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Slaying Dragons
Evil and Traumatic Experiences in Life· Trauma is when we experience very stressful, frightening or distressing events that are difficult to cope with or out of our control. 
· Evil (adj) morally reprehensible: sinful, wicked 
      (noun) the fact of suffering, misfortune, and wrongdoing

1. Why Is There Evil and What Does God Say About It?
1. Evil is one of the possibilities that comes from our freedom to choose.
“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.” Romans 5:12 (NLT)
1. The whole world has been broken by sin…and it continues to get worse before it’s made new.
“Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay.”              Romans 8:20-21 (NLT)
“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”  Matthew 24:12-13 (NIV)
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the old heaven and the old earth had disappeared…”                                         Revelation 21:1a (NLT)
1. God grieves with you.
“In all their suffering He also suffered, and He personally rescued them. In His love and mercy, He redeemed them. He lifted them up and carried them through all the years.”  Isaiah 63:9 (NLT)
“You keep track of all my sorrows. You have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have recorded each one in your book.” Psalm 56:8 (NLT)
The Tear Bottle 
Luke 7:36-50 Woman washes Jesus feet with her tears
1. One day, God will set everything right.
“I saw the dead, both great and small, standing before God’s throne. And the books were opened, including the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to what they had done, as recorded in the books…Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second death. And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:12,14-15 (NLT)
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”  Revelation 21:4 (NLT)
1. Until then, God is good enough and powerful enough to bring good out of bad in your life.
“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His purpose for them.”  Romans 8:28 (NLT)
1. How Do I Move Past Traumatic Experiences So They Don’t Define My Life?
1. Accept help from God and others.
“He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us.” 2 Corinthians 1:4 (NLT)
1. Practice, practice, practice, forgiving.
“Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, ‘I will take revenge; I will pay them back,’ says the LORD.”  Romans 12:19 (NLT)
1. Run to God, not away from Him.
“…How often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath her wings, but you wouldn’t let Me.” Matthew 23:37b (NLT)
“And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten…” Joel 2:25a (KJV)
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the LORD. ‘They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.’”   Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)

Keep the Conversation Going
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Read Philippians 4:6-8: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”
Where have I experienced evil or trauma in my life? How can I invite God into that pain today?
2. Read 1 Corinthians 3-5: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ.”
How can I extend God’s comfort to someone else who is suffering right now?
3. Read Colossians 3:17,23: “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him…Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters…”
Also check out Romans 12:9-17.
Am I holding onto bitterness or a need for revenge?

