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The Service of Light 
The service begins with a procession.  

The congregation shall rise at Pastor’s invitation and turn to face the processional cross.  
The liturgy of the Service of Light shall be intoned responsively. 

 
L In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 

was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.  (St. John 1:1-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
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Thanksgiving for Light 
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(Be Seated) 
Psalm 141 
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Psalm Prayer 

 

P Let us pray.  
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving-
kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the 
Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Psalm 24:1-6 
(Intoned by Pastor, with Congregation joining on the Gloria Patri) 

 
The earth is the Lord’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 
 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 
Who shall ascend the hill | of the Lord?* 
 And who shall stand in his | holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a | pure heart,* 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear de- | ceitfully. 
He will receive blessing | from the Lord* 
 and righteousness from the God of his sal- | vation. 
Such is the generation of those who | seek him,* 
 who seek the face of the God of | Jacob. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
     and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the full- | ness thereof,* 
 the world and those who | dwell therein, 
for he has founded it up- | on the seas* 
 and established it upon the | rivers. 

 
Office Hymn 

What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 
Text: Stephen P. Starke; Tune: ed. John Wyeth – “Consolation”; LSB #342 © 2006 CPH 

 

 
 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005129 
Tune: Public domain 
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Reading from Holy Scripture 
Isaiah 11:1–10 

 
[1] There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear 
fruit. [2] And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. [3] And his 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes 
by what his ears hear, [4] but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity 
for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. [5] Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt of his loins. [6] The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little 
child shall lead them. [7] The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. [8] The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. [9] They shall not hurt or destroy in 
all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea. [10] In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall 
the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 
P O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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Sermon Hymn 
O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 

Text: Friedrich von Spee; Tune: Augsburg 1666 – “O Heiland, Reiss Die Himmel Auf”; LSB #355 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light We grope in gloom and dark of night. 
 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand From exile to our promised land. 
 
7 There shall we all our praises bring And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore Forever and forevermore. 
 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005129 
Tune: Public domain 
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(Stand for the Text) 

Sermon 

Text: Isaiah 11:1–10 
“Christ’s First Coming: Who Lies in the Manger?” 

 
 

(Stand) 

Votum 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

(Be Seated) 

Offering 
 

Voluntary 
A Litany for Advent 

By Shirley W. McRae © 1991 Choristers Guild 
Laudate Choir 

 
Lord Jesus, come to us, we pray. Bring us your truth, show us your way,  

As once the prophets did foretell, Oh, come to us, Immanuel. Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 
 

The universe is in our care, Help us protect, help us to share,  
Send us your peace, your glad Noel, Oh, come to us, Immanuel. Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 

 
Our world is torn in war and sin, Our people hurt, without, within,  

Your healing love will make us well, Oh, come to us, Immanuel. Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 
 

Prepare our hearts, tell all the earth, That we may celebrate your birth. 
Oh, enter in our lives to dwell, Oh, come to us, Immanuel. Oh, come to us, Immanuel. 
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(Stand) 

Litany 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung 

simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 
  

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants 

of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who 

toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and 
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

 

 
 

Collect for Peace 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, 

your servants, the peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 
your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may 
live in peace and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God forever. 

C Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Benedicamus 
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Benediction 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn 
God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven 

Text: R. Heber, W. Mercer, R. Whately; Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams – “Ar Hyd Y Nos”; LSB #877 © 2006 CPH 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
 

Chimes & Silent Prayer 


