
 

Advent 
Evening Prayer 

December 3, 2025 

In Nomine Jesu 
+ + + 

Music for Meditation and Prayer 
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The Service of Light 
The service begins with a procession.  

The congregation shall rise at Pastor’s invitation and turn to face the processional cross.  
The liturgy of the Service of Light shall be intoned responsively. 

 
L In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (St. John 1:1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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(Be Seated) 

Psalm 141 
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Psalm Prayer 

 

P Let us pray.  
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Psalm 24 
(Intoned by Pastor, with Congregation joining on the Gloria Patri; Psalm 24, antiphon: v. 7) 

 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 
 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill | of the Lord?* 
 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
He will receive blessing | from the Lord* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 
 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 

 

Office Hymn 

What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 
Text: Stephen P. Starke; Tune: ed. John Wyeth – “Consolation”; LSB #342 © 2006 CPH 

 

 
 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005129; Tune: Public domain 



7 

Readings from Holy Scripture 
 

James 5:7–10 
 
P A reading from James, chapter 5. 
 
[7] Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 
[8] You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. [9] Do not 
grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is 
standing at the door. [10] As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Matthew 3:1–6 

 

P A reading from Matthew, chapter 3. 
  
[1] In those days John the Baptist came preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea, [2] “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” [3] For this is he who was spoken 
of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of 
one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make his paths straight.’” [4] Now John wore a 
garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
[5] Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
about the Jordan were going out to him, [6] and they 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
  
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 



8 

Sermon Hymn 
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

Text: Charles Coffin; Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius – “Puer Nobis”; LSB #344 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
(Stand for the Text) 

Sermon 

Text: Matthew 3:1-6 
“A Voice is Crying Out” 

 
(Stand) 

Votum 
Offering Prayer 

 
 

(Be Seated) 
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Offering 
Voluntary 

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God 
by G. F. Handel; arr. by Hal Hopson; © 1978 Harold Flammer, Inc. 

Laudate Choir 

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come.  
Holy Son of God, Thy truth unseal. Thy love reveal. Thy truth unseal, Thy love reveal. 
Lord, hear Thou in mercy our prayer to Thee, Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God, come. 

Holy Son of God, Come in Thy might. Send forth Thy light.  
Come in might, Come send forth Thy light. 

Lord, hear Thou in mercy, our prayer to Thee.  
Come, Jesus, O holy Son of God for Thee we long. Hear Thou our prayer. 

For Thee we long. O hear Thou our prayer. To Thee be glory now and evermore.  
Lord, hear Thou in mercy our prayer to Thee. 

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God. To Thee be glory, To Thee be glory evermore. 
 

(Stand) 

Litany 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants 

of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 

  

 
 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect for Peace 
 

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 
Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus 

 
 

 
 

Benediction 
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Closing Hymn 
Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

Text: John Ellerton; Tune: Edward J. Hopkins – “Ellers”; LSB #917 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Chimes and Silent Prayer 

 
Acknowledgments: Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book 

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 
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