About Rev. David Anthony Williams
Born in Kinston, North Carolina, Rev. David A. Williams is a natural-born leader committed to inspiring people of all ages to embrace their God-given gifts and fulfill their true purpose in life.
Williams began his ministry at Saint Augustus AME Zion Church during a Vacation Bible School. He accepted his call to preach in 1986 and received his first pastoral appointment from the late Bishop Ruben Lee Speaks, who assigned him to Miller’s Chapel AME Zion Church in Elroy, North Carolina, and Saint James AME Zion Church in Snow Hill, North Carolina.
He went on to serve Pleasant Ridge AME Zion Church in Gastonia, North Carolina, for 26 years and now faithfully leads the historic Greater Gethsemane AME Zion Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he has served for nine years.
In addition to his pastoral work, Williams leads D-Williams Music Group and produces the DaGrip Podcast. His ministry has extended into talk shows, speaking engagements, published works, and his lifelong passion for spiritual music. He also serves on several boards and organizations across the Charlotte metro area.
Williams earned a B.A. in English/Journalism from East Carolina University and a Master of Divinity from Hood Theological Seminary. In 2018, he was awarded the Doctor of Divinity degree from Livingstone College/Hood Theological Seminary. He is currently pursuing a Doctorate of Education in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Phoenix.
In recognition of his leadership and influence, Williams was named to the 2025 class of the Bishop Alfred G. Dunston, Jr. Board of Preachers, Lecturers, and Scholars.
He resides in Gastonia with his devoted wife, Karen. Together, they are the proud parents of two adult children who live in Los Angeles, California.
Follow David’s work on Facebook, visit his website, listen to his music, or tune into his podcast.


