately point us to Jesus
Christ?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

4. Esau received a lesser blessing in Genesis 27:39–40. What does this
teach us about God’s sovereign choice?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

5. What encouragement can we draw from the fact that Isaac blessed his
sons "by faith" even though he couldn’t see how everything would work
out?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

6. How should Isaac’s faith shape the way we pray and speak blessings
over others today?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

It reminds us that God’s covenant plan of salvation in Christ unfolds despite human

flaws.

•

The covenant blessing promised land, descendants, and blessing to all nations (Gen.

28:14).

•

Galatians 3:16 shows this promise ultimately referred to one offspring—Christ.•

Through Christ, the blessing extends to all nations and to us by faith.•

God chose Jacob before they were born (Rom. 9:10–13), showing salvation is based on
grace, not works.

•

This points to God’s sovereign election in salvation—He chooses His people in Christ
before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4–5).

•

God’s plan may not match human expectations, but it is always good and just.•

Faith often means acting on God’s promises without knowing how they’ll be fulfilled.•
We can encourage the next generation by pointing them to Christ’s promises, even

when circumstances seem uncertain.

•

Our role is to trust and obey—God handles the outcome.•

Biblical blessings focus on God’s promises, not simply on temporary well-being.•

We can speak truth rooted in Christ—reminding others of their inheritance in Him (1
Pet. 1:3–5).

•

Our blessings should center on eternal realities, not just present comfort.•



7. How does this story remind us of the unbreakable nature of God’s
promises in Christ?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

Key Christ-Centered Takeaways for Leaders

Leader Guide – Hebrews 11:21
"By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over

the head of his staff."

Context

Discussion Questions & Leader Notes

1. Why does the author of Hebrews highlight Jacob’s blessing of
Joseph’s sons as an act of faith?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

Once Isaac spoke the blessing, it could not be reversed (Gen. 27:33).•

God’s covenant promises in Christ are secure and irrevocable (Rom. 11:29).•
Our salvation rests not on our performance, but on God’s unchanging word.•

The covenant blessing Isaac passed on was part of the same redemptive storyline that
finds its climax in Jesus.

•

God’s plan of salvation is not dependent on perfect people but on His perfect Son.•
Faith looks forward with confidence to God’s promises, even in uncertainty.•

We can bless and encourage others today by speaking gospel truth rooted in the
finished work of Christ.

•

Genesis 48 records Jacob (Israel) blessing Joseph’s sons, Ephraim and Manasseh.•
Jacob crossed his hands, giving the greater blessing to the younger, Ephraim, instead

of Manasseh.

•

This act mirrored God’s pattern of choosing the unexpected (Isaac over Ishmael, Jacob

over Esau, Joseph over his brothers).

•

Hebrews highlights this moment because Jacob acted in faith, believing God’s

promises would continue beyond his lifetime.

•

Ultimately, this blessing points forward to Christ—the true Firstborn who secures the

inheritance for God’s people.

•



2. In Genesis 48, Jacob intentionally gave the greater blessing to
Ephraim instead of Manasseh. What does this reveal about God’s ways?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

3. How does Jacob’s faith at the end of his life challenge our perspective
on finishing well as believers?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

4. What is the significance of Jacob “worshiping” while leaning on his
staff (Heb. 11:21)?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

5. How does this story point us to Christ as the ultimate Firstborn and
inheritor of God’s promises?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

Jacob was near death but believed God’s covenant promises would extend to the next

generation.

•

Faith trusts in God’s future grace even when circumstances seem uncertain.•

His worship while blessing shows faith’s response: trusting and praising God to the
end.

•

God often chooses the unexpected to accomplish His purposes (1 Cor. 1:27–29).•
The younger receiving the blessing points to God’s sovereignty and grace, not human

merit.

•

Ultimately fulfilled in Christ, the rejected stone who became the cornerstone (Ps.

118:22; Acts 4:11).

•

He was not perfect, yet he ended by trusting and worshiping God.•
A Christ-centered finish means clinging to God’s promises even in weakness.•

Encourages us to persevere to the end (Phil. 1:6; 2 Tim. 4:7–8).•

It shows humility and dependence—physically weak but spiritually strong.•
A reminder that worship is the posture of faith, especially in trials and at life’s end.•

Christ Himself is the One we lean on, our true support and strength.•

Ephraim, the younger, receiving the greater blessing foreshadows how God exalts the
humble (Phil. 2:9–11).

•

Christ is the true Firstborn (Col. 1:15) who secures the inheritance for His people.•
In Him, we become co-heirs of the promised blessing (Rom. 8:17).•



6. How can we apply Jacob’s example in the way we “bless” the next
generation?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

7. What does this passage teach us about God’s promises being greater
than our own plans?
Leader Notes / Potential Answer:

Key Christ-Centered Takeaways for Leaders

Blessing doesn’t mean empty words—it means pointing others to God’s covenant

promises in Christ.

•

Parents, mentors, and leaders can speak gospel truth and pray promises over the next

generation.

•

Faith passes on hope in Christ, not just material security.•

Joseph was surprised by Jacob crossing his hands (Gen. 48:17–18), but God’s will

prevailed.

•

God’s purposes often exceed our expectations and plans.•

We can trust His wisdom and sovereignty even when His ways surprise us.•

Faith passes God’s promises forward, looking beyond death to God’s eternal plan.•

God delights to work through weakness and the unexpected to magnify His grace.•
The true blessing is not land or prosperity, but Christ Himself, who makes us heirs of

God’s promises.

•

Worship is the fitting response of faith—even when leaning on the staff of weakness.•


