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    “Today in the town of David  
   a Savior has been born to you,  
         he is Christ the Lord.” 
 
                Luke 2:11 
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Closing prayer:  “Lord, what a joy it is to gather as a family this 
Christmas Eve and to prepare our hearts to celebrate Christmas 
together tomorrow.  Fill us with the joy of Your presence.  Help 
us to remember that it is your birthday and let each gift that we 
receive be a reminder of the gifts that you have given us –  
forgiveness, love, joy, peace and hope.   
Through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.” 

“For God loved the world so much 
that He gave His one and only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish, but have eternal life.” 
                                   
                                   John 3:16 



 
Preparing for Your Family Advent Celebration 

 
The word Advent means “coming soon”.  Celebrating Advent every 
week during the month before Christmas is a wonderful way to keep 
your family focused and encouraged to remember and understand 
what the birth of Christ means to Christians.  In the midst of a very 
busy season, this provides the opportunity to relax together with 
music, Bible reading and a simple but meaningful activity to  
illustrate to all ages what a difference Christ makes. 
 
You can use any wreath around which you will place four candles of 
any color, and one in the middle.  Each candle symbolizes a different 
aspect of the Christmas season. 
 
You’ll want to read over each week’s celebration ahead of time to be 
sure you have any materials ready.  Let each child participate as they 
are able in reading or doing activities so they feel a part. Many  
families find their Advent celebration enhanced by having hot 
chocolate, cider or a dessert along with or at the end of the evening. 
 
Advent is traditionally celebrated on each of the four Sunday  
evenings before Christmas, with the fifth celebration occurring on 
Christmas Eve.  Any day of the week will do if it works for your  
family. Make this a priority by putting it on the calendar sometime 
before Thanksgiving so that you will be ready.  Advent will usually 
begin the Sunday after Thanksgiving. 
 
Relax, be flexible and enjoy this 
unique opportunity for you and  
your family to experience  
Christmas together. 

Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 
           Let earth receive her King; 

              Let every heart prepare Him room, 
          And Heaven and nature sing, 
          And Heaven and nature sing, 

             And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as, the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
 

Family Activity:  Each person take a piece of paper and draw a fancy 
birthday cake.  Color the cake in ways that seem appropriate to you.  
For instance, the cake could be chocolate, representing the darkness 
of our sin.  The frosting could be white, representing forgiveness.  The 
candles could be red, standing for the blood of Christ.  The flame on 
the candles could represent Jesus as the light of the world.  After eve-
ryone is finished, share your drawings and then sing “happy Birthday” 
to Jesus.   
Alternative:  Make a real birthday cake together. 



Christmas Eve: The Jesus Christ Candle 
  
Begin with prayer: Lord Jesus we are so looking forward to your 
birthday tomorrow!  Thank you for being with us.  Amen 
Light all four candles in the outer ring, then light the center Christ 
candle.  This is a special holy night as we anticipate the birth of   
Jesus Christ. 
Sing “Silent Night” and follow with a minute of silence as you simply 
think about God’s gift. 
  

Silent night, holy night 

All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child 

Holy Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace 

Sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven above 

Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior is born   

 Christ, the Savior is born 
 

Silent night, holy night 

Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face 

With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth 
  

A holy occasion does not have to be a somber occasion, however.  
In the Old Testament, religious festivals were times of great  
rejoicing before the Lord.  Christmas is a joyous occasion as we 

celebrate the joy that Jesus brings us.  Each person share one or 

two ways that Jesus Christ brings you joy at Christmas. 

Sing “Joy To The World” 

                              First Sunday in Advent: The Prophecy Candle 
  
                              Begin with prayer: 
                              Thank you Jesus for all the promises that you     
                              would come to Earth to live with us and be our  
                              Savior.  Amen 

  

Light the first candle. 
  

There were many prophecies or predictions in the Old Testament 
that Christ would come.   
Read Isaiah 9:6 
What were some of the names used for Jesus in the prophecies?  
Talk about what they mean, and each person say which one they 
like best. 
Read Matthew 1:18-23. This describes the fulfillment of the 
prophecy. 
Now sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel “and listen for the some 
of the words that describe Jesus. 

  
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny 
From depths of Hell Thy people save 
And give them victory o'er the grave 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel 



Now spend a few moments worshipping Jesus as a family.  You 
can use one word prayers that say what Jesus is like that you are 
thankful for.  As you pray, each person can just say one or more 
words about Jesus, such as “loving” or “faithful”. 
 
Family Activity: Put everyone’s name in a pile to be drawn. Each 
person will give the person they have drawn a gift.   This gift is 
not to be bought.  This gift is drawn or written on paper and is 
something you would give them if you had all the money or  
resources in the world.  You would give this special gift for this 
family member because you know that they would really like it.  
Use your imagination and knowledge of the other person to help 
you think of what to give. Take a few minutes to do this. 
When everyone is finished writing or drawing, go around the  
circle and one at a time, present your gift to your special family 
member. 
 
Closing Prayer: Lord, you have given us the greatest gift of all, 
Jesus Christ, the one who brought us salvation. Teach us to be 
givers too.  Christmas is the time in which we’re all interested in 
getting our gifts.  Help us to learn to give to those around us and 
most of all give our hearts and lives to You.  We pray in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  Amen 

Noel 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times did'st give the Law, 

In cloud, and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  
Family Activity: Jesus loves it when we thank Him for being kind 
and loving to us.  In the same way, in our families, we need to 
appreciate each other. Take turns going around your group with 
each person telling one thing they appreciate about the others. 
God kept His promises made in the Bible prophecies to send  
Jesus to us.  We also want to keep our promises to each other.  
Each person choose the name of another family member and 
then promise that person that you will do something for them 
this week. You might promise to do a chore for them, bake 
something they like, or play a game with them.  One person keep 
track of the promises so you can share about them next week. 
  
Close in prayer: Come Lord Jesus, come.  Come into our home.  
Come into our hearts.  Light our lives with your love and draw  
us close to you during this Advent season.  Help us to become  
people who keep our promises to others and bless us as we keep 
our promises to one another this week. We pray in Jesus name.  
Amen. 
  



Second Sunday in Advent: The Bethlehem Candle 
  
Begin with prayer:  Thank you Lord that our family can be  
together this evening.  Help us to understand more about your 
love tonight. Amen 
  

Light the first and second candle. 
  

Share briefly about the promises that were made last week.   
Did everyone remember to keep their promise? 
Read Micah 5:2, the prophecy that Jesus would be born in  
Bethlehem. 
Bethlehem was just a little town.  It wasn’t as big as Jerusalem.  
Yet it was Bethlehem that was prophesied in the Bible to be a 
special town.  It was special because of who was born and lived 
there. 
Read Luke 2:1-7, the fulfillment of the prophecy in Micah. 
Now sing “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

  

 O little town of Bethlehem 
 How still we see thee lie 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
 The silent stars go by 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
 The everlasting Light 
 The hopes and fears of all the years 
 Are met in thee tonight 
 

 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth 

O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 

 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume 

Breathes of life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying 

Sealed in the stone-cold tomb 
 

O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 

Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 

 
Glorious now behold Him arise 

King and God and Sacrifice 
Alleluia, Alleluia 

Earth to heav'n replies 
 

                                                       O Star of wonder, star of night 
                                                       Star with royal beauty bright 

                                                     Westward leading, still proceeding 
                                                     Guide us to Thy perfect light 

  

  

The gifts brought on the First Christmas were from the wise men 
or Magi who came from a faraway country called Persia.  They 
saw a wonderful bright star and knew that a King had been born.  
They came a long way to bring their expensive gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  What was the first and most important 
gift they gave to Jesus?  (They worshipped him.)  When we  
worship Jesus by loving and obeying Him, we have given Him  
the best gift we can. 
Another way to give to Jesus is by giving to others.  Talk about 
some ideas for giving as a family to those who don’t have as 
much.  You can give money, or food, or invite people without a 
family to join you in some of your Christmas festivities. 



Fourth Sunday in Advent: The Wise Men Candle 
  
Begin with prayer: Give us tonight Lord the gift of wisdom as we 
talk about the Wise Men.  Amen  
Light the first, second, third and fourth candles. 
Gifts!  When we think of Christmas, gifts are one of the first 
things we think of.  We are all busy buying gifts, and we hope to 
receive gifts as well.  Gifts were an important part of the first 
Christmas too. 
Read Matthew 2:1-11 
Sing “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

  

We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain,  
moor and mountain 
Following yonder star 
 
O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy Perfect Light 
 
Born a King on Bethlehem's plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to rein 
 
O Star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to Thy perfect light 
 
Frankincense to offer have I 
Incense owns a Deity nigh 
Pray'r and praising, all men raising 
Worship Him, God most high 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 

But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him still, 

The dear Christ enters in  
  

O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 

Cast out our sin and enter in 
Be born to us today 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 

O come to us, abide with us 
  Our Lord Emmanuel   

  

Family Activity:  What makes any town special to our family?   
It is who lives there. Our home town may never be famous like Bethle-
hem or the White House, but it is important to us because we live here, 
and the Lord lives here too, in us.  Let’s talk about where we live now, 
or a place we used to live and think about when we experienced God’s 
love there through friends or  
experiences. 
What was significant news event in the year that each family member 
was born?  How did the birth of Jesus Christ change the course of     
history?  How did His birth change your life? 
Optional activity for older children:  Imagine that you are a reporter for 
“The Bethlehem Herald” during the census. On a piece of paper draw 
or illustrate the headlines you would choose for the day after Christ 
was born.  When everyone’s finished, share them with each other. 
  
Closing Prayer: Thank you Lord that you sent your son to be born in 
Bethlehem, a small town of no importance to remind us that every  
person and every place in this world is important to you.  Even if we 
seem small and insignificant to others, you care for each one of us.      
In Jesus’ name, amen. 



Third Sunday in Advent: The Shepherds’ and Angels’ Candle 
  

Begin with prayer:  Lord we are so excited about celebrating 
your birth!  Be with us tonight as we read more about it.  Amen 
Light the first, second and third candles.  
Read Luke 2:8-20 which tells the story of the message of the  
angels as they appeared to the shepherds. 
Sing “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 
  

Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise 
Join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem" 
Hark! The herald angels sing 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

Christ by highest heav'n adored 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see 
Hail the incarnate Deity 

Pleased as man with man to dwell 
Jesus, our Emmanuel 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings 

Ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by 

 Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth 
Born to give them second birth 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the newborn King!" 

Sometimes grownups tell a child to, “Be an angel and be quiet!”  
Were these angels quiet?  They were big, bright and loud!  They 
came in a blast of light that filled the sky with the glory of the 
Lord.  They came to spread the message of the good news of a 
Savior. 
What was the first thing the angels said to the shepherds?  It was 
“Do not be afraid! I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people.”  Just like the angels told the shepherds not to 
be afraid, God is telling us today to trust Him and not be afraid. 
  
Family activity:  Each person take a piece of paper and write or 
draw something you are afraid of on the paper.  You may share 
what you have written or keep it private.  Bring a metal pan or 
dish to the table, and each person, with help if necessary, take 
their paper and light it on fire with the candle.  Immediately 
place it on the metal pan.  As you let the paper burn, thank God 
in your heart that you can trust Him to take away all your fears in 
the same way. 

  
Closing Prayer:  Dear Lord, we 
thank you that you are bigger 
than all of our fears.  Thank 
you for sending your Son Jesus 
to love us and take care of all 
the things we are afraid of. We 
give our lives and all our fears 
into your hands as we trust 
you tonight.   
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
  


