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[bookmark: Xef6f0d7ae023757fef3baec86ee915522705064]THE CHRISTMAS ALIBI: WHEN IS JESUS’ BIRTH, AND WHAT TRULY MATTERS?
Handout for those studying at home
How to use this handout - Read each section, then answer the numbered questions. - Open your Bible for the listed passages. - Close with the prayer at the end.
Opening Question Read aloud before you begin.
When is the birth of Jesus, and who said so?
· One word answer: winter, spring, summer, or fall.
· What most shaped your answer: Scripture, tradition, songs, internet, art, or family.
Event vs. Date Importance 
Scripture never gives an exact calendar date. It gives an anchored event in real history.
Read: Luke 2:1–7, Matthew 2:1–2
Reflection and practice 
· Does the lack of an exact date unsettle you or invite you to trust the record.? Why? 
· Even without a date, what concrete detail in Luke or Matthew helps you believe. 
Wedding analogy: if you forgot the exact hour of your own wedding, would the photos, venue, witnesses, and life together still prove the event? Why or why not?
The Pagan Belief and Understanding 
Rome ruled the world and had winter observances. 
· Saturnalia (the god Saturn), a winter feast, Dec 17 to 23, ending before the 25th.
· Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, the birthday of the Unconquered Sun on Dec 25. 
Some argue Christians conquered a pagan date to win converts.
What the record actually shows 
- No early Christian source says the church copied a pagan feast to create Christmas. 
- The strongest ancient explanation is a theological calculation, linking the believed date of Jesus’ death to His conception, then counting nine months to birth. 
- Early believers usually separated from pagan worship, often at real cost. 
- Using a civil date is not the same as worshiping a pagan god. Content and intent matter.
Why the copycat story spreads 
Quick internet summaries, late evidence treated as early, and confusion between customs and the core confession.
Reclaim sentence for your lips 
We did not conquer a pagan day. Christ conquered the darkness. Any day we gather to proclaim His birth belongs to Him.
· Which part of the copycat claim have you heard most? How did it shape your view?
· How would you explain the difference between a date on a civic calendar and the content of Christian worship?
Telling the Truth about Jeremiah 10 
Some have tried to use Jeremiah 10, to point to the fact that Christmas is a hoax and a pagan holiday. Read: Jeremiah 10:1–5
What Jeremiah confronts 
Cutting, shaping, plating, fastening an image, then treating it like a god. The prophet mocks the idol. It cannot speak or act. Jeremiah does not confront seasonal decor used without worship. The issue is idolatry, not carpentry.
How the Birthday Came to Be
Early Christians often set dates to preach theology.
How this produced two ancient Christmas dates 
- West, Passion reckoned to March 25, conception to March 25, birth to December 25.
 - East, Passion reckoned to April 6, conception to April 6, birth to January 6. 
By the fourth century both outcomes appear, December 25 in much of the West, January 6 in much of the East.
Conversation Back to Event vs. Date 
We have traced theories and timelines. The Gospels give rulers, places, public events, and witnesses. The event carries the weight. The date points to it.
Read: Luke 2:1–7, Matthew 2:1–2
· If the event is true, why is a single civil date not required for faith.
· If a date helps the church confess the event, how can you use it to preach Christ rather than replace Him.
What Is Important About This Season, What We Celebrate Incarnation, John 1:14 
- The eternal Son truly became human without ceasing to be God. Real birth, real body, real soul. 
- Only a true human can stand in our place. Only true God can save completely.
He actually came in history, Luke 2 and Matthew 2 
- Named rulers, named places, public events. Christianity welcomes investigation.
Fullness of time, Galatians 4:4–5 
- God sent His Son at the right time for redemption and adoption. Your delays are not denials.
Fulfillment, Micah 5:2 to Luke 2 
- Little Bethlehem. Everlasting King. Promise made. Promise kept.
How to Respond with Clarity With skeptics 
- Keep first things first, Christ came in the flesh. 
- Separate principle from practice. 
- Say it simply, Christians chose a day to confess a true event, not to honor a pagan deity.
Memory Verses - John 1:14 - Galatians 4:4–5
Conclusion:
 Put faith before a date. The event carries the weight.
Put the principle before the practice. Let practices serve the incarnation.
Put Christ before custom. Customs can teach. Christ saves.
Put Scripture before summaries. Let the Word set your confidence.
Verdict and Prayer If you find Jesus to be the promised Light and rightful King, say so with your mouth, Jesus, You are Lord. Show it with your feet, take the next step of obedience. Seal it with your worship.
Lord Jesus, we receive the record and the Redeemer. Let our dates serve our faith. Let every custom point to You. Write this verdict on our hearts. Amen.
