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BIBLICAL HOPE—THE RESTORATION OF ALL THINGS

God’s people have always looked ahead:

Adam — Abraham — Apostles — Us today

l l l
They looked ahead with hope, anticipation, yearning, longing for the restoration of all
things.

Acts 1:6-11 “So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Hope Through Hardship

Romans 8:18-25 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For
we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until
now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”

Hope in the Redemption of the Body
1 Corinthians 15:50-57 “I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall

not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
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trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall
be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body
must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts
on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in
victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is
sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Hope Through Judgement
Hebrews 9:27-28 “And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes

judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”

» The Old Testament often presents God as Judge (Psalm 9:7-8 “But the Lord sits enthroned
forever; he has established his throne for justice, and he judges the world with
righteousness; he judges the peoples with uprightness.”); however, the New Testament
clarifies that this authority is shared with and carried out by the Son. The fact remains that
the ultimate standard is set by God the Father and Jesus holds that standard in His hands.

Fixing our Minds Forward Keeps Us Holy
1 Peter 1:13-16 “Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your

hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. As
obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as he
who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.”

Hope as an Anchor
Hebrews 6:17-20 “So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the

promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, so that by
two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge
might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. We have this as a
sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the
curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a high priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek.”
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Hope in Community
Hebrews 10:23-25 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who

promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.”

Hope Produces Purity
1 John 3:2-3 “Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared;

but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”

Titus 2:11-14 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly
lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and
to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.”

Hope Fuels Mission
Matthew 24:14 “And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.”

The Cry at the End of the Age
Revelation 22:17, 20 “The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life

without price. [Verse 20] He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”
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