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Jirodnitiontothle Sorvice.

Christ is born. He is born to us. And, He is born today. For Christmas is not merely a day like every other day. It
is a day made holy and special by a sacred mystery. It is not merely another day in the weary round of time.
Today, eternity enters into time, and time, sanctified, is caught up into eternity. Today, Christ, the eternal Word
of the Father, who was in the beginning with the Father, in whom all things were made, by whom all things
consist, enters into the world which he created in order to reclaim souls who had forgotten their identity.
Therefore, the church exults, as the angels come down to announce not merely an old thing which happened long
ago, but a new thing which happens today. For today, God the Father makes all things new, in his divine Son,
our redeemer. — Thomas Merton
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I bring you good news of great joy: a Savior has been born to you. Alleluia!

Unto us a child is born, a son is given. Alleluia!

Hear the words of St. Luke: When the angels had gone from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, ‘Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they hastened, and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby lying in a manger. He is Christ the Lord. Alleluia!

We worship and adore him. Alleluia!

Hyma
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Text & Tune: John F. Wade — “Adeste Fideles”; LSB #379 © 2006 CPH
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(Stand)

Jnwvecalion

In the name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(Kneel)
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserve your punishment
now and forever. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 1
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor
sinful being. Forgive me all of my sins and grant me the power of your Holy Spirit that
I may amend my sinful life.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all of your sins in the Name of the Father and of the I~
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



(Stand)

ot

(Intoned by Pastor with Congregation on Gloria Patri; Psalm 98:1—4,; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6)

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!*
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him.
The Lord has made known his sal- | vation;*
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.*
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, | all the earth;*
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;*
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,*
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace.




(Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9)
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

e

P)  Letus pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-
begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our g
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy %
Spirit, one God, now and forever. "
Amen.

(Be Seated)



OCL Testament Peadling
Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38

[17] In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.
[18] Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles,
and raised up its pillars. [19] And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of
the tent over it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. [20] He took the testimony and put it into the
ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. [21] And he brought the
ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as
the Lord had commanded Moses. . . .

[34] Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.
[35] And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. [36] Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud
was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. [37] But if the cloud
was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. [38] For the cloud of
the Lord was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of
Israel throughout all their journeys.

(P}  This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradical

(Intoned by Pastor, Psalm 118:26a, 27a, 23)

Blesséd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord!*
The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.

This is the Lord’s | doing;*

it is marvelous | in our eyes.
Titus 3:4-7

[4] When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, [5] he saved us, not
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing
of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, [6] whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, [7] so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

(P)  This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gespel! for Chritinas Doy
St. John 1:1-18

P)  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.

[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] He
was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. [6] There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. [7] He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might
believe through him. [8] He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. [9] The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. [10] He was in the world, and
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. [11] He came to his own, and
his own people did not receive him. [12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, [13] who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. [14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth. [15] (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.””) [16] And from his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s
side, he has made him known.

P}  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.

10



Vlecene Creed!

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

Begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

Very God of Very God,

Begotten, not made,

Being of one substance with the Father,

By whom all things were made;

Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary

And was made man;

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried;

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures;
And ascended into heaven,

And sitteth on the right hand of the Father;

And He shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost,

The Lord and Giver of Life,

Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son,

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spake by the Prophets.

And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

And I look for the resurrection of the dead,

And the life *I« of the world to come. Amen

(Be seated)

11
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Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

Text: Latin & German, 14" cent.; Tune: German — “In Dulci Jubilo”; LSB #386 © 2006 CPH
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; I can-not rise to Thee.
3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.

4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
g | N \ | NT— \ |
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor iIn a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,
#h\_b_P | N— \ | \ ! \ |
G= ; IF e e am= \ —o ; d_‘_l_t
Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Cormon

(Stand for the reading of the text)

Text: St. John 1:14
“The Word Became Flesh”

Offering

12
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Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Blake Crabtree, trumpet
(Stand)

iercessory, Phasyer

Pofe
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And al - so with you.
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P) Lift up your hearts. (Colossians 3:1)
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[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. (Psalm 136)
n |
% b —._-_.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P Ttis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in
the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory
that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

13
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation;
But deliver us from evil; For thine is the kingdom And the power and the glory, Forever

and ever. Amen

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I~
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of Me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

14
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be Seated)

Dhstoibtzon

(This congregation observes the Biblical practice of “Closed Communion.” The Word of God teaches that the
bread and wine of the Sacrament are the true Body and Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. This precious gift of
God’s grace is to be received in a sense of reverent awe after careful self-examination. The Bible defines that
self-examination as a personal recognition of the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood in the Sacrament, and
a repentant acknowledgment of my own sinfulness recognizing my absolute dependence upon Christ as the only
source of forgiveness for my sin. Scripture further instructs that our participation in Christ’s Body and Blood
together is the most profound and powerful way for Christians to acknowledge their unity in the faith. That is to
say, when we share in the Body and Blood of Jesus at this altar, we are thereby indicating our common
commitment to all of the doctrines of God’s Word as they are taught in this congregation. Because of these
Biblical convictions, we respectfully request that visitors, who wish to join us in receiving the Body and Blood of
Christ and thereby identify with our confession of Bible truth, speak with one of our pastors before attending the
Lord’s Supper. Thank you for your kindness.)

15



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

A Text: Charles Wesley; Tune: Felix Mendelssohn — “Mendelssohn”; LSB #380 © 2006 CPH
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1 Hark! The her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the

God-head see,

Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!

Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
2 | o |
S e e
With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
A Refrain . —
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Public domain
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Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook; Tune: “Tempus Adest Floridum”; LSB #374 © 2006 CPH

Text and tune: Public domain
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1 Gen-tle Mar -y  laid her child Low - ly in a  man - ger;
2 An - gels sang a - bout His birth, Wise Men sought and found Him;
3 Gen-tle Mar -y  laid her child Low - ly in a man - ger;
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There He lay, the Un - de-filed, To the world a strang - er.
Heav -en’s star shone bright-ly forth Glo-ry all a - round Him.
He is still the Un - de-filed But no more a  strang - er.
—Kh ﬂ | | !
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Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Sav - ior?
Shep - herds saw the won-drous sight, Heard the an- gels sing - ing;
Son of God of hum - ble birth, Beau-ti-ful the sto - ry;
7@ ﬁ . . I ! I i | —
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Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His fa - vor
All  the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ring - ing.
Praise His name in all the earth; Hail the King of glo - ry!




(Stand)
Couilicle

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
Text: Martin Luther; Tune: “Vom Himmel Hoch”; LSB #358, sts. 1, 15 © 2006 CPH
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to earth I come To bear good

15 Glo - 1y to God in high - est heav’n, Who un - to
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news to ev - ry home; Glad tid - ings of great
us His Son has giv'n! While an - gels sing  with
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joy I bring, Where - of I now will say and sing:
pi - ous mirth A glad new year to all the earth.

Text and tune: Public domain

(Numbers 6:24-26)
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Joy to the World

Text: Isaac Watts; Tune: George Frideric Handel — “Antioch”; LSB #387 © 2006 CPH
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King;  Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks,  hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous -
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’'n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse 1is found, Far as the curse 1s
ness And won-ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav’'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text and tune: Public domain

Listlode
Vom Himmel Hoch

Acknowledgments:
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
All scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles,
a division of Good News Publishers.
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Gle Voo Glortal

On behalf of the staff of Our Savior Lutheran Church and School we wish you and yours a truly
Blessed Christmas. May the Peace and the Joy of Bethlehem’s Manger fill your hearts and your
homes all the year to come.

A special word of welcome this Christmas Day to our guests and visitors. We are honored by
your presence and we hope that you have been blessed by celebrating Christ’s birth with our
congregation. We would be delighted to have you become a part of this gathering of believers on
a regular basis so that together we may praise and serve our God together. Please come again
soon.

Our thanks to the many people who have given their time and talent to make these holiday services
the special events that they are. We wish to thank our musicians this morning. We are grateful to
the members of the Altar Guild for the beautiful decorations which adorn our sanctuary on this
Holy Day. Get your Poinsettia Dedication Book from an usher in the narthex. To God be the
Glory as His people serve Him in Joy and Love!

Worship with us again:

Cﬁw @W s g/@

Wednesday, December 31, at 7:00 PM

Our Savior Lutheran Church
5000 W. Tidwell, Houston TX 77091 » 713-290-9087 » www.OSL.cc
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